
C 
Office of the Chairman 
August 16, 1968 

The  National Transportat ion Safety Board today re leased  the  following 
statement by Chairman Joseph J. O’Connell, Jr. 

The  NTSB investigation of the August 14 Los Angeles Airways helicopter 
c r a sh  in Compton, California, h a s  revealed that one of the five ma in  rotor 
blades separated i n  flight. The Board h a s  found s t rong  evidence of a meta l  
fatigue type fai lure  of the blade spindle assembly.  

The  Safety Board i s  continuing its investigation to  determine the cause 
The  failed p a r t s  have been forwarded to a meta l lur -  of the fatigue fai lure .  

gical  laboratory fo r  detailed tes t ing under Board supervision. 

The  identical pa r t  fo r  the Los Angeles Airways helicopter which c rashed  
last May 22 i n  Paramount,  California, did not suffer fatigue fai lure  as did 
the pa r t  in the Compton crash.  However, the Safety Board is scrutinizing 
all of the facts  so far developed in both investigations. 

Based on its prel iminary findings i n  the Compton c r a s h  invest& ,a t’ ion, 
the Safety Board today is recommeiiding to  the  Federal ,  Aviation Adminis- 
t r a t o r  that he (1) reqvire an immediate  fleet inspection of all Sikorslcy S-.61 
helicopter spindle uni ts ;  ( 2 )  adopt a m o r e  p rec i se  and frequent inspection 
to  preclude future spindle unit fa i lures ;  and (3) study the  need for  establishing 
a re t i rement  l ife fo r  this  vital par t .  
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