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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20591 

December 23, 3.768 

I 

kIr. David D, Thomas 
Acting A&Lnis t r a t o r  
Federal  Aviation !dd.nistratFon 
Department of Transportation 
Washington, D. C. 2059Q 

De2r Mr. Thomas: 

This is t o  confirm the  telephone conversations on IJecfmber 1 7  
and 19, 1968, betxeen o w  lXrec.tor, Bureau of Aviation Safety, 2nd 
your Director, F l igh t  Stuidards Service, i n  which we pointed out  
t he  f indings of our invest igators  in the Wien Alaska Air l ines  F-27, 
tl4!?05, accident a t  Iliamna, AlzSca, on Cecenber 2, 1968. 
vest igat ion disclosed 'chor&ise ftli;igue cracks a t  StntLon 197 both 
fore and aft of the  Fnboard f u e l  tank access panel on the ri.ght 'ding. 
&oh of these cracks was appro;chately three  inches long. 

C u r  in- 

The Board was convinced by its findings t h a t  ne i ther  t he  X-ray 
techniques ut i l i .aed in comp'lying ?J i th  iiT) 65-ZL-3 nor ?ne interpre-  
t a t i o n  of t h o  X-rai p l a t e s  were adequate .to assure early dctsc t ion  
of such fatigue cracks. We understand t h a t  t hes s  findings and the 
preliminary findings of your inq;ectors r e su l t i ng  from your inspec- 
t i o n  a l e r t  gublished December 16, 1966, formed t h e  bas i s  f o r  a 
t s l e g a p h i c  AD i s m d  on Decwber 19, 1,968, t o  inspect a l l  7-27 
type &cra f t  tritln 5,000 hours o r  more t h e  i,n serv ice  for such 
cracks b.efwe. the  n a b  25 hours of f l.iGhZ, and t o  r e s t r i c t  such .air- 
c r d t  until this inspection i s  acconiplished. 

\Je viere.ploaued a t  the FAA's response t o  our racomcidation 
and a r e  sa t i s f i ed  that  such inspections and follci?up act icns ,  which 
I J i . 1 1  be t & ? n  a i t e r  these i n i t i a l  exm.inatio!is, a r e  e s sen t i a l  t o  
iiisure a&ns-t sb i l a r  catastrcphic  acci,dmto in t h e  future .  We 
would a2prccia:e being advised of t h e  r e s u l t s  of Yne inspections 
required by this recent .telegraphic AD+ 

Sincerely yours, 

Joseph J ,  O'Ccnnell, Jr. 
Chairinan 
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