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Deayr Mr. Thomas: P

On September 30, 1967, a Cessna 320A, N3016R, being operated
by Lynch Flying Service,; Inc., Billings, Monvana, on a night IFR
scheduled air taxi mall flight, exparienced a fuel pressure drop
to glmost zero on the left engine, five minutss prior to arrival
et Missoula, Montana Manicipal Alxport. The engine continued to
operate sabisfactorily ond e normsl approsch and landing vas made.
Afger landing, the left engine quit ond a fire was observed in the
engine covl aren. The fire was extinguished at the ramp and in-
vestigation detsrmined that the fire result=zd Trom a break in the
ashestoz~sheathed flexible fusl line adjacent to the fuel exbaust
munifold. The fuel line had been repaired befors notification to
the Beard snd for this reoason the Board Investigeotor was unsblo
to determine the cause of the break,

Vhile vreview of Board records fails to disclose cases of
similar failure, there have been reporited in the malfunctlon and
defect reports twe instences of Cessna 320 fuel hose deterioration
and rupture dusz to proximity to hot exhrust system components.
This condition sppears to present a serious hazard and, therefore,
w2 recommznd that the Federal Aviatlon Administration conduct =
directed safety dnvestigstion of all similar Cessna fuel lins in-
stallations that are in prowimity to hot exhaust system componenta
end requira that correective moasures be taken, where necessary, to
preclude similar fallures.

Plense advise us of the results of the investizotion. Personnel
of our Bureau of Aviation Sefeby will bz pleased to discuss the
detalls of this recommsndation.
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