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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

WASHINGTON, D C. 20591 

YI. David D. Thomas 
Actins Administrator 
Federal Aviation Bclministration 
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Waashii-gton, D. C. 20590 

Dear Mr. Thomas: 

* 
c 

During t h e  course of -the Board's investigation of az accident 
involving h d . c a n  Air l ines  Pl.i,ght 290, a Boeing 727-100 s e r i e s  air- 
c r a f t ,  at Springlield,  I l , l i no i s ,  Septmber 23, 1968, cer ta in  aspacts 
reldS,ng t o  t h e  emcrgency evacuatioii of the a i r c r a f t  haire s!io!.rn a 
need f o r  safety  at tent ion.  

The f l i g h t  had made an unschcduled landi,ng bccause of a r epor t  
that e ight  s t i cks  of dynaiiite~were aboard. 
einergency eiracuation wss made; hol~Jever, the stevardessos wero unable 
t o  hook t h e  r e t a ine r  bar o f  t h e  in f la tab le  sTide t o  bhe  f l oo r  a t  t he  
emergency gal ley serv ice  ex i t .  
during t h e  evacuation. 1% '+JOll'?d appear t h a t  t he  j,nserbio!i of t h e  re- 
tainer bar under less t rying conditi.0n.s % J o u k l  insure t h e  correct  posi-  
t ioning of t h i s  bar a i d  accelerate  availabi%ity of t h e  sl,id.e, as well  
as e l in ina t& the p o s s i b i l i t y  of a nialfunctioii under actual, clnergency 
conditions. ii resuirancct f o r  inser t ion of the bw p r i e r  t o  the air- 
craf t ' s  depxrturc-fro3 t h o  ramp nr'ea would increase the  chances f o r  
u sab i l i t y  of the sli.de whex needed. 

Subsequent t o  landing, an 

For t h i s  reason, t h i s  e x i t  was not used 

The i i ivestisction revealed t h a t  t he  on1.y injuries which occurred 
during the evacuation of %he a i r c r a f t  resul ted when passengers jumped 
from the  leading edgo o f  t h e  %rings t o  t he  ground. 
air c a r r i e r ' s  pr inted cards uaed t o  supplement ihe oral b r i e f ing  of 
passengers, required by Sec.tion 121,.571(b) of  P F z t  1.21, of ithe F'edsral 
Airii i t ioa ?sgulati.ons, c1isclos;;d t'ns absence of s,ny referelick t o  tiirechion 
o f  clcparture f r o m  the Xiin& irhcnevar over-the-wing e x i t s  a m  used as a 
means of evacuaticn. 
on' t h i s  card :could d i r e c t  the ?ass:ngers t o  mi wit poi,nt on ,the wing 
w h r o  .the zh.:aces of  i a ju ry  would bs  rnir,inii.;cd. 

An exminzl ion of the 

The inclur;j.,or. or" d i r e c t i c m l  guidance infomat ien  

The invoct-';;atios ? l sa  re-mdcd t h a t  thfi ven t r a l  &sirs were not  
u s . ~ d  chrL-,g the  .;v.acuiti::n or the z , i rc ra f t  wfn LhouLh khcy irere i n  
operable coGditj.on. 
carr i .er  flighCcrmr personnel. t o  revienr the basic p,iiilosophy behind any 

For this reason, it I J C U l d  be adviss.ble f o r  aL'1 air 




