
Mr. David D. Thomas 
Acting Administrator 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Department of Transpor.i;ation 
Washington., D. C. 20,590 

Dear Mr. Thomas: 

Information received from OUT accident team invest igat ing t h e  
Northeast Air l ines  acci,dcnt a t  Lebanon,, New Hampshire, on October 25, 
1968, involving an  FH227, N380NE, indicates  a need f o r  immediate PM 
precautionary act ion directed t o  a l l  operators of a i r c r a f t  equipped 
with Wil,cox VOX Model, 806A receivers.  

TGro other Northeast PH227 a i rc raf t , ,  while making approaches t o  
Lebanon Airport on Saturday a f t e r  the acci.dent, reported fal ,se  s t a t ion  
passage by oinni bearing indi.cator reversals  before reaching the VOR 
s t a t ion .  There vas another recorded occurrence of e r r a t i c  VOR receiver 
o$erati,on on a Northeast a i r c r a f t  approachi,ng Bermuda earLier %$is year. 
TCIA, whi,ch operates t h i s  Wilcox equip!w!nt i n  t h e i r  E - 9 ,  R-727 and some 
U-707 equipment, has also reported a number of e r r a t i c  operation occur- 
rences and t v o  f a l s e  reversals  rrhich were ac tua l ly  observed by two of 
your FAA inspectors. 

I n  l i g h t  of t h i s  information the  Board recommends t h a t  the 
Administrator take immediate precautionary act ion t o  r e s t r i c t  a l l  
operators using ,\:his .type of Wi,lcox VOR receiver equipment t o  visual., 
approaches rrhere radar or  DME i s  not available and reqnire v isua l  
fLight &ring en route operations where an exact f i x  requirement i s  
necessary f o r  t e r r a i n  avoi.dance, i f  o r  radar ver i f ica t ion  i s  not 
avai.la5J.e. 

The Board's rep!resentatives have di,scussed the foregoing wiYi 
your Director and Deputy Director of Fl ight  Standards and also o t k r  
personnel i.n Washington, D. C . ,  and Kansas Cjty, Mj.ssduri. 
technical  staff i s  avai lable  t o  provide you with fur ther  j.nformation 
or assi,stance a s  desired. 

02, 
*: 

Sincerely yours ,, 

/ s /  Joseph ,J. O'Conne'Ll, Jr. 
Chairman 


