NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20391

¥r. David D, Thoaas

Acbing Administrator

I‘edez‘al Aviation Administration
Dopartment of Transporbaiion
Washington, D. C, 20590

Daar Myr. Thomas:

Cn Decenber 2k, 1767, a Stits Flayboy Nodal Si~3 alrcraft, RE050C,
vas involved in a fabal sccidant ab Corona, California, as g resuld of
a1 in-{light fallure of the horizontal sbtabilizer. The fallure Was
subgequancly avtributed to Fabizue of the left forward interconaect
tuba nsed to comnect the stebilizer to the £itiing, This fitting, which
is velded bo the fuseluge, recelives the leading edge vube of the nori-
zonbal stabilicer anpd the asscably is then secured by a bolb through a
3/16~inch avtsclment holo in the btubes. Our examinetion of these perig
discloged evidence of fatipue 2t this hole in the intercommzct tube.

& podificaticn of thia abbachment fivting to preclude colastrophic
failure of the kind svebainad by NO0O500 has heen proposed by Stits,

ard the peritinmit draving was distribubted to a total of L0 omers,
operalors, or dealers. Asg of II:W 1968, however, 192 of thess craft
had bsen ashosbled, according to FA%L records and, of these, 71 wers
currenly active. Since the above distribubtion appesrs incemplate the
Board surmises that many 5tibs owners are waware of vhe danzer this
potential fatlgue hazard poses.

In view of Lhe above, the Board recommends that the Federel Aviation
Administration 1...&0 necegsary action to provide for the corcection of
this potentially hazardous condition.

Our gtall is avallable should any further informaticon or assistance
be desired,
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