4, Lack of a visiblewputline of the parges to aid the operator
of the cabin cruiser in i i ng the tow, in determining
its distance from his in selecting the shortest
escape route.

5. The uncertainty of the
precedence of the varj
ment that boats und
vessels with tows dpparently contri
decision not to Anitiate any whistle
vessels closed/to within L mile.

gf the HAMILTON as to the
of the road, The require-
ngth "shall not hamper"
ted to the captain's
ignals when the

65 feet in

6. The absencé of any authoritative interpretations of actions
required under the "shall not hamper" rule, which apparently
permitted a hazardoug interpretation,

. A {
Loy g3, weT sorsd  A7-73~7 G-

RECCMMENDATTIONS

The National Transportation Safety Board recommends that:

1.

The Coast Guard develop and require use of illumination tech~
niques for barges that will make them readily wvisible and
recognizable when pushed ahead of towboats. As a minimum
requirement such a system should outline the boundaries of the
tow.

The Coast Guard include a cautionary note in the Rules of the
Road; Western Rivers stating that even when bearings of an

approaching vessel are changing, there can be a risk of colli-
sion with a long tow ahead of the towboat making the observa-
tions,

The Coast Guard require suitable side-light alignment and
securing devices on the front of barge tows to insure that
such light will comply with the alignment required by the
Rules of the Road.

The Coast Guard upgrade the reliability of the navigation
lights on barge tows by requiring that the circuits for these
lights be automatically monitored to give an alarm in case of
light failure, and by requiring redundant lights.

B . T """““'.’“"Wmam
i :
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5. The Coast Guard clarify the effect on responsibilities for
initiation of whistle signals in Rules of the Road, of the

6’requirement that easily maneuverable vessels less than 65

1{ feet shall not hamper large vessels or vessels with tows,

.4 and develop and publish authoritative interpretations of
”Tp actions required in other frequently encountered operating

situations in which the "shall neot hamper' rule interacts

with other rules.,

BY THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD:

Adopted this &L?:i; day of AD2¢i nitrs  1972:

,@Z«// Sos

hn H. Reed, Chairman

honse S N s

Francis H., McAdams, Member

)h L0 4. épy\

Isabel A. Burgess, MemberU

(yhe—l k.

William R, Haley, mber
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