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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Nat iona l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  Board recommends t h a t :  

The Coast Guard develop  and r e q u i r e  use  of i l l u m i n a t i o n  tech-  
n iques  f o r  ba rges  t h a t  w i l l  make them r e a d i l y  v i s i b l e  and 
r ecogn izab le  when pushed ahead of towboats.  A s  a minimum 
requirement  such a system should o u t l i n e  t h e  boundar i e s  of t h e  
tow. 

The Coast Guard i n c l u d e  a c a u t i o n a r y  n o t e  i n  t h e  Rules of t h e  
Road; Western Rivers s t a t i n g  t h a t  even when b e a r i n g s  of an  
approaching vessel a re  changing, t h e r e  can b e  a r i s k  o f  c o l l i - ,  
s i o n  wi th  a long  tow ahead of t h e  towboat making t h e  observa-  
t i o n s .  

The Coast  Guard r e q u i r e  s u i t a b l e  s i d e - l i g h t  a l ignment  and 
s e c u r i n g  d e v i c e s  on t h e  f r o n t  of barge  tows t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  
such l i g h t  w i l l  comply w i t h  t h e  a l ignment  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  
R u l e s  of t h e  Road. 

The Coast Guard upgrade t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of t h e  n a v i g a t i o n  
l i g h t s  on ba rge  tows by r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e  c i r c u i t s  f o r  t h e s e  
l i g h t s  be  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  monitored t o  g i v e  an  a l a rm i n  c a s e  o f  
l i g h t  f a i l u r e ,  and by r e q u i r i n g  redundant  l i g h t s .  
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5. The Coast Guard c l a r i f y  the e f f e c t  on r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  
i n i t i a t i o n  of w h i s t l e  s i g n a l s  i n  R u l e s  of t h e  Road, of t h e  4 requirement  t h a t  e a s i l y  maneuverable v e s s e l s  l e s s  than  65 
f e e t  s h a l l  no t  hamper Large vessels or v e s s e l s  w i th  tows, 
and develop and p u b l i s h  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of 
a c t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  i n  o t h e r  f r e q u e n t l y  encountered o p e r a t i n g  
s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which t h e  “ s h a l l  no t  hamper” r u l e  i n t e r a c t s  
w i th  o t h e r  r u l e s .  
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