
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: May 15, 1973  

A d o p t e d  by the NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
a t  i t s  o f f i c e  in Washington, D. C .  
on the 26th  day of  Apri l  1973 

SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS A-73-19 & 20 

The National Transpox-tatioii Safety Board i s  cu r ren t ly  invest igat ine.  
two fatal  acc idents  involving B e l l  Model 2 0 6 ~  Hel icopters .  The first 
accident  involved Petroleum Hel icopters ,  Inc. ,  B e l l  Model 2 0 6 ~ ,  N14831, 
which crs.shed i n t o  t h e  Gulf of Mexico on February 20, 197.3, and kiU..ed 
t h e  p i l o t  and a four-man o i l - d r i l l i n g  team. 
3 days l a t e r  when A i r  Log i s t i c s ,  Inc. ,  B e l l  Model 2 0 6 ~ ,  N35AL, crashed 
near  Morgan City, Louisiana,  and k i l l e d  t h e  p i l o t .  

The second acc ident  occurreit 

Examination of t h e  f a i l e d  pylou support, l i n k s ,  F/N 206-03.1-508, from 
both he l i cop te r s  revealed f a t i g u e  f r a c t u r e s  t h a t  o r ig ina ted  wi th in  t h e  
bear ing bore of t h e  l i n k  forging.  
bore downward through t h e  forg ing  i n  t h e  f i rs t  accident  and upward from .the 
bear ing  bore through t h e  t o p  of the forging i n  -the second acc ident .  

The f a t igue  propagated from t h e  bearing 

The pylon support l i n k ,  SIN BCJZ-0041, which was removed from N14831. 
had a t o t a l  s e rv i ce  time of 460 hours, and t h e  pylon support  l i n k ,  
S/N Al00246, which w a s  removed from N35AL had a t o t a l  s e r v i c e  time of 545 
hours.  The mandatory re t i rement  l i f e  on t h i s  l i n k  i s  4,800 hours f o r  t h e  
Model 2 0 6 ~  and f o r  t h e  2 0 6 ~  when it u t i l i z e s  t h e  250-C20 engine.  The l i n k  
has an unl imited l i f e  when used i n  t h e  Model 206A with t h e  250-c18 engine.  

The Safe ty  Board i s  aware of Airworthiness Direc t ive  Amendment 39-1622 
which you r ecen t ly  -i.ssued t h a t  r equ i r e s  v i s u a l  and Zyglo inspect. ions f o r  
cracks i n  -the l i n k s ,  Horrever, s ince  t h e  f a t igue  f a i l u r e s  propagated from 
cracks in s ide  t h e  bear ing bore where a crack could not. be de tec ted  by t h e  
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required inspections, the Board recommends that the 
Administrat ion: 

1. Require an early X-ray inspection 
206n and 206~ pylon 

2. Require a repetitiv 
such time as the ne 

Personnel from our Bureau of Aviation 
with your Flight Standards repres 
further information or assistance is desired. 

These recommendations will h 
date shown above. 
should be made prior to that date. 

No public dissemination of the cont 
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