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Appendix E – Public Comments and Reclamation’s Responses 
 
Letters of comment received as a result of the review of the Draft EA and Reclamation’s 
responses to specific comments are included in this appendix.  All of the letters received are 
listed below.  Comment letters (and Reclamation’s responses, when necessary), are presented in 
the following order (each designated with a unique alphanumeric code for organizational 
purposes): 
 
Comment/Response Page 
 
Federal Agencies (FA) 
 
FA1 – USFWS, State Supervisor.........................................................................................E-1 
 
State Agencies/Officials (SA) 
 
SA1 – OSMB ........................................................................................................................E-6 
SA2 – ODFW, VandeBergh .................................................................................................E-8 
SA3 – ODFW, Caldwell.................................................................................................... E-11 
 
Local Agencies/Officials (LA) 
 
LA1 – Joint Water Commission, Erwert .......................................................................... E-12 
LA2 – Joint Water Commission, Kingston ...................................................................... E-14 
LA3 – WACO Parks & Recreation Advisory Board, Seeley.......................................... E-15 
LA4 – TVID, Otto ............................................................................................................. E-16 
LA5 – WACO Sheriff’s Office, Hepp.............................................................................. E-18 
 
Organizations (O) 
 
O1 – Northwest Regional Outdoor Science School, Myers............................................ E-19 
O2 – Oregon Bass and Panfish Club, Doumitt ................................................................ E-21 
O3 – Oregon Equestrian Trails, Wold .............................................................................. E-22 
O4 – Portland State University, Center for Lakes & Reservoirs, Petersen .................... E-24 
O5 – The Pacific Northwest Turtle Project, Beilke ......................................................... E-25 
 
General Public (P) 
 
P1 – Dallas.......................................................................................................................... E-28 
P2 – Beman. ....................................................................................................................... E-30 
P3 – Edwards...................................................................................................................... E-33 
 

 
 
 



Henry Hagg Lake Resource Management Plan: Final EA 

Appendix E  .E-2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
 

 

 

FA1-1 

 
 

 

FA1-2 

  

  
  
 
 

Federal Agency – State Supervisor pg 1 of 3  
FA1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment FA1-1 – Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment FA1-2–The Elk Mitigation Meadows Maintenance 
and Monitoring Plan, included as an appendix to the Draft EA, includes an 
implementation and maintenance schedule and provisions for annual 
monitoring of elk use of the meadows.  Reclamation and WACO will 
continue to coordinate with ODFW staff regarding meadow establishment, 
maintenance, and monitoring. 
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FA1-3 

 

FA1-4 

 

FA1-5 

 

FA1-6 

 

 
 

FA1-7 
 

 

 

FA1-8 
  

 

FA1-9 
  

 

FA1-10 
  
 

FA1-11 

 
 

Federal Agency – State Supervisor pg 2 of 3  
FA1 
 
Response to Comment FA1-3 – Implementation of the wetland 
enhancements at Tanner Creek and Nelson cove are dependent on further 
feasibility studies.  In addition, the Nelson Cove wetland enhancement 
would be funded and constructed by the environmental education and 
research center if deemed feasible.  
Response to Comment FA1-4 – Reclamation will concentrate its efforts 
on implementing effective sedimentation and erosion control plans on 
Reclamation lands during construction and renovation of facilities.  New 
facilities or major renovations will include stormwater control systems that 
adhere to WACO standards.  While Reclamation would cooperate with 
programs outside the park boundaries, the agency is not likely to spend 
resources for programs outside of Reclamation lands. 
Response to Comment FA1-5 – Camping and the 40-slip boat dock are 
not included under the Preferred Alternative for the Final EA.  These 
elements were removed following comments received on the Draft EA and 
for a number of practical reasons documented in the Final EA. 
Response to Comment FA1-6 – Development of the environmental 
education and research center is dependent on organization and funding by 
outside entities.  This is a long-term vision and unlikely to be implemented 
early in the 10-year RMP planning period.  As noted in the Preferred 
Alternative, implementation of the environmental education and research 
center would require mitigation for loss of elk meadow habitat.   
Response to Comment FA1-7 – The Elk Mitigation Meadows 
Maintenance and Monitoring Plan outlines a schedule to rehabilitate and 
maintain the meadows over the course of the 10-year RMP period.  
Monitoring will be conducted beginning in year 1, but it will take about 5 
years before all the meadows have been rehabilitated.  Thus, data collected 
in the early stages of the monitoring plan will reflect the use of the elk 
meadows at various stages of completion.  While Reclamation, WACO, 
and ODFW will cooperate throughout the life of the RMP, several years of 
monitoring the rehabilitated meadows will be needed before any 
meaningful results can be determined.  
Response to Comment FA1-8 – Camping has been removed as an 
element of the Preferred Alternative.  Recreation Area A East will be a day 
use area, and access trails to the reservoir currently exist here.  Clearing of 
vegetation would be limited to what is needed for trail and facilities 
maintenance and completed in accordance with Environmental 
Commitments listed in the Draft and Final EA.   
Response to Comment FA1-9 – Comment noted.  The Preferred 
Alternative includes provisions for mitigation of any loss of elk meadows 
from facility development.  
Response to Comment FA1-10 – Section 3.7, Threatened, Endangered, 
and Sensitive (TES) Species includes a table and narrative of those species 
as identified by USFWS, Oregon Department of Agriculture, and Oregon 
Natural Heritage Program.  Table 3.7-1 lists the species and their 
classification by each of these agencies.  The northwestern pond turtle and 
the red-legged frog are listed in the table and discussed in the narrative.  
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There is no suitable habitat for tailed frogs at Henry Hagg Lake or in the 
general vicinity of the park; thus, this species was not discussed in the 
document.  Only those species that may occur in the general vicinity of the 
park are discussed.   
Response to Comment FA1-11 – In Section 3.6.1.3, Rare Species are 
identified as “those species listed as Federal Species of Concern SoC that 
also have an ONHP rank of 3 or 4.”  Table 3.6-5 lists each species and its 
Federal status, ODFW status, and ONHP status.  TES species are identified 
in Section 3.7 as “those species with a Federal designation (threatened, 
endangered, candidate or SoC) and an ONHP rank of 1 or 2, as well as 
those species with an Oregon State listing of Endangered or Threatened.”  
Table 3.7-1 identifies each species and provides the State and Federal 
designations.  Footnotes explain the Federal and State classifications.  
Though Federal and State designations can be confusing, we feel we have 
organized the information in an efficient manner and presented it as clearly 
and concisely as possible.  
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FA1-12 

  

 

FA1-13 

  

 

FA1-14 
  

 

FA1-15 

  

 

 
 

Federal Agency – State Supervisor pg 3 of 3  
FA1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment FA1-12 – The peregrine falcon is a potential 
visitor to Henry Hagg Lake and is discussed under TES species because of 
its State designation.  A narrative that discusses the northern spotted owl 
has been added to the EA. There is no suitable habitat for this species at the 
park or in the immediate vicinity of the park.  Also see the response to 
FA1-11.   
 
 
Response to Comment FA1-13 – Reclamation understands the ESA 
consultation process and always seeks to avoid adverse effects to listed 
species.  The paragraph in questions simply notes the procedures that 
Reclamation would follow if any adverse effects were determined.  
Reclamation has determined that the RMP would have no effect to listed 
plant species or the northern spotted owl.  The RMP may affect but is not 
likely to affect steelhead, bald eagle, streaked horned lark, and Oregon 
spotted frog.  
 
Response to Comment FA1-14 – Reclamation agrees.  Improvements in 
condition of rare plant species can only occur if suitable habitat is present. 
The text has been clarified to reflect this concern.  
 
Response to Comment FA1-15 – The distinction of benefits to 
downstream lamprey and steelhead has been added to the text. Steelhead 
are listed under the ESA, lamprey are not.  Because of the beneficial 
effects of the Preferred Alternative , Reclamation has determined that the 
RMP may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect steelhead.  
 



Henry Hagg Lake Resource Management Plan: Final EA 

Appendix E  .E-6. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SA1-1 

 

 

 

SA1-2 

 
 

 

SA1-3 

  

 

SA1-4 
 

State Agency – Oregon State Marine Board page 1 of 2  
SA1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA1-1   Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA1-2 – Thank you for your comments regarding 
priorities and the potential funding for the floating restroom.  Reclamation 
and WACO will set priorities of RMP implementation with this in mind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA1-3 –  Reclamation appreciates input on the 
Marine Board’s choice of priorities within the Preferred Alternative and the 
information provided regarding potential funding.  Because of the issue of 
the potential dam raise, Reclamation and WACO will avoid major capital 
expenditures for facilities that are not mobile until after a decision has been 
made on the dam raise.  A port-a-potty dump is already located at Ramp C 
(one is also located at Ramp A) . 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA1-4 – Comment noted. 
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SA1-5 

  

 

SA1-6 

  

 

SA1-7 

   

State Agency – Oregon State Marine Board page 2 of 2  
SA1 
 
 
Response to Comment SA1-5 – See response to Comment SA1-3.   
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA1-6 – In the Final EA, the 40-slip boat dock has 
been removed from the Preferred Alternative.   
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA1-7 – Reclamation and WACO would 
implement the cofferdam wetland enhancement at Tanner Creek only if it 
were technically feasible, provided suitable resource enhancement, and 
maintained recreation user safety.  Similar guidelines would need to be 
followed by the environmental education and research center for the 
Nelson Cove enhancements.  Reclamation and WACO will coordinate with 
the Marine Board regarding boater safety if these projects are 
implemented. 
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SA2-1 

  

 

SA2-2 

 

 

 

SA2-3 

  

 

SA2-4 

 

State Agency – ODFW, VandeBergh, page 1 of 3 
SA2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA2-1 – The Preferred Alternative and BMPs 
include provisions for minimizing vegetation clearing during construction 
and maintenance and using native vegetation where feasible for post-
construction rehabilitation. 
 
 
Response to Comment SA2-2 – Provisions for regular monitoring and 
maintenance of bird and bat boxes has been added for the Final EA. 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA2-3 – Reclamation agrees that implementation 
of the elk meadows management plan is a high priority.  Reclamation and 
WACO will implement the plan according to the schedule agreed to by 
Reclamation, WACO, and ODFW. 
 
Response to Comment SA2-4 – Reclamation and WACO will continue to 
coordinate with ODFW as stipulated in the Elk Mitigation Meadows 
Maintenance and Monitoring Plan.  There were no suitable lands available 
in the upper (northwest) portions of the park to develop elk meadows; 
therefore, the plan identifies two parcels to be developed for new elk 
meadows as shown on Figure 3.5-2.  At this time, there are no plans to 
develop new elk meadows in the upper (northwest) portions of the park. 
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SA2-4 
(cont.) 

  

 

SA2-5 

  

 
SA2-6 

 
 

 

SA2-7 

 
 

 

SA2-8 

  

 SA2-9 
  
 

SA2-10 

 

 
 

SA2-11 
 

State Agency – ODFW, VandeBergh, page 2 of 3 
SA2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA2-5 –  The disc course at the Sain Creek elk 
meadow will include seasonal closures and will be monitored as part of the 
Elk Mitigation Meadows Maintenance and Monitoring Plan. 
 
Response to Comment SA2-6 – Camping has been removed from the 
Preferred Alternative in the Final EA; however, Reclamation has 
committed to the elk meadow rehabilitation and monitoring program as 
mitigation for construction of the dam. 
 
Response to Comment SA2-7  Reclamation will develop an Integrated 
Pest Management Plan (IPMP) in coordination with WACO and ODFW.  
The plan will include provisions to include plants listed by the WACO 
Weed Control Board and other species that are detrimental to habitats at 
the parks. 
 
 
Response to Comment SA2-8 –  Comment noted. 
 
Response to Comment SA2-9 – Potential eagle perch trees could be any 
tree in the park that is about 30 feet or higher.  Environmental 
Commitments listed in the EA include provisions to minimize vegetation 
clearing for facilities development, which includes large trees.   
 
Response to Comment SA2-10 – – Information provided by the 
Northwest Turtle Project on western pond turtles has been added to the 
Final EA.  Environmental Commitments in the EA include provisions for 
Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive (TES) species surveys prior to 
construction if any suitable habitat may be affected. In addition, provisions 
for public information regarding human-wildlife interactions has been 
added to the Final EA.  
 
Response to Comment SA2-11 – Interpretative programs regarding the 
park’s natural resources have been added to the Preferred Alternative in the 
Final EA.   
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SA2-12 

 
 

 

SA2-13 

 

State Agency – ODFW, VandeBergh, page 3 of 3 
SA2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA2-12 – Camping has been removed from the 
Preferred Alternative in the Final EA.  However, provisions for education 
of park visitors on human-wildlife interactions and appropriate behavior of 
visitors has been added to the Preferred Alternative.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA2-13 – Reclamation will continue to monitor 
the use of the park and the recreation user capacity as facilities are 
developed.  Development of facilities may be modified to address park 
capacity as needed.  
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SA3-1 

  

 

SA3-2 

  

 

SA3-3 
  

 

SA3-4 

   

State Agency – ODFW, Caldwell, page 1 of 1 
SA3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment SA3-1 – Any cofferdam constructed at Tanner 
Creek would be proceeded by a technical feasibility study that would 
include research on biological, hydrological, and physical elements of the 
design.  Provisions for fish passage would be included in any such design, 
as specifically noted in the Preferred Alternative.  
 
Response to Comment SA3-2 – Because of the potential dam raise, a 
shoreline boardwalk is not a high priority capital investment for 
Reclamation or WACO.  In addition, it is unlikely that fingerling trout 
would be affected by a shoreline boardwalk or floating restroom.  Rather 
than provide a haven for predatory fish, near shore overwater structures 
often provide shallow water cover for smaller fish.  Reclamation and 
WACO would continue to coordinate with ODFW regarding the design of 
any shoreline boardwalk when and if this feature is developed.  
 
Response to Comment SA3-3 – Enhancement at Tanner and Scoggins 
Creek appear to be the most feasible locations for enhancement of wetland 
and riparian zones.  Because of the large reservoir level fluctuations, 
planting of woody vegetation is practical only in those areas that exhibit a 
relatively stable water groundwater regime.  Reclamation and WACO will 
continue to explore other restoration opportunities as they arise.   
 
Response to Comment SA3-4 – Comment noted. 
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LA1-1 

  

 

LA1-2 

  

 

LA1-3 

 

Local Agency, Joint Water Commission, Erwert,  
page 1 of 2 
LA1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although not required, WACO has had in effect for the past several years a 
voluntary water-quality monitoring program at Scoggins Valley Park. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA1-1 – Currently, there are no water quality 
concerns at Henry Hagg Lake that have been specifically linked to 
recreation use of the reservoir.  Issues of increasing sedimentation in the 
reservoir have been linked to land use practices outside of the park, largely 
commercial timber harvest and associated road building, and large 
landslides.  Reclamation and WACO currently use, and will continue to 
use, BMPs for all construction and maintenance activity.  Construction of 
new facilities and major renovations will include stormwater control 
designs that adhere to all WACO stormwater design standards.  Thus, 
effects from stormwater runoff, while not reduced to zero, will adhere to 
the best available science to significantly minimize effects from new 
facility development.  In addition, recreation sites are designed in a manner 
to control, as much as possible, recreation use of the park.   
 
Response to Comment LA1-2 – See response to comment LA1-1. 
 
Response to Comment LA1-3 – See response to comment LA1-1.  In 
addition, all restroom facilities will adhere to WACO standards.  Vault 
toilets are regularly pumped and serviced to ensure they are in working 
order.  The septic fields at the park are oversized and can easily 
accommodate the level of development proposed under the Preferred 
Alternative.  All sewage and wastewater systems are regularly inspected  
(once a week during the operating season) by WACO staff for bacteria and 
Ecoli.  Samples are analyzed by the state and results sent back to WACO. 
There have been no problems regarding park sewage, wastewater, or water 
quality.  Results average 2-13 ppm, which is well below DEQ’s threshold 
of 200 ppm. 
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LA1-3 
(cont.) 

  

 

LA1-4 

 

Local Agency, Joint Water Commission, Erwert,  
page 2 of 2 
LA1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA1-4 – Provisions of the Preferred Alternative 
and BMPs of the Final EA are sufficient to adequately protect water 
quality at Henry Hagg Lake.  See response to comments to LA-1, -2, and  
-3 also.  
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LA2-1 

  

 

LA2-2 

  

 

LA2-3 

   

Local Agency, Joint Water Commission, Kingston,  
page 1 of 1 
LA2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA2-1 – Comment noted. 
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA2-2 – See responses to comments LA1-1 and 
LA1-3.  Also note that camping has been removed from the Preferred 
Alternative in the Final EA.  While there is an association of greater effects 
to water quality from increased recreation use, these effects are minor and 
incremental.  Recreation has not been identified as the source of any water 
quality problem at Henry Hagg Lake, and proper design and 
implementation of stormwater and sewage facilities would ensure the 
continuing protection of water quality.   
 
Response to Comment LA2-3 – Comment noted.  
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LA3-1 

  

 

LA3-2 

 
  

Local Agency, WACO Parks, Seeley, page 1 of 1 
LA3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA3-1 – Comment noted.   
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA3-2 – Thank you for your list of priorities.  
Reclamation and WACO will avoid making large capital investments in 
facilities until a decision has been made regarding the dam raise.  In the 
meantime, improvements to facilities will concentrate on those items that 
are mobile or low cost.  
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LA4-1 

  

 

LA4-2 

  

 

LA4-3 
  

 

LA4-4 

 

Local Agency, Tualatin Valley Irrigation District,  
Otto, page 1 of 1 
LA4 
 
Note:  for clarity, this hand-written letter was typed; the typed version 
is presented on the next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA4-1 – Reclamation and WACO will continue to 
work with TVID regarding the safety and security of the dam and 
Reclamation Zone.  A provision for the development of an Emergency and 
Evacuation Plan by Reclamation, WACO, and TVID has been added to the 
Preferred Alternative.  
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA4-2 – See responses to comments LA1-1 and 
LA1-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA4-3 – See response to comment LA4-1. 
 
 
Response to Comment LA4-4 – Camping has been removed from the 
Preferred Alternative in the Final EA.   
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As stressed previously, the concerns I bring to this forum relate to several 
issues including: 
 

1. Security – This involves everything from site litter including noise 
pollution to vandalism to general police protection and going all 
the way to safety of the dam and appurtenant structure. 

 
2. Water Quality – Increased use will further degrade the quality of 

our water.  This dam was not built to generate power – rather to 
provide a raw water supply during the dry season.  The Tualatin 
basin yields less than 2% of its total annual discharge between the 
months of June and September (MWH – Aug. 2001).  Remember 
why this dam was built – to supply good water – not to meet every 
conceivable recreational whim that could come up! 

 
3. Protection of the Dam and Users – for safe O&M (Reclamation 

Zone) 
 
Concluding Remark – I am troubled at how the Preferred Alternative was 
chosen.  Rec 1.7 specifically states that “Most group members present 
appear to strongly oppose camping…”  It goes on to say that money is 
needed.  Hopefully, money doesn’t drive all aspects of the plan. 

 Local Agency, Tualatin Valley Irrigation District,  
Otto, page 1 of 1 (reproduced as typed text) 
LA4 
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LA5-1 

 
 

 

Local Agency, WACO Sheriff’s Office, Hepp,  
page 1 of 1 
LA5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment LA5-1 – The information regarding the funding 
mechanism of the State Marine Board and the WACO Sheriff’s 
Department has been added to the Final EA. 
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O1-1 

 
 

 O1-2 
  

 

O1-3 
  

 

O1-4 

 
 

 

O1-5 
  

 

O1-6 

 

Organization, NW Regional Outdoor Science School, Myers, page 1 of 2 
O1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O1-1 –  Development at Area C is less than what 
is proposed under Alternative A, the No Action plan.  Reclamation and 
WACO spent many hours discussing the appropriate level of recreation 
development needed at the park.  We think that Alternative  C strikes a 
good balance between accommodating growing recreation needs and 
resource protection and enhancement.  
 
Response to Comment O1-2 – Camping has been removed from the 
Preferred Alternative in the Final EA.  
 
Response to Comment O1-3 – Comment noted. 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O1-4 – Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O1-5 – Comment noted. 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O1-6 – Comment noted.  
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O1-7 

 
 

 

O1-8 

 
 

 

O1-9 

   

Organization, NW Regional Outdoor Science School, Myers, page 2 of 2 
O1 
 
Response to Comment O1-7 – Reclamation and WACO will continue to 
cooperate with the proponents of the environmental education and research 
center in developing education programs regarding the park’s natural 
resources. 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O1-8 – Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O1-9 – Comment noted. 
 



Henry Hagg Lake Resource Management Plan: Final EA 

Appendix E  .E-21. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O2-1 

  

 

O2-2 

 
  

Organization, Oregon Bass & Panfish Club, Doumitt,  
page 1 of 2 
O2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O2-1 – Any cofferdam wetland enhancement 
project would include provisions for fish passage, water quality, sediment 
control, and boater safety.  In addition, a feasibility study would be 
conducted to assess the potential of the site to accomplish the wetland 
enhancement goals.  
 
Response to Comment O2-2 – Camping has been removed from the 
Preferred Alternative in the Final EA. 
 



Henry Hagg Lake Resource Management Plan: Final EA 

Appendix E  .E-22. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O3-1 

 

Organization, Oregon Equestrian Trails, Wold,  
page 1 of 2 
O3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O3-1 – The Preferred Alternative includes a 
provision to allow equestrian clubs to investigate the potential to develop a 
trail outside the loop road within the park boundary.  Reclamation and 
WACO will not provide funds for the design, implementation, or 
maintenance of the trail but will coordinate with project proponents 
regarding the appropriate location and design elements of any trail.   
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O3-1 

 

Organization, Oregon Equestrian Trails, Wold,  
page 2 of 2 
O3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For response to comment, see previous page 
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O4-1 

  

 

O4-2 

 

Organization, Portland State University, Center for Lakes & Reservoirs, 
Petersen, page 1 of 1  
O4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O4-1 – Comment noted. 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O4-2 – Septic systems in the park are regularly 
maintained and inspected by WACO staff.  There have been no problems 
identified with sewage or wastewater facilities at the park contributing to 
water quality problems at the reservoir.  WACO will continue their 
program of inspection and maintenance to ensure protection of water 
quality at the reservoir.  Also see responses to comments. LA1-1 and LA 1-
3.   
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NORTHWESTERN POND TURTLES AT HAGG LAKE AREA 
 
Range and Habitat Requirements 
 
The western pond turtle (Emmys marmorata marmorata) is one of only two native species of 
freshwater turtles occurring in Oregon.  Historically, the western pond turtle’s range was from the 
Puget Sound area in Washington to the Sierra San Pedro Martirs in Baja California Norte, chiefly 
west of the Sierra Nevada-Cascade crest.   In Oregon, the western pond turtle range includes the 
Lower Columbia River, the Willamette Valley and the Upper Klamath provinces.     
 
There is evidence that this species has been experiencing serious declines in both numbers and 
distribution in all of its historic range due to habitat loss, habitat fragmentation, loss of wetlands, 
introduction of non-native species (i.e., bullfrogs), and other factors.  The western pond turtle is 
listed as by the State of Oregon as Sensitive-critical, indicating that continued declining numbers 
may warrant listing as threatened or endangered in the near future.  In Washington, the numbers of 
pond turtles have declined so drastically that the species is listed by the state as endangered, due to 
only two known small populations remaining. 
 
Western pond turtles require both aquatic and terrestrial habitat to carry out their life functions.  
While spending a large amount of time in the water for resting, basking, feeding, etc., this species 
also requires upland sunny habitats for nesting and forested areas for overwintering.  Females come 
up to nest in the summer months, looking for open, sunny, sparsely vegetated (i.e., gravel areas, or 
grassy fields where vegetation is less than two feet in height) sites in which to lay their eggs.  Both 
males and females aestivate, or rest in forested habitats in the summer and fall months, going back 
and forth to the water periodically.  Some, but not all of the members of a population may 
overwinter in the water, while others may overwinter on land, choosing warm, quiet areas in the 
duff to spend the winter. 
 
Sightings in the Hagg Lake Area 
 
Turtles are secretive and quiet, and thus can be relatively difficult to observe even under the most 
favorable of conditions.  In recent years, several significant observations of western pond turtles 
have occurred in the Hagg Lake area, indicating they are using both the aquatic and terrestrial 
habitats in and around this site.   
 
In June of 1999, a female western pond turtle that was in the process of nesting was picked up by 
children on the west side of the lake, in a gravelly area near Sain Creek.  A local turtle rehabilitator 
received a call about the turtle and picked it up at the lake, and the turtle subsequently dropped her 
eggs, all of which were destroyed.  Had the children left the turtle alone, she may have nested in the 
area or come up another time in another area.  Instead, all of her eggs were lost and as a result no 
potential offspring were hatched for that year. 
 
In the spring of 2003, a male western pond turtle was picked up southeast of Hagg Lake, moving in 
upland habitat near one of the small streams in the area.  This turtle was probably moving from an 
overwintering site to aquatic habitat, to either the stream and/or eventually the lake area.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 

Organization, The Pacific Northwest Turtle Project, Susan G. Beilke, 
Director, page 1 of 3  
O5 
 
Note:  This is not a comment letter on the contents of the Draft EA; rather, 
it is a report that provides data on the status of western pond turtles in the 
vicinity of Henry Hagg Lake.  The Planning Team used this information to 
update the Final EA. 
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These observations confirm that there is a breeding population of western pond turtles at Hagg 
Lake, a very significant finding.  There is currently no other known breeding population of pond 
turtles in the entire valley.   
 
Recommendations for the protection and conservation of turtles at Hagg Lake 
 
Habitat protection and enhancement:  Since habitat loss is considered to be the most significant 
factor in the decline of the western pond turtle, we recommend protecting as much area as possible 
of both aquatic and terrestrial habitats.  Nesting habitat can be protected by keeping some banks and 
adjacent grassy slopes closed to recreational use, especially during the nesting season in the summer 
months.  Females that nest are highly sensitive to any kind of disturbance, including people just 
walking through an area.  Females have been known to abandon nest sites when encountering 
humans.  Dogs are especially disturbing to turtles and will often try to pick up a turtle, causing 
damage to the shell and possible even puncture wounds that may cause infection and ultimately 
death to the turtle. 
 
Protecting aquatic habitat should include quiet, backwaters such as coves and sloughs that offer 
refugia (downed logs) for turtles to bask on and native aquatic vegetation for food and cover.  
Hatchlings and juvenile turtles need shallow waters that offer abundant aquatic vegetation for 
hiding cover and aquatic invertebrates for prey items.  Adult turtles are omnivores and eat a variety 
of fish, snails, and aquatic vegetation. 
 
Overwintering terrestrial habitat can be protected by maintaining forested, riparian areas that are 
closed to recreational use, either all year or at the minimum seasonally.  Forested areas that have a 
well developed canopy layer, with native shrubs and herbaceous species and large amounts of 
downed logs and duff on the forest floor provide high quality overwintering habitat.  Some studies 
in the Willamette Valley have shown that turtles may often prefer south facing slopes for 
overwintering, since they may provide extra warmth during the winter months 
 
Recreational use of an area has been documented in many areas to cause both direct and indirect 
negative impacts to turtles.  High recreational use can cause turtles to bask less often and/or further 
from shore.  If turtles do not spend a sufficient amount of time basking, they cannot survive, since 
they will be unable to digest their food properly, develop eggs, etc.  One study found that turtles 
were investing a large amount of time evading humans to the point that less time was spent 
foraging, etc. and their numbers plummeted.  Recreational use in an area can also increase the 
numbers of nests preyed on by predators (i.e., raccoons) since numbers of predators may increase 
due to an increase in garbage and human food waste. 
 
Education as an important tool for conservation of turtles: 
 
Using education as one tool to help protect and conserve turtles can be very effective and should be 
part of any conservation strategy.  Since the Hagg Lake area already has a high recreational useage 
of both the aquatic and upland areas, it is important to educate the public about the values of 
preserving habitat, especially for sensitive and rare species such as the western pond turtle.  This 
can be done in several ways.   
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Organization, The Pacific Northwest Turtle Project, Susan G. Beilke, 
Director, page 2 of 3  
O5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O5-1 – It appears that there is a remnant 
population of turtles in the Henry Hagg Lake vicinity.  Turtles have been 
identified using an area of Sain Creek, but they may also inhabit Scoggins 
and Tanner Creek.  The Preferred Alternative in the Final EA provides a 
balance between meeting the needs of recreation users by improving 
existing facilities and developing new recreation sites and providing open 
space for the park’s wildlife.  There is significant open space at the park 
that will not be developed.  Many areas including the elk meadows, 
maintained grass fields, and upland shrub/grasslands provide potential 
nesting sites for turtles.  In addition, a number of wetland and riparian 
enhancement projects under the Preferred Alternative could provide some 
benefit to turtles and other aquatic species.  Information provided in your 
report regarding recent sittings of western pond turtles has been added to 
the narrative.  
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- Interpretive signage:  Signs that talk about preserving habitat for species and the role species 
play in their habitat can be educational and informative.  Most people visiting an area often do 
not know that they may be in “wildlife habitat”, but when informed are appreciative of the fact 
that they can learn about wildlife and often feel good about the fact that they can play an 
important role in the conservation of a species(s).  
This role can be simple, such as taking care to stay on trails, not leaving garbage or food out 
for wildlife, staying a safe distance when observing wildlife, etc.   
 
It is also important for signage to inform the public of the laws that protect wildlife, including 
the fact that wildlife cannot be taken home as pets.  Turtles and frogs especially are often 
picked up and taken home since they are small enough for people to handle, and in most cases 
die soon thereafter in captivity.  Since turtles carry parasites and diseases such as salmonella 
that can be transmitted to humans and that can be fatal in children, it is especially important for 
visitors to an area not to handle wildlife. 
 
People who fish at the lake should also be informed about what to do if a turtle is caught on a 
fishing line.  This happens frequently at some sights such as Smith and Bybee Lakes in 
Portland when people are bass fishing, and each year several adults are found either dead or 
with fish hooks caught in their stomach or esophagus, which can cause a long and painful 
death for the turtle.  If a turtle is caught, fish hooks should be carefully removed from the 
turtle’s jaws, or if necessary the turtle can be captured and taken to a vet.   Portland Audubon 
will take injured turtles also.  Under no circumstances should the fishing line be cut with the 
fish hook still in the turtle.  This will most certainly cause the death of the turtle. 
 

- Wildlife talks:  Another important tool for wildlife conservation is to do frequent talks for the 
public, focusing on habitat use, the sensitivity of a species, its status, etc.  Informing the public 
about what they can do is one of the most important ways in which to help preserve habitat and 
wildlife, since most people want to do the right thing and are proud to help conserve our 
natural resources.  

 
 
Prepared by Susan G. Beilke, Director, 
The Pacific Northwest Turtle Project 
 
Please note:  A correction to the above information (page 1, the fifth paragraph) was made in June, 
2003, after I was able to contact the rehabilitator who originally received the nesting pond turtle.  
She informed me that the turtle was in the Sain Creek area on the west side of the lake and not on 
the east side as I had remembered from our conversation two years ago. 
 
On another note, I highly recommend that before any further development occurs in the Hagg Lake 
area, surveys for turtles and other state and federal listed species be conducted in order to determine 
where they occur and what habitats they are using.  This will provide managers more information so 
that these species are properly protected and habitat is conserved and enhanced where possible.   
 

 

O5-2 

 
 

 

Organization, The Pacific Northwest Turtle Project, Susan G. Beilke, 
Director, page 3 of 3  
O5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment O5-2 – The Preferred Alternative in the Final EA 
includes provisions for education of park visitors to avoid disturbing turtles 
and to notify park personnel if one is sighted.  Education materials also 
will include instructions for anglers on how to properly handle caught 
turtles.  
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P1-1 
  

 

P1-2 
  

 

P1-3 

  

 

P1-4 
 

General Public, Dallas, page 1 of 2  
P1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P1-1 –  The Preferred Alternative has been 
modified in the Final EA and does not include camping at Recreation Area 
A East. 
 
Response to Comment P1-2 – Comment noted.  
 
 
 
Response to Comment P1-3 – Camping has been removed from the 
Preferred Alternative in the Final EA.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P1-4 – Reclamation and WACO will coordinate 
with equestrian groups that would be investigating the feasibility of a trail 
system.  In addition,  any equestrian trail must adhere to the fire prevention 
and management plan that will be developed by Reclamation and WACO. 
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P1-4 
(cont.) 

  

 

P1-5 

  

 

P1-6 

   

General Public, Dallas, page 2 of 2  
P1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P1-5 – Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P1-6 – Comment noted. 
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P2-1 

 

General Public, Beman, page 1 of 3 
P2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P2-1:  The Preferred Alternative no longer 
includes a campground at Area A East.  
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P2-2 

  

 

P2-3 

  

 
P2-4  

General Public, Beman, page 2 of 3 
P2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P2-2 – See response to comment P2-1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P2-3 – See response to comment P2-1. 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P2-4 – The location of the proposed 
environmental education and research center was determined after an 
extensive feasibility study to minimize its effects.  Users of this facility 
will be supervised and largely limited to the vicinity of this facility.  The 
project would also be developed using the latest in sustainable use 
technology to minimize any potential effects to the park’s resources or 
adjacent property owners.  
 



Henry Hagg Lake Resource Management Plan: Final EA 

Appendix E  .E-32. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P2-5 

  

 

P2-6 

 

General Public, Beman, page 3 of 3 
P2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P2-5 – See response to comment O1-1. 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P2-6 – Reclamation has held two public meetings 
and 4 Ad Hoc Work Group Meetings to solicit public comments on the 
plan.  The Draft EA was sent to over 75 individuals and organizations for 
comment.  In reaction to the public comments, camping was removed from 
the Preferred Alternative.  Reclamation and WACO think that this plan 
strikes a reasonable balance between meeting recreation demands and 
protecting and enhancing natural resources.  
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P3-1 

 

 

 

P3-2 

  

 

P3-3 
  

 

P3-4 

 

General Public, Edwards, page 1 of 2  
P3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P3-1 – Comment noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment P3-2 – See response to comment O1-1.  In 
addition, park enforcement will increase commensurate with development 
of the facilities.  It is unfortunate that some park users do not dispose of 
their garbage in the containers provided by park staff.  WACO staff will 
continue in their efforts to enforce park rules and improve sanitation. 
 
Response to Comment P3-3 – Reclamation and WACO will be 
coordinating efforts to develop a fire prevention and management plan to 
reduce the potential of fires related to use of the park.  In addition, under 
the RMP, WACO will continue agreements with the Gaston Rural Fire 
Department and the Oregon Department of Forestry regarding fire fighting 
efforts.  
 
Response to Comment P3-4 – See response to O1-1.  In addition, 
Reclamation and WACO are not the proponents of the potential dam raise.  
Clean Water Services is the lead agency investigating the need for the dam 
raise.  
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General Public, Edwards, page 2 of 2  
P3 
 

 




