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In the next hour

• Introductions

• About EveryBlock 

• About Open Government Data

• Some current practices

• Examples on EveryBlock
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Introductions

‣ Dan O’Neil, EveryBlock People Person

‣ Responsible for working with municipal 
governments to obtain the best possible data 
feeds
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About EveryBlock 
THE SITE

‣ Pulls together public records and local news

‣ Offers a one-stop way of finding news and 
information that is geographically relevant

‣ Includes news coverage, crime reports and other 
government data

‣ Helps people connect more deeply to their 
communities

‣ Launched January 2008; we’re now in nine cities
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EveryBlock & Data

‣ We seek to make public data more widely 
available and easier to use

‣ Cooperation with government is key

‣ We want to add value to the work they’ve 
been doing for years at no cost to the 
government

‣ The software that manages our data will be 
open-sourced in June 2009 under the terms 
of our grant from the Knight Foundation
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EveryBlock & Data

‣ We seek formal feeds for all the data we’re 
using on the site, rather than screen-
scraping or using other unofficial methods

‣ We can parse any format, including XML, 
RSS, Atom

‣ We prefer highly structured and defined 
data with a scheduled connection over the 
Web

‣ We seek deltas that are refreshed daily
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About Open Government 
Data

‣ An emerging standard: 8 Principles of Open 
Government Data

‣ http://resource.org/8_principles.html

‣ It would be great if more people in 
government -- on both policy and technical 
sides -- joined this dicussion

‣ http://groups.google.com/group/open-
government/
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Some notes

‣ Primary: “not in aggregate or modified forms”

‣ Timely: “as quickly as is necessary to preserve the 
value of the data”

‣ Privacy: always an issue of government holders of 
data, but not insurmountable

‣ Machine processable: “reasonably structured”. 
Staying away from PDF is a good idea
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Make data sharing a 
strategic objective

‣ We’ve focused thus far on the responsibility of 
government to publish data

‣ But for government, the advantages of publishing 
high-quality raw data are huge

‣ Savings in the long run on software development, 
number crunching, FOIA responses, and so on

‣ Think long and hard before attaching fees to data
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Some current practices

‣ XML data feed published over the Web --  official and 
unofficial

‣ Excel spreadsheets -- common for building permits

‣ Text files -- often downloadable via subscription

‣ Constantly updated HTML -- common for 911 calls for 
service

‣ Web-based lookup tools
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Charlotte Police calls for 
service

‣ http://charlotte.everyblock.com/police-calls/ 

‣ They publish data out of their 911 system to Web

‣ http://maps.cmpdweb.org/cfs/ 

‣ Practically real-time

‣ With no extra effort on the part of the agency
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Seattle Land Use Bulletins

‣ http://seattle.everyblock.com/land-use-bulletins/ 

‣ Web-based lookup tool

‣ http://web1.seattle.gov/dpd/luib/Default.aspx?
BID=336 

‣ We get the information from them and link users 
directly to their records
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Chicago Bike rack 
installations

‣ http://chicago.everyblock.com/bike-racks/

‣ They provide an XML feed with a subset of data that 
is available on their site

‣ http://www.chicagobikes.org/bikeparking/
index.php#zip 

‣ We get an index of data we’re interested, and link to 
the government source for more information
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Questions?
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Thank You

‣ Please do not hesitate to call or write with 
questions (or data!)

‣ Daniel X. O’Neil 
danx@everyblock.com
(773) 960-6045
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