Regulatory Requirements

0, R 2

safety <+ performance <+ cleanup <+ closure

he US. Department
of Energy is required
to comply with all

applicable federal, state, local,
and tribal regulations governing
impacts to the environment from r‘
historic and ongoing operations. | ¥
In order to ensure consistent
and complete compliance with |
the various regulations, thei

The laws governing these activities are the
National Environmental Policy Act and the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.

National Environmental Policy Act

T he National Environmental Policy Act requires all
federal agencies to fully consider and document any
potential environmental consequences resulting from
US. Department of Energy | its activities. Nevada Site Office compliance with the National
implements a multitude of | Environmental Policy Act is reflected in its Final Environmental

Orders detailing the requirements that vonuactor and Impact Statement for the Nevada Test Site and Other Off-Site

federal employees must meet to assure compliance while Locations in the State of Nevada.

conducting work. The intent of these laws, regulations,

and Orders is to reduce risk, ensure the health and safety Resource Information on environmental

of workers and the public, control pollution, and to . laws can be found on the U.S.

protect the environment. Conservation Environmental Protection
Agency web site

In accordance with these requirements, the Environmental and Recovery wwwe[)ga.goi///regionSIdefs

Management Program at the U.S. Department of Energy, Act
National Nuclear Security Administration Nevada Site . _
Office is responsible for environmental restoration and he Resource Conservation and Recovery Act is
waste management activities on the Nevada Test Site and an environmental law which authorizes the US.
select locations on the Nevada Test and Training Range. Environmental Protection Agency to regulate the
Current Environmental Management activities include management of hazardous wastes which includes generation,
characterization and remediation of contaminated areas; transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal. ~ The US.

Sk { implementing methods to safely Environmental Protection Agency has delegated the State of
accept and dispose low- Nevada its authority to ensure compliance with

level and mixed low- | Other Nevada Site Office | the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.
level radioactive waste; | environmental documents

and managing legacy can be found at: In addition to these two laws, the Nevada Site
| transuranic waste. www.nv.doe.gov/envdocs | Office also complies with its agreements with the
- State of Nevada. These agreements include the
E The laws governing these activities Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order,
are the National Environmental Federal Facility Compliance Act and Consent Order, Agreement
Policy Act and the Resource in Principle, Mutual Consent Agreement, and the Settlement

Conservation and Recovery Act. Agreement.

Hazardous Waste: Solid waste, or a combination thereof, contairiing vuristituerits tiat are Lxic, curiusive, reactive, iynitable,
or specifically identified by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as “hazardous.”

Low-Level Waste: Radioactive waste that cannot be characterized as high-level, transuranic, spent nuclear fuel, or by-product
materials.

Mixed Radioactive Waste: Waste that contains both hazardous and radioactive constituents.

Radioactive Waste: Materials with no future use that have been contaminated by a nuclear process, thereby containing
unstable elements (such as hydrogen, plutonium, or uranium) which emit radiation.

Site Treatment Plan: A plan which identifies specific processes for handling, treating and storing mixed radioactive waste.

Transuranic Waste: Waste contaminated with elements that have an atomic number greater than uranium (92) and contains
more than 100 nanocuries of alpha-emitting isotopes per gram, with half-lives greater than 20 years.



Federal Facility Agreement and
Consent Order

nder the Federal Facility Agreement and Consent
Order, the Nevada Site Office is responsible for
inactive contaminated sites and facilities on the
Nevada Test Site and parts of the Nevada Test and Training
Range (which includes the Tonopah Test Range). Within this
regulation, a process is outlined for identifying, prioritizing,
investigating, and addressing sites contaminated by years of
nuclear weapons production and testing. Inaddition, a technical
strategy for cleanup activities is established, the opportunity
to complete multiple corrective actions is maximized, and a

mechanism for public involvement is addressed. The intent of
the Agreement is to:

* ldentify sites with potential historical contamination and
accomplish proposed corrective actions;

» Establish specific sampling and monitoring requirements;

» Ensure cooperation, coordination, and communication
among the parties;

 Develop cost-effective approaches to site management.

performance

Federal Facility Compliance Act
and Consent Order

s was signed in 1992, the Federal Facility Compliance
Act requires that all existing quantities of mixed
radioactive waste be identified. The Act directs each

affected federal facility to work with their respective states to
develop Site Treatment Plans and identify technologies for
treating and storing the waste. The Consent Order, issued by
the State of Nevada Division of Environmental Protection

and signed by the U.S. Department of Energy, is a result of
this mandate.

In accordance with the Consent Order, Site Treatment Plans
for the Nevada Test Site must be reviewed and approved by

the State of Nevada. In addition, the Nevada Site Office must
submit annual updates to the plans.
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cleanup

Mutual Consent Agreement

he Mutual Consent Agreement covers the storage and

management of mixed low-level waste generated or

identified after March 1996. The Nevada Site Office
must develop and submit specific treatment and disposal plans
for this waste to the State of Nevada within nine months of
identification.

@ Mutual Consent Agreement
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Agreement in Principle

he Agreement in Principle reflects the understanding

and commitments between the U.S. Department

of Energy and the State of Nevada regarding the
provision of technical and financial support to the State for
environmental, safety, and health oversight, as well as associated
monitoring activities. The Nevada Site Office also commits to
assist in emergency management initiatives designed to protect
the health and safety of Nevada Test Site personnel, as well as
citizens throughout Nevada.

Additionally, even though the State of Nevada does not have
regulatory authority over radioactive waste, a Joint Low-Level
Waste Oversight Agreement is incorporated as an appendix
to the Agreement in Principle. This appendix is a cooperative
oversight arrangement between the Nevada Site Office and the
State of Nevada, which increases the State’s role to monitor
the acceptance of low-level radioactive waste disposed at
the Nevada Test Site. By entering into the Agreement, the
Nevada Site Office and the State agree to share all pertinent
information concerning waste types and quantities. As part
of this Agreement, the State can conduct prompt reviews of
operating documents and site management procedures.
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Regulatory Requirements

Settlement Agreement

he Settlement Agreement between the U.S. Department of Energy and the State of Nevada authorizes the Nevada

Site Office to temporarily store its inventory of mixed transuranic waste. A large portion of this inventory has already

been shipped to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico for permanent disposal. The storage of any similar
waste requires the Nevada Site Office to obtain an addendum to the Settlement Agreement from the State of Nevada Division
of Environmental Protection.

Nevada Test Site workers move drums containing
transuranic waste in preparation for shipment to the
Wiaste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico.

For more information, please contact:
U.S. Department of Energy
National Nuclear Security Administration
Nevada Site Office
Office of Public Affairs
P.O. Box 98518
Las Vegas, NV 89193-8518
(702) 295-3521
envmgt@nv.doe.gov
www.nv.doe.gov

For information on all Nevada Site Office Environmental Management activities visit:

www.nv.doe.gov/envmgt
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