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The Navajo People and
Uranium Mining
Edited by Doug Brugge, Timothy Benally,
and Esther Yazzie-Lewis
Albuquerque:University of New Mexico
Press, 2006. 210 pp. ISBN: 0-8263-3778-3,
$29.95

The Navajo People and Uranium
Mining, edited by Doug Brugge,
Timothy Benally, and Esther Yazzie-
Lewis, is an easy and informative read.
The book tells an important and
heretofore untold story about the expe-
riences of Navajo miners and families in

the uranium mining industry. With a stir-
ring foreword written by Stewart L. Udall, former

U.S. Representative for Arizona and Secretary of the Interior
under presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson, the book
clearly intends both to be educational and to evoke an emotional
response from the reader. The book is informative and thought
provoking.

The Navajo People and Uranium Mining is a collection of
12 chapters. Seven chapters contain oral histories and narratives that
reveal the experiences of the Navajo people from diverse perspectives,
including history, psychology, culture, advocacy, and policy. These
narratives, obtained through interviews, are told directly by the miners
themselves or by their families, and are thus steeped in emotion. They
also create a powerful documentary of the experiences of the Navajo
miners, which have been largely unknown by most Americans. As with
other dangerous industries in the United States, the self-sacrificing
stories of the workers are usually the forgotten ones. 

The other chapters in the book describe the social, cultural, and
political aspects of the Navajo people and uranium mining. The
authors describe the health effects of uranium and how these medi-
cal issues adversely affected the lives of the miners and their families.
A lack of proper health care following uranium exposure led to
further consequences. Attention is also given to the psychological

consequences of uranium mining, including post-traumatic stress
disorders and their harmful effects on the families. The authors also
discuss the political aspects of uranium mining, including effects on
the environment and the use of uranium in weapons. Furthermore,
these chapters provide information on the legal aspects of uranium
mining and the Navajo miners. The authors provide a detailed
description of the 1990 Radiation Exposure Compensation Act and
the history of its passage so that the reader can put other chapters
into perspective.

Despite the excellent oral histories, the book contains some small
flaws. The book is intended to evoke an emotional and empathic
response from the reader and it does so in a powerful and honest way.
However, the authors themselves acknowledge that many aspects of the
book “are not superficially precise as quantitative science.” It is the
“quantitative science” that enables medical research to help uranium
workers and the medical community understand risk and the health
hazards of uranium mining. In the chapters that cite studies related to
uranium health effects, some references are not peer-reviewed publica-
tions but are advocacy books or transcripts of Senate hearings.
Furthermore, in some chapters referencing peer-reviewed literature, the
conclusions often are based more on advocacy and opinion than on the
scientific facts. 

The Navajo People and Uranium Mining is, however, an excellent
book that helps to fill the information void regarding the Navajo
people and their uranium mining experiences. This book provides
for the Navajo people access to a large audience of readers to whom
they can tell their personal and unheard stories. As a scientist who
has studied uranium health hazards using objective methods, I
found it nice to read a book that endeavors not only to educate but
to personalize the experiences of the people our research is supposed
to help.

ALEXANDRA C. MILLER

Alexandra C. Miller is a senior scientist with the Armed Forces Radiobiology
Research Institute and an assistant professor at the Uniformed Services University
of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland. Dr. Miller has numerous publica-
tions in the area of depleted uranium health hazards and is the author of
Depleted Uranium, Properties, Uses, and Health Consequences from the
CRC Press. 
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Analysis of Global Change
Assessments: Lessons Learned
Committee on Analysis of Global Change
Assessments, National Research Council
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2007.
206 pp. ISBN: 0-309-10544-7, $38.48

Assessments of Regional and Global
Environmental Risks: Designing
Processes for the Effective Use of
Science in Decisionmaking
Alexander E. Farrell, Jill Jäger, eds.
Washington, DC:RFF Press, 2006. 293 pp. 
ISBN: 1-933115-04-1, $70

Creating a Climate for Change
Susanne C. Moser, Lisa Dilling, eds.
Cambridge, UK:Cambridge University Press, 2007.
576 pp. ISBN: 0-521-86923-2, $146

Emissions Trading: Principles and
Practice, 2nd ed.
T.H. Tietenberg
Washington, DC:RFF Press, 2006. 223 pp. 
ISBN: 1-933115-30-0, $80

Environmental Disasters, Natural
Recovery and Human Responses
Roger del Moral, Lawrence R. Walker
Cambridge, UK:Cambridge University Press, 2007.
216 pp. ISBN: 0-521-86034-5, $127

Environmental Protection, Law and
Policy, 2nd ed.
Jane Holder, Maria Lee
Cambridge, UK:Cambridge University Press, 2007.
800 pp. ISBN: 0-521-69026-3, $58

Extreme Conflict and Tropical Forests
Wil De Jong, Deanna Donovan, Ken-ichi Abe,
eds.
New York:Springer, 2007. 184 pp. 
ISBN: 1-4020-5461-7, $99

Fate of Persistent Organic Pollutants in
the North Sea
Tatjana P. Ilyina
New York:Springer, 2007. 132 pp. 
ISBN: 3-540-68162-5, $89.95

From the Corn Belt to the Gulf: Societal
and Environmental Implications of
Alternative Agricultural Futures
Joan Iverson Nassauer, Mary V. Santelmann,
Donald Scavia, eds.
Washington, DC:RFF Press, 2007. 260 pp. 
ISBN: 1-933115-47-4, $85

Gaia’s Revenge: Climate Change and
Humanity’s Loss
P.H. Liotta, Allan W. Shearer
Westport, CT:Greenwood, 2007. 208 pp. 
ISBN: 0-275-98797-3, $49.95

Global Environmental Health in the
21st Century: From Governmental
Regulation to Corporate Social
Responsibility
Myron Harrison, Christine Coussens
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2007.
126 pp. ISBN: 0-309-10380-0, $26.10

Human Impacts on Weather and
Climate, 2nd ed.
William R. Cotton, Roger A. Pielke Sr.
Cambridge, UK:Cambridge University Press, 2007.
330 pp. ISBN: 0-521-84086-6, $127

Introduction to Chemical Transport in
the Environment
John C. Gulliver
Cambridge, UK:Cambridge University Press, 2007.
304 pp. ISBN: 0-521-85850-2, $98

Nanoparticles and Occupational Health
Andrew D. Maynard, David Y.H. Pui, eds.
New York:Springer, 2007. 186 pp. 
ISBN: 978-1-4020-5858-5,$109

Personal Care Compounds in the
Environment: Pathways, Fate and
Methods for Determination
Kai Bester
Hoboken, NJ:John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2007. 
263 pp. ISBN: 3-527-31567-3, $165

Progress in Preventing Childhood
Obesity: How do We Measure Up?
Committee on Progress in Preventing
Childhood Obesity
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2007.
494 pp. ISBN: 0-309-10208-1, $46.50

Quantified Eco-Efficiency
Gjalt Huppes, Masanobu Ishikawa, eds.
New York:Springer, 2007. 330 pp. 
ISBN: 1-4020-5398-6, $169

Reality Check: The Nature and
Performance of Voluntary
Environmental Programs in the United
States, Europe, and Japan
Richard D. Morgenstern, William A. Pizer, eds.
Washington, DC:RFF Press, 2007. 185 pp. 
ISBN: 1-933115-36-8, $80

Scientific Writing: A Reader and
Writer’s Guide
Jean-Luc Lebrun
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific Publishing Co.,
2007. 150 pp. ISBN: 981-270-473-6, $55

The Economics of Climate Change
Nicholas Stern
Cambridge, UK:Cambridge University Press, 2007.
712 pp. ISBN: 0-521-70080-1, $58
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