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Testimony of Gary I. Laweryson, Chalrman of the Maine Voterans Coordinating Commitiee
on rural access fo the Vetorans Administration in the Siate of Maing

Monocrabie Senators and Congressman:

Thank you for allowing me lo testlly on behalf of the Msine Vetsrans Coordinating Committee.
Our organization is comprised of the above veterans service organizations and reprasents a
united voice working for the veferans of Maine.

The VA's CARES program, short for Capita! Asset Realignment Enhanced Services, studied the
access fo Maine’s rural vetaran population and concluded more Community Based Oulpatient
Clinics (CBOC's} were needed along Maine’s North - South corridor and Wastern Maine. These
CBOC's would provide s greater number of Maine’s rural velerans the much needsd access to

quallly outpatient and specialty care.

Every CBOC gite within Maine has Nied fo capacily and are in need of expansion tc be abile to
continue to provide the quality care Maina's veterans have come Io expect

The CARES study shows Maine Is greater in area and rura/ veteran population than the olther
entire VISN 1 area. In 2004, the VA 's computer projections were 154,000 veterans in Maine were
eligible for care in the VA system, These profections did not take into account the velersns who
move 1o Maine's rural areas to escape the fast iife, nor Maine's growing retired veleran
popuistion.

Through the efforts of the Maine Veterans Coordinating Committe and s subsidiary
organizations, Togus VAMAOC enroliad 500 - 700 new veterans each month for over two yaers,
Although this trend has slowed, Togus continues to enroll new veterans each month. Now tha
Maine's National Guard and Reserve components are returning from Alghanistan and iraq, many
with wounds and llinesses requiring VA care, the need for sccess will agaln increase.

Maine's current VA system is siretched io the breaking point and i is imperative new CBOC's
are made avallable to provide timely access o services,

Due to Maine's unique geograpbhical size It is difficult for many of Maine’s veterans to travs|

fo the existing sites. Maine has no mass translt system. Maine’s veterans rely on the DAV
shuttle bus for transport fo Togus and the CBOC's. However, in the northern counties there is
only one bus avaiiable. Many of Maine's rural veterans are on a kimited, fixed Income and are
unable to afford transport to Togus or the nearest CBOC. Nor can these velerans afford health

Insurance or access to Jocal care.
The Maine Veterans Coordinating Commiite belisves Togus should be expanded to become &
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full service VA Regional Medical Center, independant of Boston. Maine's rural vetersns must
now travel several hours one way o oblain care at Togus or 8 CBOC. To raquire Maine's
veterans io travel three to eight hours more to Boston for tortiary care is unacceptable. Maine
has one of the top rated Cardiac Surgery Centars in the nation and Is leading the nation in
long term care and end of life care provided to our veterans. Sending Maine's velerans fo
Boaton remaoyves the lfamily and local veteran support system sorely needed to effect recovery.

While tha majority of the nation Is urban or metro and have showed a slower growth, rural
Maine has demonstrated a sustained growth pettern and will continue this trend.

Lastly, the Maine Veterans Coordinating Committee woukd urge the VA fo open lines of
communiations lo all veterans, not Just In Maine. In the pasi, the veterans have not felt the
VA was user frisndly. As a result, many older veterans and those serving on active duty have
Talled to avail themsaslves of the quality care provided by the current VA system.

in Maine, the veterans are banding together to aducate our veterans on the many services
available io them. * Operation | Served * is a foint project inttiated to provide information

fo Maine's veterans, their spouses and familles on services through the VA system, educational
benefits, tax rellef, financial assistance, employment assistance, houging assistance and

long term care options through the VA and Msine's Vetorans Homes system. Our program has
received requesis and been supplied fo many other states.

Again, on behalf of the Maine Velorans Coordinating Committe and the Maine vetorans we

represent, thank you for allowing me this opportunily to speak to you. The Maine Veterans
Coordinating Committee looks forward fo continuing fo work with Congress fo enable the VA
fo provide qualily services fo all vaterans.

Respectiully submitted,
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