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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (S) 

1-75-1 
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The National Transportat ion Safety Board is concerned about 
the safety implications of m a j o r  Federa l  t ransportat ion policy 
decisions.  This  concern has  been expres sed  in  Safety Board Special 
Studies entitled Fatal i ty  Rates  for  Surface Fre ipht  Transportat ion,  
1963 to 1968, and Risk Concepts i n  Dangerous Goods Transportat ion 
Regulations, and in  Safety Recommendations 1-72-1 and 1-73-1. 

The Declaration of Policy (Section lO l (a ) (5 ) )  of the Regional 
Rail  Reorganization Act  of 1973 recognizes the importance of 
t ransportat ion safety in the res t ruc tur ing  of e s sen t i a l  ra i l road  
serv ice  i n  the midwest  and northeast  regions of the United States.  
In spelling out the dut ies  and responsibil i t ies of the United States 
Railway Association (USRA), the Act twice ca l l s  f o r  a n  evaluation 
of the social  cos t s  assoc ia ted  with al ternat ive solutions to  the rail- 
road problem (Sections 202(b)(2) and (5) ) .  

Losses  f r o m  transportat ion accidents  (death, in,jury, and 
property damage)  are important  social  cos ts  that should be con- 
s idered  and evaluated during the development of a Final  System 
- Plan by the Association. However, none of the documents pub- 
l ished to date by e i ther  the U. S. Department  of Transportat ion 
(DOT), the R a i l  Serv ices  Planning Office (RSPO) of the In te rs ta te  
Commerce  Commission (ICC), o r  the USRA have defined o r  
evaluated the safety implications of the m a j o r  t ransportat ion policy 
decis ions required to  reorganize the bankrupt r a i l roads  in the 
northeast  quadrant  of the ‘IJnited States.  
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Safety Recommendation 1-72-1, adopted by the Safety 
Board on May 10, 1972,  add res sed  the specific i s sue  of 
a s s e s s i n g  the safety impact  of t ransportat ion policy 
decis ions that wi l l  t r ans fe r  t raff ic  between the modes.  
safety recommendation said in  par t ,  

Th i s  

"The Department  of Transportat ion should 
take the lead in  developing a methodology 
f o r  Safety Impact s ta tements .  These s ta te -  
men t s  would be analogous to Environmental  
Impact Statements;  they would recognize and 
highlight the safety implications of any  pro-  
posed t ransportat ion change. They could be 
used within DOT for  the evaluation of any  
suggestions f o r  policy changes that would 
affect  either aggregate  t ransportat ion demand 
o r  the division of demand between the modes  
(modal spli t) .  'I 

The S f e t y  Board bel ieves  that the Congressional mandate 
for  the Association to study the effects  of a possible wholesale 
divers ion of traffic f rom the bankrupt ra i l roads  to t rucks  
imposes  a n  obligation upon the USRA to define and delineate 
the safety consequences of its Final  System Plan. 

F o r  this reason,  the National Transportat ion Safety Board 
recommends  that: 

The United States  Railway Association 
explicit ly evaluate the impact  of the Final 
System Plan upon t ransportat ion safety. 
This  safety ana lys i s  should be a separa te  
section o€ the Final  System Plan when it is 
submitted to the Congress .  
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Personnel  f rom our  Bureau of Surface Transportat ion 
Safety a r e  available if fur ther  information o r  ass i s tance  is 
des i r ed .  

REED, Chairman,  McADAMS, THAYER, BURGESS, 
and HALEY, Members ,  concurred in  the above recommendation. 

I Chai +man 

Copies to: 

1. Rail Serv ices  Planning Office, 
Inter  state Commerce Commission 

2. Chairman, Senate Committee on Commerce 
3 .  Chairman, Senate Appropriations Committee 
4. Chairman,  House Committee on Public Works  

and Transportat ion 

5. Chairman,  House Committee on Government Operations 
6 .  Chairman,  House Committee on Appropriations 
7 .  Chairman, House Committee on Inters ta te  and Foreign 

Commerce  

8. Secre ta ry ,  Department of Transportat ion 
9. Adminis t ra tor ,  Federa l  R,ai l  road Administration 


