
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

I F o r w a r d e d  to: 

M r .  Charles A. Webb 1 SAFETY RECOMMENDAT ION ( s )  Pres ident  
Nat ional  Assoc ia t ion  o f  Motor Bus Owners 

H-75-46 i S u i t e  308 Blake B u i l d i n g  
1025 Connect icut  Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

and 

M r .  W i l l i a m  A. Bresnahan 
Pres ident  
American Trucking Associat ions,  
1616 P S t ree t ,  N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

Inc .  

---- 
On May 13, 1975, a Rohr I n d u s t r i e s '  protot,ype bus was being road- 

tes ted  near Phoenix, Arizona. 
t h e  engine compartment, f e l t  a l o s s  o f  engine power, and saw smoke 
coming from the  r e a r  engine compartment. 
h y d r a u l i c a l l y  powered engine hood, b u t  i t  would n o t  open. 
t r i e d  t o  ex t i ngu ish  the  f i r e  through the  hood's access door, b u t  he 
was no t  successfu l .  
destroyed the  bus. 

t h e  d r i v e r ' s  e f f o r t  t o  ex t i ngu ish  the  f i r e .  Unfor tunate ly ,  c i rcum- 
stances were such t h a t  the  d r i v e r ' s  f i r e  ex t i ngu ish ing  e f f o r t s  were 
f r u s t r a t e d  and the  e n t i r e  v e h i c l e  was l o s t .  

Th is  i n c i d e n t  i l l u s t r a t e s  how impor tant  i t  i s  t h a t  each d r i v e r  
know the  proper f i r e f i g h t i n g  procedures f o r  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  veh ic le .  
Motor veh ic le  f i r e s  can i n v o l v e  engine f u e l ,  t i r e s ,  brakes, cargo, 
hazardous cargo, and e l e c t r i c a l  systems, e t c .  The procedures t o  p u t  
o u t  f i r e s  i n v o l v i n g  each o f  these are  var ied.  Also, each v e h i c l e  
va r ies  i n  con f igu ra t i on .  

The two occupants heard a no ise  from 

They attempted t o  r a i s e  the  
The d r i v e r  

The f i r e  spread t o  the  passenger compartment and 

O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  commercial motor v e h i c l e  operators  was 
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