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H-75-45 i 
On May 13, 1975, a Rohr I n d u s t r i e s '  p ro to type bus was being road- 

They attempted t o  r a i s e  the hydrau- 

tes ted  near Phoenix, Ar izona. 
engine compartment, f e l t  a l o s s  o f  engine power, and saw smoke coming 
from the  r e a r  engine compartment. 
l i c a l l y  powered engine hood, b u t  i t  would n o t  open. The d r i v e r  t r i e d  
t o  ex t i ngu ish  the  f i r e  through the  hood's access door, b u t  he was n o t  
successfu l .  
t he  bus. 

design fea tu re  which i s  common t o  most, b u t  n o t  a l l ,  s m a l l  f i r e  e x t i n -  
gu ishers.  The 2 l/Z-pound d r y  chemical ex t i ngu ishe r  used i n  the i n c i -  
dent had a nozz le  which was an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t he  ex t i ngu ishe r .  
d i r e c t  the ex t i ngu ish ing  medium a t  t he  flames, t h e  e n t i r e  ex t i ngu ishe r  
had t o  be manipulated. 

o f  t he  i n i t i a l  f i r e  made i t  impossib le  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  d r y  chemical a t  
t he  f i r e .  Had t h e  ex t i ngu ishe r  been equipped w i t h  a hose between the 
conta iner  and the  nozzle,  t he  nozz le  could have been manipulated i n t o  
a p o s i t i o n  which would have pe rm i t ted  d i r e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t he  d r y  
chemical on t h e  f i r e .  

The two occupants heard a no ise  f rom the  

The f i r e  spread t o  t h e  passenger compartment and destroyed 

The engine f i r e  ext inguishment e f f o r t  was f r u s t r a t e d  by a bas ic  

To 

The space a v a i l a b l e  t o  manipulate the  ex t i ngu ishe r  and the  l o c a t i o n  

Therefore,  t h e  Nat iona l  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board recommends t h a t  
t he  Bureau o f  Motor C a r r i e r  Safety :  

Amend 49 CFR 393.95, "Emergenc,y Equipment on A l l  
Power Un i ts , "  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  ex t i ngu ishe rs  
be equipped w i t h  a f l e x i b l e  hose between the  



REED 
concurred 


