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I 
SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (5) 

H-75-32 through H-75-36 i 
-_______I_____-______L____I_____________- 

On February 28, 1975, a t  7:40 a.m., P . d . t . ,  the f i r s t  of a series 
of multiple-vehicle co l l i s ions  occurred on State  Route 91 near Corona, 
California. The col l is ions occurred i n  f o g .  Eighty-four vehicles were 
involved a n d  2.3 persons were injured. 

The Safet,y Board's investigation revealed t h a t  many drivers did 
not know w h a t  they s h o u l d  do t o  avoid becoming involved i n  a co l l i s ion .  
The investigation also revealed tha t  the drivers d i d  not know what they 
should do when they became involved i n  a co l l i s ion ,  i . e . ,  i f  they should 
leave t h e i r  vehicles or remain in them. 

A t  the time of the accidents, the California Highway Patrol had 
s ta r ted  t o  escort  some of the vehicles through the fog. The speeds in 
the convoy vehicles were lower and more constant than the speeds of 
those vehicles n o t  in the convoy. Because of the higher and more varied 
speeds of the vehicles n o t  in the convoy, they became involved in more 
severe accidents. 

Patrol in November 1970. I t  consists of an escort  service to  motorists 
who encounter f o g  on selected highways. 

similar procedure tha t  could prevent or reduce the severi ty  of col l is ions 
in fog. 
should be compiled in to  a manual fo r  use by police agencies i n  areas t h a t  
have problems with fog. 

the National Highway Traff ic  Safety Administration (NHTSA): dr iver  
education, highway-pol ice  department procedures, and vehicle l ight ing.  
The Safety Board has made previous recommendations to  the NHTSA i n  the 
f i r s t  two areas.  

The convoy procedure was implemented by the California Highway 

There may be other S ta te  police agencies tha t  a lso use a convoy or 

All such procedures should be studied and the most effect ive 

The findings of t h i s  accident pertain t o  three areas of i n t e re s t  t o  

I n  the area of driver education, the National Transportation Safety 
Board has recommended t h a t  the National Hiahwav Traf f ic  Safetv Adminis- " .. 
t ra t ion :  
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1. Assume a leadership role 
to resolve the conflict 
is being taught relative 
fog. (Recommendation H-72-51) 

2. Modify the Driver Education Standar 
No. 4) to include more d 
re1 ative to reduced-vi si 
(Recommendation H-72-52) 

Recommend to driver education in 
need to stress in the teaching o 
there is no single solut 
problem and point out t 
discontinue highway use until conditio 
warrant safe travel. (Recommendation 

These recommendations were made to the NHTSA in 
recommendation No. 2 was repeated in a 

The NHTSA appears to have had di 
mendations for several reasons: (a) T 
statistics revealing the magnitude of the reduced visibility problem 
(b) there is no consensus among drive 
taught about driving in fog; (c) resea 
has produced conflicting results; and 
taught now relative to driving in fog 

recommendation H-72-52, the confl icting information bei 
to driving in fog (recommendation H-72 
data must be gathered. 

Therefore, the National Transport 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: 

1. Sample motor vehicle acc 
States to determine the 
in jury-producing acc iden 
under reduced visibility conditions. 
(Recommendation H-75-32) (Class 11, P 
Followup) 

2. Review its multidiscipli 
gation files to identify 
in reduced visibility co 
(Recommendation H-75-33 
Followup) 

3. 

The Safety Board recognizes that before the NHTSA 
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2f National Transportation Safety Bo 
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3 .  Conduct a formal survey of driver educators to 
determine what is and what should be taught about 
driving under reduced visibility conditions and 
issue such guidelines for driver education 
courses. (Recommendation H-75-34) (Class 11, 
Priority Followup) 

In addition, the National Transportation Safety Board also recom- 
mends that the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: 

be equipped with a set of brake and turn lights 
mounted high enough above the pavement so a 
driver could see the lights of at least the two 
vehicles directly ahead. (Recommendation H-75-35) 
(Class 11, Priority Followup) 

(a) Survey those police agencies that employ 
convoy or escort procedures; (b) select from 
the procedures those that have proven to be 
most effective; (c) analyze the procedures 
and develop recommendations to assure maximum 
effectiveness of patrol procedures; and (d) 
compile and issue an operations manual that 
can be implemented by the States through 
Highway Safety Program Standard No. 15, 
"Pol ice Traffic Services. " (Recommendation 
H-75-36) (Class 11, Priority Followup) 

4. Revise FMVSS 108 to require that all new vehicles 

5. 

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, THAYER, BURGESS, and HALEY, Members, con- 
curred in the above recommendations. 

Bv : 
v Chairman 

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON THE ISSUE 
DATE SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THIS DOCUMENT SHOULD BE 
MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 




