
FOR RELEASE: 6:30 P,M,, E , D , s , T , ,  AUGUS'T 15, 1975 
ISSUED: August 15, 1975 

Honorable Norbert T. Tiemann 
Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 1 SAFETY REcoMMENDAT I O N  (s )  
Washington, I). C a 20590 \ 1 H-7 5-16 
Honorable M i l l s  Godwin 
rflvernor 
Commonwealth of Virginia 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

The Virginia Department of Highways and Transportation has s e t  up 
a construction zone on In te rs ta te  495 in Fairfax County, Virginia. 
January 11, 1975, an automobile struck timber barricades which had been 
placed along the  median within the  construction zone and then stmlck 
f u e l  containers within the construction barricades. 
the three occupants of the automobile were k i l l e d  (see photograph). 
i t s  investigation of t h a t  accident, t he  National Transportation Safety 
Board learned of other serious accidents within the zone and discovered 
several  hazards t o  motorists who drive within the zone, 

A f i r e  resu l ted  and 
&ing 

Since construction a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  continue along the sect ion of 
1-495 f o r  another year o r  more, the Safety Board believes t h a t  hazards 
which ex i s t  should be eliminated. 
ident i f ied  the  following hazards within the  construction zone: 

The Safety Board's investigation 

(1) h e  markings are  too f a i n t  t o  see,  especial ly  at 
night or  when the road i s  wet; some lane markings which 
a re  no longer current are s t i l l  v i s ib l e ,  which can con- 
fuse motorists; and t h e  lane markings which indicate tran- 
s i t i o n a l  lanes on the  shoulders are too  abrupt for  t he  
posted speed l i m i t .  

(2) The timber barricades, which are  used both as t r a f f i c  
bar r ie rs  and road edge delineators can be knocked in to  
the  roadway by a vehicle o r  blovm onto t h e  roadway by the 
wind; the barricade ra i l  forms d spear when it is h i t  by 
a vehicle; and when s t ruck,  t he  barricades are  inadequate, 
a t  posted speeds, t o  sa fe ly  red i rec t  t r a f f i c  onto the  
roadway. 



( 3 )  Stored materials, fue l ,  and equipment are  n 

( 4 )  Construction materials and debris have r e  

protected from t r a f f i c .  

effectiveness of such safety f a c i l i t i e s  as 
and guardrails. For example, construction 
in front  of guardrails makes it possible f o  
t o  vault  the guardrails* 

(5) Shoulders e i ther  do not ex i s t  o r  are b a d e  

(6) Hazards such as  excavations and bar r ie rs  are  ad jacwt  
t o  the roadway even in areas where work is not present1 
being done. 

(7)  When lanes are  closed temporarily, t r a f f i c  control  
procedures are  poor and present hazards both t o  flag- 
men and t o  motorists, 

In addition t o  specif ic  hazards ident i f ied in the  construction zone 
the  Safety Board investigation indicated tha t  the Federal Highway Admin 
i s t r a t i o n  (FHWA) has not established safety standards f o r  t h e  design an 
use of temporary t r a f f i c  bar r ie rs  i n  construction zones. 

The National Transportation Safety Board, therefore ,  recommends 
t h a t  the FHWA and the State of Virginia: 

Investigate the  aboveinentioned hazards t o  determine i f  
they s t i l l  e x i s t ,  and, i f  so ,  take appropriate action t o  
correct them. (CUSS I.) 

McADkMS, THAYER, BURGESS, and HALFY, Members, concurred i n  t he  
above recommendation. REED, Chairman, did not participate.  

THIS PIECOMMENDATION WILL BE RELEXSED TO THE PUBLIC UN THE ISSUE DATE 
SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THE CONTFXTS OF THIS DOCIJME3E 
SHOULD BE MADE BEFORE THAT JIATE. 



T r a n s i t i o n  s i t e  a t  I n t e r s t a t e  495 and Back l i ck  Road where a 
f a t a l  a c c i d e n t  occur red  on January 11, 1975. T h i s  photo i l l u s t r a L e s  
t y p i c a l  haza rds  of t imber  b a r r i c a d e s  i n a d e q u a t e  t o  red i rec t  t r a f f i c  
when s t r u c k  and l a n e  markings s t i l l  v i s i b l e  though no longer c u r r e n t .  
Th i s  photo does no t  r e p r e s e n t  v i s u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  the  time of tile 
a c c i d e n t .  




