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A-75- 79 

On September 6 ,  1075, the l e f t  wing t r a i l i n g  edge inboard 
foref lap separated from an American Airlines Boeing-747 d u r i n g  an 
approach t o  the San Juan International Airport, Puerto Rico. 

Before i t s  investigation of t h i s  accident, the National 
Transportation Safety Board was aware of s i x  other inboard fore-  
f l a p  separations on the Boeing-747 since 1972. 
recent separations occurred during a 14-month period beginning 
July 1974. 
r e su l t  of the separations,  two of them have caused major airfranie 
damage, In one case, a 12-foot foref lap section f e l l  t o  the 
ground and narrowly missed children. 

separated froni the a i r c r a f t  and struck .the fuselage and horizontal 
s t ab i l i ze r .  
the area of seat  Row 37, and window panel fragments were thrown 
across the seats  of t h a t  row. 
in these sea ts .  

The f i v e  most 

Although there  have been no serious in jur ies  as a 

In the recent San  Juan accident,  about 1 2  f e e t  of the foref lap 

The fuselage sustained extensive impact damage in 

Fortunately, there  were no passengers 

Three of the previous foref lap separations have been a t t r ibu ted  
t o  seizures o f  a foref lap airload r o l l e r  or ro l l e r s .  
ou r  investigation of the l a t e s t  separation i s  n o t  completed and 
the probable cause has n o t  ye t  been determined, we have found a 
seized foref lap airload r o l l e r  on the l e f t  inboard f lap .  
investigation revealed one seized, and one b i n d i n g  roller on the 
r , i g h t  inboard f l ap  of t h i s  airplane.  After the accident,  American 
Airlines inspected i t s  f l e e t  of 747's and found two seized air load 
r o l l e r s  on other a i r c r a f t .  

Although 

Further 

1676 



Honorable James E. Dow 

The Safety Board i s  aware t h a t  
been issued t o  cope w i t h  this proble 
cor rec t  the problems which cause the  
i s  concerned tha t  the  i n i t i a l  100-fl 
regard t o  the inboard foref laps ,  s ince the  f a i l u r e s  have o 
Moreover, we believe t h a t  the e f f ec t  
s h o u l d  not  be delayed unt i l  October 
the 100-flight interval f o r  operator 
inspection provisions, may r e s u l t  i n  
t h a t  these separations have the  inhe 
injury t o  passengers aboard the a t r c r a f t  and t o  persons 
poten t ia l ,  combined with the frequency w i t h  which the s 
make i t  imperative tha t  correct ive action be taken a s  so 

Fedcral Aviation Admini s t r a t i  on: 
Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Bo 

Amend A0 75-20-05 t o  require t h a t  the  inspect i  
foref laps  be conducted w i t h i n  the  next 25 f l i g  
date of issuance of the amended AD. (c1 

R E E D ,  Chairman, IlcADAMS, TtIAYER, BURGESS, an 
the  above recommendation. 

THIS RECOIIMENDATION WILL BE REL 
N O  FUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF T ABOVE.  

PRIOR 70 THAT DATE. 


