
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

I S S U E D :  Augus t  29,  1975 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N  (S) 

Forwarded to: 

l lonorable James E .  Dow 
Acting Admin i s t r a to r  
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Washington, D. C. 20591 A-15-10 & 71 

On February 2 1 ,  1975, a Beechc ra f t  BE-55, N907T, crashed du r ing  t h e  
h o u r s  of darkness  w h i l e  on an in s t rumen t  approach t o  t h e  Lawrenceburg 
Municipal A i r p o r t ,  Lawrenceburg, Tennessee. According t o  a w i t n e s s ,  
t h e  p i l o t  f l ew  t h e  a i r c r a f t  ove r  t h e  a i r p o r t  twice w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
l a n d  i t  i n  ground fog;  t h e  c e i l i n g  and v i s i b i l i t y  were near z e r o  a t  t h e  
a i r p o r t .  

The N a t i o n a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S a f e t y  Board ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
a c c i d e n t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  had been c l e a r e d  f o r  an approach by a 
c o n t r o l l e r  a t  t h e  Memphis Air Route T r a f f i c  Con t ro l  Center. The Lawrenceburg 
A i r p o r t  is an u n c o n t r o l l e d  a i r p o r t  which i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Memphis Center  
a r e a  of c o n t r o l .  

The n o n d i r e c t i o n a l  r a d i o  beacon (NDB-A) approach t o  runway 16 is the 
only pub l i shed  in s t rumen t  approach procedure f o r  the Lawrenceburg A i r p o r t .  
The Na t iona l  Ocean Survey (NOS) c h a r t ,  used by t h e  F e d e r a l  Av ia t ion  
Admin i s t r a t ion ,  b e a r s  t h e  n o t a t i o n  "Night minimum n o t  a u t h o r i z e d "  f o r  t h i s  
approach. The Board b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  wording of t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  is  
ambiguous. I t  i s  n o t  completely clear t h a t  t h e  NDB-A approach t o  runway 16 
a t  Lawrenceburg is a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  i n s t rumen t  f l i g h t  r u l e s  (IFR) o p e r a t i o n s  
d u r i n g  d a y l i g h t  hour s  o n l y .  

The c o n t r o l l e r  i s s u e d  an approach c l e a r a n c e  t o  N907T a t  n i g h t  and t h e  
p i l o t  accepted t h e  c l e a r a n c e .  The S a f e t y  Board b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  c o n t r o l l e r  
and the p i l o t  may have been mis l ed  by t h e  wording of t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  
NOS c h a r t .  

P i l o t s ,  who are on an IFR f l i g h t  p l a n  and d e s t i n e d  t o  arr ive a t  n i g h t  
a t  an a i r p o r t  s e rved  by a pub l i shed  in s t rumen t  approach which i s  r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  daytime u s e ,  shou ld  be adv i sed  of t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  by a i r  t r a f f i c  
c o n t r o l  (ATC) ~ 
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L4 CFR 91.117 p r o h i b i t s  descen t  i n  o t h e r  t han  v i s u a l  c o n d i t  
t h e  m i n i m u m  descen t  a l t i t u d e  (MDA) f o r  nonprec i s ion  in s t rumen t  approa 
S ince  t h e  c l o s e s t  weather  r e p o r t i n g  s t a t i o n  t o  Lawrenceburg, Tennesse 
is about  35 m i l e s  s o u t h  a t  Muscle Shoals ,  Alabama, Memphis Center  con 

S a f e t y  Board b e l i e v e s  t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  of an approach c l e a r a n c e ,  i t  woul 
more a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a c e n t e r  c o n t r o l l e r  t o  issue a c l e a r a n c e  t o  rnri  

I 
have no way of de te rmining  t h e  weather  a t  Lawrenceburp. Conseauentlv.  t h e  

t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  minimum en r o u t e  alt i tude/minimum obs 
a l t i t u d e  (MEA/MOCA) f o r  n i g h t  a r r i v a l s  a t  Lawrencebur 
o t h e r  a i r p o r t s  where n i g h t  ins t rument  approaches a r e  

Accordingly,  t h e  Na t iona l  Trans 
t h e  Fede ra l  Av ia t ion  Adminis t ra t ion :  

1. Change t h e  wording of t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  Nat ion 
Ocean Survey ins t rument  approach c h a r t s  f o r  l o c a t i o  
where n i g h t  approaches a r e  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  s o  t h a t  t 
r e s t r i c t i o n  i s  c l e a r l y  understood.  (C las s  11) 

2 .  Advise p i l o t s  a r r i v i n g  i n  a t e r m i n a l  a r e a  on an IFR 
f l i g h t  p l a n  whenever t h e  publ i shed  in s t rumen t  appro 
procedure is no t  a u t h o r i z e d  f o r  n i g h t  o p e r a t i o n s .  
I n s t e a d  of an approach c l e a r a n c e ,  i s s u e  a c l e a r a n c  
t o  c r u i s e  a t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  minimum en r o u t e  a l t i t  
minimum o b s t r u c t i o n  c l e a r a n c e  a l t i t u d e  (MEA/MOCA) a 
n i g h t .  (Class  11) 

FHAYER, BURGESS, and HALEY, Members, concurred  i n  t h e  
REED, Chairman and McADANS, Member, d i d  no t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  
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