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FOR RELEASE: 6:30 A,M,, E , D , s , T , ,  AUGUST 14, 1975 
1SSUED:August 14, 1975 

On February 23, 1975, a B r i t t o n  Norman a i r c r a f t  crashed a t  the 
Provincetown Municipal A i rpo r t ,  Provincetown, Massachusetts;  t h e  p i l o t  
w a s  execut ing a v i s u a l  approach t o  runway 7.  V i s i b i l i t y  was 3 miles 
because of patchy ground fog, and t h e  a i r p o r t ' s  lead-in l i g h t  system 
had been turned on. 
1,500 f e e t  from t h e  runway threshold.  

The p i l o t  s t a t e d  t h a t  he became d i s o r i e n t e d  about 

The lead-in l i g h t  system t o  runway 7 a t  Provincetown Municipal A i rpo r t  
c o n s i s t s  of f i v e  s t r o b e  l i g h t s  s i t e d  a t  p rescr ibed  i n t e r v a l s  on t h e  
extended runway c e n t e r l i n e .  The system, however, does n o t  inc lude  two 
s t r o b e  l i g h t s  on t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  runway landing  threshold .  
of  t h e  system have s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  absence o f  l i g h t s  on t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  
runway threshold  depr ives  them of r o l l  o r  ho r i zon ta l  guidance. 
when v i s i b i l i t y  is reduced, t h e  lead-in l i g h t s  tend t o  confuse users  of 
t h e  system. 

Some u s e r s  

Consequently, 

The FAA Advisory C i rcu la r  (AC) 15/5340-14B, Change 1 dated June 24, 1973, 
was i n  e f f e c t  when t h e  lead-in l i g h t  system was i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h e  Provincetown 
Airpor t .  
s p e c i f i e s  where the l i g h t s  must be s i t e d .  
system must c o n s i s t  of seven s t r o b e  l i g h t s ,  f i v e  of which must be  s i t e d  on 
t h e  extended runway c e n t e r l i n e ,  and t h a t ,  "The o the r  two s t r o b e s  a r e  loca t ed  
on t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  runway landing threshold."  
Provincetown does n o t  conta in  t h e  two s t r o b e s  which a r e  requi red  on t h e  s i d e s  
of t h e  runway threshold .  

Paragraph 4 ,  Appendix 1 of t h e  AC desc r ibes  t h e  system and 
The paragraph states t h a t  t h e  

The lead-in l i g h t  system a t  

Change 1 t o  t h e  AC has  been r ev i sed  by Change 2, da ted  February 11, 1975. 
The new amendment, however, has  not  a l t e r e d  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  lead-in 
l i g h t  system except t o  desc r ibe  the s t r o b e  l i g h t s  a s  "omnidirect ional  
capac i to r  discharge f l a s h i n g  l i g h t s "  and t o  s p e c i f y  t h a t  t h e  runway end 
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lights, are to be "approximately 40 feet from each edge of the 
threshold. " 

In view of this accident and the nonconformance 
system with the guidelines of the applicable Advisory 
Board believes that the two strobe lights should be in 
threshold of runway 7. 
recommends that the Federal Aviation Administration: 

The National Transportation Safety B 

1. Require that the omnidirectional lead-in 
light system to runway 7 at Provincetown 
Airport, Massachusetts, be modified to c 
the guidelines of AC 150/5340-14B. (Clas 

Monitor present and future installations of similar 
lead-in light installations to insure compliance with 
applicable provisions of AC 150/5340-14B 

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, THAYER, BURGESS, and HAL 

2 .  

concurred in the above recommendations. 

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON THE ISSUE D 
SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THIS DOCUMENT SHOULD BE MADE 
BEFORE THAT DATE. 


