
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

ISSUED: ~ ..July 20 ,  1975 

Acting Administrator 
Federal  Aviation AdmIhis t r a  t ion 

1 SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I O N ( S )  

Washington, D. C. A- 7 5- 5 7 

The Nat ional  Transportat ion Safe ty  Board inves t iga t ed  the  acc ident  
involv ing  Federal Aviation Administration Douglas DC-3, N-6, a t  DuHois, 
Pennsylvania, March 2 7 ,  1975. 
Di rec tor  and the p i l o t  i n  command allowed the  a i r c r a f t  t o  be operated by 
a p i l o t  (Regional Director)  who d id  not meet t h e  FM requirements t o  
operate a l a r g e  a i r c r a f t  car ry ing  passengers.  
not occupy a s e a t  during t h e  takeoff .  
p i l o t s ’  s e a t s  d i d  no t  use the  i n s t a l l e d  shoulder  harnesses and several .  
passengers d id  not  f a s t e n  t h e i r  s e a t b e l t s .  
w i t h  FAA p o l i c i e s ,  r u l e s ,  and requirements spec i f i ed  i n  FM Handbook 
4040.g, “General Manual f o r  Operations of F M  A i r c r a f t , ”  were brought t o  
the a t t e n t i o n  of FM personnel who a s s i s t e d  the Sa fe ty  Board i n  i t s  
inves t iga t ion .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  showed t h a t  the  Regional 

The p i l o t  i n  command d id  
The p i l o t s  who were i n  t h e  

The d e t a i l s  of these  var ianccs  

This  acc ident  i l l u s t r a t e s  t o  a high degree a lack. of proEessional 
conduct on t h e  p a r t  of an FAA sen io r  o f f i c i a l  and t h e  f l i gh tc rew i n  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a f l a g r a n t  d i s regard  f o r  the  prescr ibed procedures and s a f e  
opera t ing  p r a c t i c e s .  The Board has f o r  some time been concerncd with 
in s t ances  of nonprofessional  conduct by a i r  c a r r i e r  crews. 
October 8, 1974, t h e  Board i ssued  a recommendation (A-74-85 & 8 6 )  t o  the  
FAA with r e spec t  t o  t h i s  matter I t  is, t h e r e f o r e ,  a mat ter  of some no te  
t o  t h e  Board t h a t  an acc ident  occurred involv ing  personnel  of t h e  FAA 
which was caused by nonprofessional  conduct. The F M  s e t s  the  s tandards  
fo r  a l l  airmen and f o r  t h i s  reason i ts  personnel ,  above a l l ,  should 
follow meticulously the  prescr ibed procedures and s a f e  ope ra t ing  prac t i . ces .  

In f a c t ,  on 

1563-B 



Honorable James E. Dow 

We are aware of the General 
1975, stipulating the action to 
to assure that Agency aircraft a 
Handbook 4040.g and that crewmember qualif 
met. However, we believe that the profess 
needs additional emphasis. 

Therefore, the National Transportat 
the Federal Aviation Administration: 

Bring to the attention of all 
officials and pilots t 
this accident in ord 
their official respons 
the highest degree of professionalism and tota 
compliance with applicable standards, procedur 
and operating practices. (Class 11) 

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, T 
concurred in the above recommendation. 

THIS RECOMMENDATION WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON T 
SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THE CONTENTS 0 
SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 


