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During the National Transportation Safelty Beard's public hearing
concerning the TWA 514 crash which occurred on Decemver 1, 197lh, near
Berryville, Virginia, several pilots from a number of large U. 5. ailr
carriers testified that they had seldom, if ever, received 3IGMET
messages via navigational aid voice Treguency. They indicated that there
was neither a radio reception problem nor a difficulty in transmission of
the data. The problem was that the SIGMETS were nobt being broadcast over
the navigational aids in accordance with current procedures. As you know,
current procedures are for the SIGMETS to be brosdeast upon receiplt and
at 15-minute intervals at H400, H+15, H+30 and H+45 for the Tirst hour
alfter issuance, Indications are that communicator workload may be the
reason that SIGMETS are not always broadcast on schedule.

The Safety Board 1s concerned that warnings of weather severe enough
to be potentially hazardous to ailrcraft in flight may not always be
available or may not be available in a timely manner.

The Board recognizes that alr carrier pilots do have another scurce of
SIGMETS in flipght and that is the company dispatcher. In accordance with
1h CFR 121.601(b), the dispatcher is required to furnish the pilot in flight
with "....any additional available information of meteorclogical conditions
....that may affect the safety of the flight." In the case of TWA 51k,
the dispatcher testified that he used SIGMETS to make operational decisions
and treats them as, "....Jjust another piece of forecasting information we
teke intc consideration." He alsc testified that it was not standard
procedure to transmit or relay SIGMETS or AIRMETS to flighterews. When
asked what procedure is expected of WA flighterews in regard to securing
SIGMETS in flight, the dispatcher replied that, "....they generally pick it
up en route, I would suspect, from ARTC or tuning in one of the weather
broadecasts on the way.”
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Honorable James E. Dow

In view of the reguirement to disseminate the 1argc number of SIGMETS
and AIRMETS issued by the National Weather Service, and to reduce .
gubstantially the manpower necessary to make the live broadcast of Lhcse G
In-flight Advisories, it would appear more practlcal to tape thc adv1sor1es 51
upen receipt for subseguent broadcast. . S SERERNN

In view of the testimony at the TWA 51@ publlc hearlng, 1t would also 2
seem necessary to conduct a survey of air carrier digpatch: dcpartmenta to:
assure that there are standard procedures in use to prov1de pllots Ln ;'3}'”L'
flight with SIGMET and other meteorological 1nformatlon ; SN

On the basis of the foregoing, the Natlonal Transportatlon Safety Boarﬂi
recommends that the Federal Aviation Administration:. . : ; SRS

1. Require that In-flight Advisories (SIGMETS and AIRMETs) be tapedﬂ;*r
on receipt, for subseqguent brosdcast via navigatiocrial aid VOlcé'f*'T
frequency and assure that they are, and continue to be; brcadcast
in accordance with current procedures. (Class II) o :

2. BRequire that Principal Air Carrier Operatlcns Inspectors'survéy;Q {f
all air carrier dispatch departments to assure that adeguate. @ . 0%
standard procedures are in use to provide pilots in flight: withcjf*"
SIGMET and other meteorologiczl information in accordance w1th Sl
14 CFR 121.601({b}. (Class IT) L

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, THAYER, BURGESS, and HALEY, Members, o 0. .
concurred in the above recommendations. S

(/Totn H. Reed
Chairman

THESE RECOMMENDATION WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIL ON THE ISSUE DATE ,'.
SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THIS DOCUMENT SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR S
TO THAT DATE. L




