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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (S) 

Washington, D. C. 20591 A-75-54 alia 55 

During t h e  National Transportati.on Safe ty  Board' s puhl ic  hearing 
concerning t h e  TGJA 5111. crash which occurred on December 1, 19.i4, inear 
Ber ryv i l l e ,  Vi rg in ia ,  s eve ra l  pil.ots from a riuml-,er of l a rge  U. S .  a i r  
c a r r i e r s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t hey  had seldom, i f  ever,  received. SIGMET 
messages via  navi.gat ional  a i d  voice frequency. They iridica.ted t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s  n e i t h e r  a rad io  recept ion prokjlem nor a d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t ransmission of 
-the da t a .  The prol-ilem was that the SIGMETS were not k i n g  broa.dcast over 
t h e  naviga t iona l  a i d s  i n  accordance wj. th  cur ren t  procedures.  As you Itnov, 
cur ren t  procedures a r e  f o r  the  SIGMETS t o  be Lroadcast upon receip.t  and 
a t  15-minute i.iitervals a t  I i i C O ,  IlclS, H+3O and I1+45 :for .the f i r s t  hour 
a f t e r  i.ssuance . Indica t ions  are that communicator workload may be the  
reason that SIGMETS are not always broadcast  on schedule.  

The Safe ty  Board is concerned tliat warnings of weather severe enoiigh 
t o  be p o t e n t i a l l y  haz.ardous t o  a i r c r a f t  i.n f l i g h t  may not always be 
ava i l ab le  o r  may not be ava i la l i le  in  a t i m e l y  manner. 

The Board recognizes t h a t  aj.r c a r r i e r  p i l o t s  do have another source of 
SIGMETS i n  f l i g h t  and t h a t  i s  t h e  company d ispa tcher .  In accordance w i t h  
14  CFR 121.601(b),  t h e  d ispa tcher  i~s required t o  fu rn i sh  the pi . lot  I.n fl.i.ght 
with " . . .any add i t iona l  avail.a'b1.e i nfonnation of meteorological. coriditions . . . . t h a t  may affect ,  t h e  sa fe ty  0% the f l i g h t  . I '  

t h e  d ispa tcher  t e s t i f i e d  that he used SIGMETS t o  make opera t iona l  dec is ions  
and treats them a s ,  ". . . . Ju s t  another  p iece  of fo recas t ing  information we 
t ake  i n t o  considerat ion ." H e  a l s o  t e s t i f i e d  t.hat i t  was not  s tandard 
procedure t o  transmit or relay SIGM3TS or  4IIWETS t o  f l igh tcrews .  When 
asked. what procedure i s  expected of 'IWA f l igh tcrews  i n  regard t o  secur ing  
SIGMETS i n  f l i g h t ,  t h e  d ispa tcher  r e p l i e d  t h a t ,  " . . I . they genera l ly  pick it 
up en route ,  I would suspec t ,  from /IRTC or tuning i n  one of t.he weather 
broadcasts  on t h e  ?ray." 

I n  t h e  case of 'DiA 5111, 



Honorable James E .  Dow 

In view of the  requirement t o  d 
and AIRMETS issued by t h e  National Weather Service,  and t o  reduc 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  the  manpower necessary 
I n - f l i g h t  Advisories, it would appea 
upon r e c e i p t  Tor subsequent broadcast .  

I n  view of t h e  testimony at t h e  
seem necessary t o  conduct a survey o 
a s su re  t h a t  t he re  a r e  s tandard proce 
f l i g h t  w i t h  SIGMET and o the r  meteorological  information.  

On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  foregoing, the  Nat ional  Trans 
recommends t h a t  t h e  Federal  Aviation Administration: 

1. Require t h a t  I n - f l i g h t  Advisories (SIGMETS and A 
on r ece ip t ,  f o r  subsequent bro 
frequency and assure t h a t  t h e  
i n  accordance w i t h  cur ren t  procedures.  (Class 11) 

2. Require t h a t  P r inc ipa l  A i r  C a r r i e r  Operations Inspec 
a l l  a i r  c a r r i e r  d i spa tch  departments t o  a s su re  t h a t  
s tandard procedures are i n  use t o  provide p i l o t s  i n  
SIGMET and o the r  meteorological  information i n  
14 CFR 121.601(b). (Class  11) 

REXD, Chairman, McADAMS, THAmR, 
concurred i n  t h e  above recommendations. 

THESE RECOMMENDATION WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLI 
SHOWN ABOVE,. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 
TO THAT DATE. 


