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____________________________________I___- 

On September 8, 1974, Trans Vorld A i r l i n e s  F l i g h t  841, a 
B-707-331B, crashed i n  the  I o n i a n  Sea, about 50 miles west of 
Cephalonia, Greece. 
I s r a e l ,  t o  New York, New York, with scheduled s t o p s  i n  Athens, 
Greece, and Rome, I t a l y ,  

The a i r c r a f t  was on a f l i g h t  from T e l  Aviv, - 

The r e s u l t s  of the  l abora to ry  examination of c e r t a i n  i t e m s  
i n  the recovered f lo t sam e s t a b l i s h  conclus ive ly  t h a t  the  de tona t ion  
of a high order  explosive took place i n  the  a i rcraf tPs  a f t  cargo 
campartmen t 

Subsequent t o  the accfdent  'It was determined t h a t  an a f t  cargo 
compartment f i r e  on a s i m i l a r  f l i g h t  on August 26, 1974, was caused 
by a malfunctioning explosive device contained i n  a su i tcase .  
both ins tances ,  the passengersn checked b a g p g e  a t  the l a s t  board- 
i n g  poin t  was no t  examined, nor was t h i s  required,  Trans World 
Ai r l ines '  procedures now include the examination of checked baggage 
a t  t h a t  boarding point., 

I n  

The National Transpor ta t ion  S a f e t y  Board i s  aware of the 
problems i n  main ta in in5  an adequate l e v e l  of a i r c r a f t  s e c u r i t y  with- 
o u t  undue cos t s ,  delays,  o r  passenger i r r i t a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when 
an air c a r r i e r  opera tes  i n  o t h a r  coun t r i e sa  Since a i r c r a f t  s ecu r i ty ,  
i n  most casesp  i s  a j o i n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the air c a r r i e r ,  the  air- 
p o r t  au thor i ty ,  and t h e  r egu la to ry  agency involved, i t  i a  apparent 
t h a t  c lose  coordinat ion among a l l  p a r t i e s  involved is a p r e r e q u i s i t e  
f o r  the  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of the s e c u r i t y  program, The Federa l  Aviat ion 
&min i s t r a t ionns  Aviat ion h c u r i t y  Technical Assis tance Program plays  
a v i t a l  r o l e  i n  adapt ing  s e c u r i t y  pwgrams to the  needs of t i m e  and 
loca le ,  Although many na t ions  have a l ready  ava i l ed  themselves o f  
t h i s  program, i t  has n o t  yet  reached a11 coun t r i e s  where American f l a g  
c a r r i e r s  m a k e  scheduled s tops ,  
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