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The National Transportation Safety Board i s  investigating a midair 
co l l i s ion  between an Aero Commander 6T and a F - l l lAo  
occiured on November 12,, 1974, near Bryce Canyon, Utah. 
was i n  the mi l i ta ry  a e r i a l  refueling t rack AR-3x6. 
believes tha t  the base a l t i t ude  selected for the  refueling area did not 
provide a suf f ic ien t  margin of safety.  

The accident 

The Safety Board 
The F- l l lA 

Aerial  refuel ing operations were being conducted at  assigned 
a l t i t udes  from FL 1.80 through FL 2 l O .  
which w a s  operating according t o  v isua l  f l i g h t  rules, advised air t raff i .c  
control that he was at  17,500 f ee t  and requested an instrument f l i g h t  
rules clearance with an assigned a l t i t ude  of 18,,000 (FL 180)- 
clearance coiild be issued,, a co l l i s ion  occurred between the F-11lA and 
the Aero Commander. 

The p i l o t  aboard the Aero Commander, 

Before a 

InitiaXLy, the lead F - l l U , ,  one of two., had navigational difficuLLies 
because of a malfunctioning i n e r t i a l  navigation system and TACAN while 
attempting a rendezvous with the tanker. Immediately following a 
change of lead, the F-11I.A f l i g h t  began t o  joi,n up when the p i l o t  
established v isua l  contact with a flashing red l igh t ,  which appeared 
t o  emanate from an a i r c r a f t  operating within the blocked airspace. 
Unfortunately, the red l i g h t  was on the Aero Commander and not the tanker. 
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Honorable James R, Schlesinger 

On the basis  of the above findings, the National Transportation Safet 
Board recommends tha t  the Department of Defense: 

1. When mil i tary a e r i a l  refueling operations are  co 
within posit ive control areas, designate a base a l t i t u  
for the  block airspace suff ic ient ly  higher than the ba 
a l t i tude  of the posit ive control are  
a buffer between a e r i a l  refueling ac 
unrelated visual  f l i g n t  ru les  a c t i v i t i  
control area. 

When mil i tary a e r i a l  refueling operat i  
below posit ive control areas, revise 
requirements so as t o  enhance the conspicuity of the 
m i l i t a r y  a i r c r a f t  during night operations. 

2. 

REED, Chairman, McADAMS, BURGESS, and HALEY, Members of the Bo 
concurred i n  the above recommendations. T H A E R ,  Member, did not 
par t ic ipate  

THESE RECOMMEJTDATIONS WILL BE REUASED TO THE PUBLIC ON "HE ISSUE 
SHOWN ABOVE. 
SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 

NO PUBLIC DISSWATION OF THE CONTFXLIS OF "HIS DOCUMFXC 

CC: Alexander P. But terf ie ld  


