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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON (5) 

A-75-10 - 

On September 1, 1974, a Gates Learjet ,  Model 25B, crashed near 
Denver, Colorado. The a i r c r a f t  was operating as a t ra in ing  f l i g h t .  
Based on the National Transportation Safety Board's investigation, 
including information from the cockpit voice recorder and physical 
evidence of the posit ion of the horizontal  s t ab i l i ze r  actuator  jackscrew, 
we believe t h a t  the instructor  p i l o t  was demonstrating runaway nosedown 
t r i m  . 

The manufacturer's procedure f o r  recovering from runaway nosedam 
s t a b i l i z e r  t r i m  requires t h a t  the p i l o t  reach forward and tu rn  off the 
t r i m  cutoff switch, which i s  located on the center instrument panel. 
However, when the a i r c r a f t  i s  i n  full nosedown t r i m  a t  high airspeeds,  
the p i l o t  may have t o  hold 80 pounds a f t  control force t o  maintain level 
flight. I n  t h i s  accident,  the evidence indicates  t h a t  control of the 
a i r c r a f t  was not maintained, and the e f fo r t s  of both p i l o t s  Were not 
suf f ic ien t  to a r r e s t  the steep descent which resul ted.  

While aspects of t h i s  accident may be peculiar t o  f l i g h t  t ra in ing  
procedures, it might not have occurred had the t r i m  cutoff switch been 
located on the control wheels, where a quick manipulation of a thumb 
or  f inger  could have a r res ted  the runaway act ion.  
such an i n s t a l l a t i o n  i s  standard on cer ta in  other Learjet  models. 

We understand t h a t  

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board recommends 
tha t  the Federal Aviation Administration: 




