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Interview with Neil Alden Armstreng, Office Building 1C0B, NASA HQ.,
23 September 1971, with RS.

Today, the day btefore he leaves NASA for 2 prcfessorship at
the University of Cincinnati, T finally had a long talk with the first
man to set foot on the moon.¥ After an hour and a half of taping on my

#Not "the first man on the moon," his companion Buzz Aldrin points

out {they landed simu%ﬁ%g;eﬁa}y). Aldrin Tnterview of ten months ago.
o b2

small recorder, I invited Armsircng to lunch and we spent another hour
and a half at the Fsderal City Club, He had so much time to spare

that T actually ran out of aguestions (as usual, others occurred too
late). It was as though Armstrong had packed all his documents, said
all his gcodbyes and had nothing whatsoever to do, The Administrator,
Dr. James Fletcher, gave a small -~ ahout ferty -- cocktail party

for Armstrong yesterday, and he was reluctant to accept that., Armsirong
impresses me as not much of a mixer.

As we were riding back to the office after lunch he asked, "Do
you hear much talk around here about my duty being to stick with NASA?"
T said no, but T didn't get around much any more; in fact, this was
my first interview in a menth,

The second half of our three-hour sessicn was not reccrded, so
7111 put down the notes onr it, then add some material from the tapes
themselves:

1. Armstrong is not one to 1ad%ﬁ}out the praise, When I
asked nim who, after all those years at ¥SC, stood out in talent and
ability, he grinnecd and said, "Emil Schiesser! T'd vote for Emil every
time." T had never heard the name before; I locked it up upcn return-
ing te the office and find that Schiesser is in the Orbit Determination
Section fwas secticon head in 1968, but not head in 1570) of the Mathemat-
ican Physics Branch of John Mayer's Mission Planning and Analysis
Division,

The most valuable sessions ip Houston were Bill Tindall's(;¢PPrrx,“
weekly (6K) meetings., These amounted to a real education, says Armstrong.
As for Rill's famous "Tindallgrams," he says, "I don't know how Bill
got away with them. Nobody edited him, as everything else at Houston
is edited, John Mayer let him have a free hand,"

Chris Kraft's biweekly Software Configuration Control meetings
were better than Low!s Friday CCB's, "which got bogged down in minutae."
Armstrong has scme praise for Kraft: "He kneéw a lot." As much as his
middle level engincers (who are Neil's heroes). "N&, but almost."

-

TFTTT EmiY 5a41d mascons were Lhere, we had mascors there," sald Armstrong
grinning., Schiesser 1s slencder, ascetic, intense, articulate, says Douglas
Ward, FAC M3C today. Plotted Apollo 11 moen orbit and discovered at last
miante perturbation that would cause landing 20,000 ft, downrange - as 1t was,



"The main thing is, the configuration coatrol system worked.
Yvery change, nc matter how small, hacd to be approved," said Armstrong.

The quality of the middle-level engineers was more
irmportant than the organizaticn, Armstrong inissteds. I said I was amazegd
at how many of the engineers came not from MIT or Cal Tech or Turdue,
but from small Tennessee, Texas and Alabama colleges. Well, they were

nto jobs where they cculd perform. BRut, I said, that takes org-
n He cenceded the vrnnf-

2. Armstrong went to Purdue on the Holloway Plan,
whereby he cculd go to school two years, then spenc two or three years
in the Navy before going back to graduate., A%t the end of his two years
{1950 CX), Armstrong said he would take three years, please, But the
Navy wdld, "VYou'll take two" ~- the Korean War was on., Because of the
war he stayed in the Navy three years. Then when he retumned he went
on the GI Ri11, which contained provisions for graduate study which

ollovway did not., Zventually he did not go into graduate study at
Purdue because "T got the urge to fly." He says, "You knecw, there
aren't many test pilots., When the chance came I had to grab it." There
was no test pilot cpening at first, sc NASA put him at work at Lewis
Cleveland for a while (CK HOW LONG).

Armstrong went tc Edwards to fly the X-15. He also
attended USC, and by the time be hecame an astronaut he had completed
his work for his master's degree excepting his thesis., In January 1970
he went to USC and was allowed to render his tiesis orally, and was
pranted his M.S. 7 asked if this had been publicized, and he said
he didr't think so, exce t locally.

How many honorary degrees did he have? Six, he said:
Maryland, Ohio Spate,ﬁVotre Dame, Purdue, Miami of Ohio, Wittenberg,
T said Jim Wéqu“ Arﬁétrong. "T could have had that many if I had accepted
them all,.”

He expects tc do scme studying at the University of
Cincinnati "to make a hetter teacher." ﬁe will teach a Jbupﬂs of courses
a quarter {C¥), He confesses: "7 den't write very well, He doesn't

talk goo? sentences, either (as Norman leler constantly points out).
Mailer calls it computersse, but I say it’s unn ccesoarj verbiage.
fxample: We talked abcut a WRESS questionnaire, of which one of Arm-
strongts pages was missing. Part of it cong}Ehed favorgite cities and
listed eight, TFive ysars and history since the ques twunqurnstrong

3aid torfay: "T wouldn't be able Lo answer that any more becauze I'm sure
there have bsen so many infliuenc ps// that would change your thinking in
that kind of regard it would create a tenuance (8%) and [ wouldn't
remember,"/fHe could have said, "T would certainly give you a different
answer five years later,”

In addition to teaching, Armstrong admits that he will
also bhe on display part of thetime at Cincinnati. He said tw1ce \once
on tape) that "Cincinnati is not ‘the end of *he world. oy ﬁﬁw&
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Curiously, Armstrong pronounced the name of his lunch,

a Reuven sandwich, "ribbon," He wolfed down the big sandwich in a
third the time I took with my hot rcacst beef candwich,

Although T had talxed to Armstrong triefly perhaps a dozan
times: a few words in Mission Control, ten minutes at a North American
Rockwell party during the three-day delay in lauaching Apollo 9, a
brief talk after one of his press conferences, I had never observed
him close~up for several hours. Refore seeing lLim today, I listed some
of Mailer's characterizations: "breakfast food face," "as a speaker he
was all but limp," "his humor was pleasant and swall town, not
without a taste of the tart,” "there was something as hard, small-town
and used in his face as the look of a cashier over pennies," ‘'near
to facetious smile," "if Armstrong's most recognizable passion was to
safeguard his privacy, a desire which apprcached the force of sanchbuary
to him, then there was nothing on television he would be likely ho
reveal or hwetray," "he spoke with long pnauses; he searched for words.
Wnen the words came out, their ordinary content made the wait scem
excessive," "A shy smile, FHe was more wooden than young Robert Taylor,
young Don Ameche, young Randolph 3Scott,” "As a speaker, he was all but
limp," T"extraordinarily remote,""something peculiarly shxhstem innocent
or subtly sinister was in the gentle, remote air," "he was appareantly
in communion with some string in the universe others did not think to
play," "he had the hard, flat-cyed epocentric look of a kitten, eyes
hardly cracked, who will someday be a cat,"

Though obvionsly hostile --Mailer clearly didn't like
Armstrong from the beginning -- these characterizations have some merit
as well as much sting. Armstrong's narrow blue eyes do give him
a hard look, When he smilaes his lips draw into a narrow line that

makes him look more unpleasant than when unsmiling.

He is the consuwmmate engineer and the consummate pilot, If
cver a man were [itted for aeronaubical engineering, Neil Armstrong is
so motivated, And he is virtually without emotion. When I asked him
abecut his thoughts during the brief, wild gyrations upon docking LM
with CSM: waymm did he think of GCemini 87 He answered: the dbcking
syrations were caused by his error (sce below). As for Gemini 8, he
didnt't have time to think aboubt anything except straightening things
ou%, Apparently no premonitions of death, of farewell to loved ones,
of anything except FIX THINGS UP., On the matter of the conswrated
engineer: the missing page of the questionnaire also asked "Imagine
your destination is *'Twilight Zone% and you don't xnow for how long.
You are athsmemmmmm allowed f;xfaggoks. Which ones?"® Armstrong ans-
wered (this is on tape): "I~ 3" five books that wonld sum what I
consider tc be the most necessary parts of human knowledge. For example,
one was Marks's Tngineering Handbook -- not Karl Marx (it's actually
"Marks! 3tandard Handbook For Mechanical Engineers,’ 7th Edition, 1967;
TH's Lionel S, Marks, orof. at Harvard)., You can build anything from a
steam engine to an underground shelter with Marks's Handbook. T picked
major fields, not for my own entertainment but as a big hunk of human
knowledge, so if startiang a new wivilization,...," f¢¢



3. T asked Armstrcng what he thought of ven Braun. "Compe-
tent.. They made some good boosters ab Huntsville," Did he know Webb?
131ightly. The usual brief meetings." On Shea, he laughed lightly and
said, "Anybody who wears red socks can't ke all bad." He added: "He
and I my@m didn't see eye to eye profesfionally. RECHECK REASON,

I liked him personally." BELIEVE REASON: SHEA SLOPPY, RUSHED THING

4+ T mentioned that Shea said he probably wouldn't have gone
te college xR but for the V-12 program, "Anybody could go Lo school
who wanted to, back in that time," said Armstrong, "When I went tultion
was only 3150, and T lived on $50 a month, You could get jobs, or
work after school,"

S, On the 2CL fire: Armstrong was one of the five astronauts
invited to the White House the afternoon of 27 January 1967 for the
signing of the Outer Cpace Treaty (I had forgotten this). He and the
others had returned to the Georgetown Inn by the time the fire took
place.

Ae "I never gol into the Rlock I spacecraft. It was a shambles,"
Armstrong inclines to the theory that a complete redoing of the spacectaft
-- IM and CSM, too -- was highyl advantageous., "That extra year was
a good thing. Maybe we lost six months, but we had much better space-
crafte"

7. "L learned a lot about flying in the Navy," said Armstrong.
(See below for more cn his Korean War service). I mentioned that I
nad been on the Essex in January, 1245, and very glad of it because I
had just got of{ the Ticonderoga, which was hit by kamikazes (with me
watching from the Essex)., He said the Essex was the only ship he served
on, He had a squadron cormander who had had three squadrons at age 33.

8. His sons, now aged 1y and 8, don't seem Lo mind moving to
Cincinnati, though he had feared they would be dismayed at leaving the
friends they had made in Washington, His little daughter who died
was plunk i&n lhe middle between the two Loys. 1 get the impression
Armstreng isn't a string family mani rather, his job excludes his family
Imamemkmemsasm  most of the time., He didn't volunteer a mention of
his wife or saSns during the three hours, I didn't ask him about the
runor {Parade Mag. 11 Apr. 1971, p. L) of a romance between him
and Connie Stevens (a singer?), ™

SN MUCH FOR UNTAPED PORTIONS (PLUS SMALL AMCUNT OF TAPED
STUFF I"OR SEQ'TENCE, HFRE ARE SOME NOTES, NC REAL TRANGCRIPT, OF THE REST:

Taring the taping I learned a number of things I hadn't known
about Armstrong, and got his corrected version of several published reports:

1. His ancestors on tolh sides were German farmers in Northwestern
Ohio, The Scobtish or Armstréng part of him is only 1/8 or 1/16 -- ot
all the rest is German, el < WeZhe s Mome Koenis 4iillis nere £ 7 qe s

2. Armstrong's mother is strongly religious, as Dodie Hamblin
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writes. Her church, the Evangelical and Reformed, has been merged with
the ‘nited Church of Christ. Neil was confirmed in the E & R, but is
. » no longer a church member, though he attends churches, usuallj Prot-

; e _ ecstant., His wife Jan was raised in the Congregational Church, but now
Not o attends Mzthodist servi ced?? T asked Neil how Der Spiegel got the information
.74 .7 that he was an atheist ’1“59?6. "T think from a weashedsgut journalist
RS who got it in for me because I wouldn't give her interviews." his
. et \Whulﬂ be Sue Putler at Care Canaveral, herself a German, thﬂnws Doug
PATEEE I T Ward PAC MSC, to whom T talked today -- though he couldn't guarantee tha{\>>

. .

e o U J,{cnd\’tv’dff '7 Ju,tj 2

3, Is it true, as Wilford says (242, erback ) that you read
90 books during the firct grade, so skipped e second grade? Actually,

Armstrong says he read more than 100 booxs/ but they wer~e naturally
thin children's books (rather, children's thing books), like Peter
Rarbit, Armstréng skipped a grade because he moved from one school
Yo ancther; from a better school to a weaker one, so he was advanced, , , /. s
Not second grade, though, 39 it ,;Mkylffﬂﬁs
/ 1.'1”""
L. Is it true that you, when an X-15 plluu, thosght astrcnants wlr™"}
twere babes in the woods," and did yoa later conclude that you, Had
"judged them wrong"? X®xx (vndated Life Armstrong interviewy single-
spaced, and Dodie Hamhlin's plece 4 July 1969, which took much from
¥\ that %% six (?) year-old interview). Yes, the X-15 1oqkod like a
" better deal when the matter of astronauts first cane up’3 Cistronauts
W, . kooked better and better.

5, Wilford says (2u3, paperback) you apparently anticipated
the end of Dynasocar when you applied ss an astronaut? True? Well,yes,
it was the time of Dynasnar, of Blue Gemini and other stlrrlnbs.47€ frfanes
IR ‘ F iF
Ao More on Korea: 1Is it true, as Hamblin says, fe, L July
1969, p. 20, that ycu coaxed a baﬁlJ'mmiyihm ripplied Jet back to
the Fzsex? N\ everybody's plans got a*hole in the wing now and then,
- &%;“‘w X} _but Armstréng's only serious episode cccurred whem he bailed out over
\;J{}A\ VK- 3, the Mar Térps base at Pohang (see Lt. Gen, Carson Roberts corresp. )
£ 'X'V(He did not baﬁl out behind enemy lines, as Hamblin sayq,?S Armstrong was

[' (nv

\Jsﬂﬁf “ﬁi&f making a run ®n a target in a valleywhen he hit an antf=aircract cable
;”"\“Vx J”\ that was stretched across a section of the valley., "Just about six feet
.. of the wing was missing,'y He coaxed the plane back to K-3, 120 e {5
miles south of the border and bailed cut. cvwhﬂ4””;: v ﬁwwf Ut '” t&%

7. Criana Fallaci {299) gquotes Armsirong B a8, Saying, "”ﬂventy-

¢ﬁ¥ eight combat missions, T'd be lying if I said they did me any good,'
W Tc which he replies: mﬁg%FRM§MYE“HﬁMYMXHKMﬁHM "Tt's not true., I
learnad a great deal," he further btatHS// Avmsyrong says: "It's

all noncense, kid stuf®, just romanticism unworthy of oar rational sge,
T rale oub the possibility of agreeing to go up if T thought T might
not come hack, unless it werp technica'ly indispenxable." MNeil replies:
"Moes that scund like me?"@ e peints out what I h:d fcrgotten: that

Orlana savs she is ooan exact ’"Thxu book is ne 1t novel nor

reportage.” vii). ¢35 Lompares Falec e naf Wi P T
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8. What you think of Life contract in retrospect? "The idea
was 2 geood thing -- the only prgctlual way bto compromise between an unrea-
oonakle number of requests r‘oy:-%vaula‘nllt_‘,r, and getting those views
hefore the public! ~wWHAT A WAY TO PUT IT -~ '"out Life hﬂ?d:@d~lL_Jﬂdl¥(
The would wait until the week of the deadline , thenvg"1 something up.
Armstrong doubts that few peorle read words anyway, and adds, cynlcally,
WLife is for those who gamit read; kx Time for those who cest thin.k/" T5¢

peR— . X
etk v Cov v ot

i
r

9. Wilford calls you {2LQ) a shrewd player of the stock market.
Armstrong smiles at this, "Anybody can do well when the market is
geingf/ up," and indicates he hasn't done well 1ately,'b§7

10, Regarding the chcice of the moon landing crew, Mailer{326,327)
says Slayton chose Armstrong -- '"Let us make the assumption in the face
of every published statement to the contrary, that Armstr@ng was
S¥ayton's carefully considered choice,..". Wrong, says Armstrong,.
"How could you pick the moon landing crew when you didn't know what  , o~
the m'ssion would be when you assigned the crew?" (CK EXACT QUOTES).
Armstrong had teld Wm. B. Furlong in a WBESS interview in 1964 (in

Armstr-ngz's folder) that

Of course the first to land on the moon -~ why,
hat's a coggiderably bigger thing == but I would
probably have to agree with those that said in
this feat who thc perscn is is sort of happenstance.
The fact is, the whole program by design and by
detail is the product cof a lot of people's efforts
and the one who is first to =- will be a matter of
ccincidence than plan., It's xha not the same sort
of thing as when Lindbergh crossed the oczan...This
is the product of the desire of a whole soclety
to do something. And there will be peopde who are
identified vy name to do it, but in this case it
won't e the same. T suspect that there will be so
many!firsts' in this area now -- first to land on
Mars, Tirst to go to the astroid (CQ) belt, first to
whiz by Jupiter and so on -- all this sort of thing.
Those names will go n histéry, it's certain. Bubl "

(Anyway, ATMSTRONG'S CENT@NCWS CF 171 WERE IMPROVEMENT
NUER THE WAY HE SAID THINGS IN & 1965
Aoty i (AETEL | Vv | Y at,éﬁ" J;m, &Lh, Z-‘ZZA,‘K‘WU» /Q;// Ctpmarse s ‘4*‘
11, Tn this conuection, had AfmbtPOnb heard of the 1964 plot
te make almost cerpain that either MeDivitt or Borman was the moon
lander crcw? No,t4 %

12, When Armstrong crashed in the LLRV in May, 1968, wasn't
he the only astronaut training in ‘h1<"f1y1n5 bedstead"? No, he thinks
several others, including C. C. Williams%/-(NOTZ: Notebook 172, pe 23
Williams told me he and Conrad would be the first to fly the"Flying
Bedsteady, . Williams was in crew with Conrad and Dick Gordon and figured
he might be "in the crew to make the second or third landing on the
moon, but nobody could predict." {Zonsidering the date, 9 March 1947,
this is damned gocd predépt4ng. Rean, who replaced Williams after he
crashed in October 1967, landed on the mocn with Conrad, Apollo 12,

19 November 1949,
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NOT%: IN connection with crew assignments, have just eacountered
something new (to me): on 22 Dec, 1956 seccond and third manned Apollo
missions were named: AS 205/208 were (Prime): McDivitt, Scott, Schweicke
are and (back-up) Stafford, Young, Cernan. For AS-503, first manned
Saturn V, Borman, Collins and Anders, with back-up: Conrad, Gordon,
Williams, SC, when Borman was leapfrogged over McDivitt in late 1968
(C-prime), his back-up crew didn't go with him,

HOWEVER, after the fire in early 1967 crews were juggled,
and on 20 hov. 1967, crews were named for first two manned Saturn V's
{Cchirra # Co. being first Saturn IB): AS-50L McDEvitt, Scett and
and Schweickart, with back-up this way: Conrad, Gordon, Bean (vice
Williams). (At this time A3-0C3 was to be unmanned, like AS-502),
second manned Saturn V: Borman, Ccllins, Anders, witih back-up :
Armstrong, Lovell, kmsexmm Aldrin. {This cne 50h4). THUS, switching
Rorman and McDivitt crews, plus eliminating E mission {Borman's),
assured Armstrong's being the lunar lander (and “ollins's neck injury
put him on Apol‘o 11 instead of Tovell). BRUT HOW MiCH DO8S PUBLIC
CARE? TIT DO#S PROVE THAT ARMSTRCNGIS BEINK FIRST ON TH3Z MOON WAS --
as he preﬂwctnu in 1945 ~- HAPPENSTANCE,

Rask to Armstrong interview:

13. Tid you notice any jea o;sy, any sour grapes atlitude
when your crew was picked Tor Apollo 11 and, therefore, for the likely
moon landers? No, said Armstrong, quite the contrary. Stafford and
crew in particular were most helpful in working close to 1l craw to get
all the information needsd to make the descent, ¢ 77,

Y?S, 1 saic, but S5talford had told a friend of his how bitterly
disappointed he was in not being chosen. Armstrong never noticed it.
The things Stafford and crew were seliing out to do were necessary
before a moon landing could be practically attempted.

I said George Mueller wanted to skip the F mission (which meant
"tafford & Co, cculd make the landing if the I were changed). Armstrong:
"Jeorge Mueller would have started with the first flight as the meem fi vui -
landing il reason wouldn t have prevailed," (CQ).67% When [ mentioned thaat
the moon landing wouldn't have been on t‘menbut for “uel]er, Armstrong
admitted, "There is no doult that's true.m ¢77

When T asked what was wrong with Mueller, Armstrong said,
"Tt was irpessivle teo reasson with him," and told thts illustrative but
aprecryphatd story: "We would say there i3 no way to make the sun como
up before tomorrcw morring, and ne would say, 'I don't care; make il ccme
up at midnight.!'" Armstréng explained: "I'm making this up. That kind
of talk,made it difficult for theose people who were trying tc keep the
schedule and sti11 have a safe coperation.® 7}3

AN i47,'7



i _/’ l/)('

( , [ l L %,[) hv}; z

| > T ot P

,gdg’" - % L“;'../Y‘WW‘LL"7 P 4/ ; ZVF’) bvwbéfﬁ u' },i' q
. 1 »Vﬂ’zum b M é‘, ,x(

/o e v

. . [
1. When dicd Armstrong determire to say, YThe Eagle has wakﬂ4:~?pm
§ " and "The Fagle has landed"? These were spoftereous expressions,

he recalled, !? / i yjf

/ /¢
15. What about "That's one small step Uor wan, one giant leap 'éi)
fer mankindg"? Armstrong thought it up JOWBth” efter Eazle had landed
and his FVA —- hs doesn't know exactly. (I mpntlbned that his wife
said, "Weil is taking so leng while he tnlnks ¢f what to say," "First
on the Moon," 258), 4

J

/

He didn't know whether he said "=ma]] step for a man" or not.
He meant tc put the "a" in. VOX is tricky.t It might have dropped the
1

aes Tul on the other hand, Neil might tave forgotten to say it {as I
neljeve), L ey,
P [

16, Wnen did the crew cetermine tc call the landing €pot
"Tranquility Base"? Before leaving, Neil tcld Charlie Duke, the CapConm
the name {("if we were successful"), sc he woeuldn't eome—backﬁ *What did S LY
you “vy7" Did the other crew memters know? Armstrong wasnft sure. Thought not.
{A1drin says they discuss~d it and decided before launch, telling
notody except Charlie Duke: "Base indicdted explcerers." Aldrin inter-~

-

view of L December 1970)s T told Armstreng Ueorge Low had tolc me

he dicn't know what the name was going to be,.

17, Did Armsireng realire thit Pre 51dunt Fisenhower had
used Lre phrase, "a giant leap jr1m cugter srvace" in 19577 Nc, tut
he wqxn't *wrn ized, He hao in mird a game children played, "baby steps,
; - 5 1

W”j?“ IT ORIGIHNATED IN MI3 MIND., SEE TRANSCRIFT

1%, What about tre timeline which showed Aldirin, the LM
Pilot, descendirng on te the moen fivst? Had Armstrong heard Lhat
curing Apolle 9 Xueller was introducirg Aldrin tmxmxmxmihxmtmﬁmnmxmimm
fmkhersm as the first man on the moon {or wasn't it Aldrin's father
as the father of the [irst man dn the moon?). Armstrong: "No, but T helieve
1t " 70

A-mstrong's view of the time-lire and hiow it was changed tc make
him, rether than Aldrin, amd as firs t man cn the mocn:

"T don't really know the circumstances of the decisions but
T do know we were working on the time-lines and working in the lunar

mhcu]e mecck-up and working on p”CCP”qu~ -- and the procedure that was first
devised was the lunar module pilot veing the first one tc exit reguired
the individuvals to change p051t10ns,‘nefore before the exit and after
getting bvack in, with full suits and rvack packs on, and we camaged the
inside of the IM mock-up consiceravly deoing that procedure, 4and also it
turned out that the things that had to be done after exit were opera~
tion of the cameragand tre cormunication system, which were on the IM
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module pilet's side, and those were the things that he was normally
operatingfﬁ?rcm a practica]ﬁ pointof view it really made much more
sense Lo do it ... !

Sherrod: "It was a physical thing then? I had never heard
that oM

Armstrong: "I thirk it the door would have opened the cther
way -- the himges wnulo have beén on ihe commander's side -- then there
micht have LeenMit even talance. Bub with the nirges being on the right-
hand side of the door, in my view there is no question tut what the
current procedure is far better, far safer,

"The reason i$ started that way is it's just a holdover
from Gemini, where asssentially the co=pilot did the EVA work. It just

started that way but after looking at it in detail, it's clzar it didn't
¥ 5] 3
riake much sense,"

Sherrod: I'd never kimmmphimaof chErimoonkmEmm heard thate T
thought George Low did it because he wentio South America witi you ana
ne found you such a nice fellow." This seemed to tickle Armstrong

A

Armstrong: "Es I say, I don't knowrhow the decisions were
riade. T do know what was involved {rom our point of viewin the develeop-
ment of rrocedures,"

Sherrod: "It is sometimes said that vou pulled your commander's
rank and ..."

Armstrong: "I was never asked}{ ny opinione" 53¢

19, T asked Armst nr if he hac read the Mailcr book. "No,"

he had rcad some of the mag2zine pieces. "I have never met Mr, Mailer
425 said, "7 understanc - : m_"maferia} -from a prﬁss-con‘erengg.f;jyvaﬁﬂ4%w(
e o LC”’\W’L > tne fotan "““}J“%: A g Fhg Rl L Ao fomple By = Ce e 4 -
. PN

20, Was there any real worry about docking afier lift-off Q“H¢»5>

frem the moon? Mailer {(L29) speculates that Gemini 8 flashed through 4 %
your mind, and Mike Collius says (DSE 225) that "That was quite a wild "
gyration for docking." %
; bvl} 0y - T; <

. '7/%/:&.,..[ g 8 Z’\"...'— tin %

"o, 11 wesamy rorA and T knew imcsciately why it happened," T

gaid Armstre ng,fyé%en we 2ot tne liitle osciliation at capture we hadmts 4
cxpected to see " SY& 3 ‘“Lﬂ ﬂ4jn”, -
N ﬁ,m.;‘c-\ ,v~~* ¥

. \

What was his error? s “‘ XV‘ J Jltvﬁm”L/ oot

N /o, [ akd Y /

Al et '5

"T loeked tre platform to go intc gimbal lock. In aligning ’

the Bagle with Columbia I was looking out the top window, and Tlying the Iy
IM to the proper roll attitude for docking and didn't notice that we _

e S ¢
were getting close ic gimhal lock and flew intc gimbal lock. &y
7

L
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"Since we were flying digital avto pilot, as soon us we went

to gimbal lock the autn pilot was no lomger useful., It doesn't work
cht a stable platform refererce., So that meant we had no a%%&ck«aai&J{
trol system, so just as sbon as it happened / here Armstrong snapped

] fi'aers7 we knew exactly what happened, so 1 switched to AG3, the
abort guidance system, and flew on the aliernate flight centrol system.

don't believe it has heern done since then and T dont recomrend it,
“rmgtrcnv aughs / Prebably had tco do with the dynarics of the control
system -- this oscillation within the AGS -- ruather than being in digi-

alk autc pilot." &

=

21. In Gemini 5, how did you calc:late your chances of coming
omt of it, during the worst part of it?

"I wasntt calculating chances, T was Just making sure that
T was doing everything that I could think of to do,."

Sherrod: A lot of people on the ground were gk calcula*ing

chances, and thgy were awfully worried,
5

Armstreng: "7t was a non=-trivial situaticn,” THIS IS MY FAVO=-

RITE LINE COF AlL,
Armstrong
22 Vifidf is ¢ynical about the press. For openers -- even
efore the tape recorcer started -- I menticnec the spliced tapes

playou at Dr. “leftcherts party Tor him yesterday: asking current
questirsns and supplying answers from old tapes, Pretty funnye.

Armstreng sald such things are actually done, I said I
didn't know anybody who would do such a thing i¥ real life., He was
dcubtfql. Then I asked him what was the most outlandish thing that had

cen xmimm printed ah~ it him? (Hoping perbaps he would comrent upon
PwtlJahed comment 1inking him rowantically with Cenrnie Stevens --
a singer?) He simply said he couldn't Uhink of the most outlandimh, ws
e sald a magazine had quotad him as sayirg he disapproved of exer-
c1°c hecause the human heart had cnly so many beats in ite "I wus
p;“lang it, but in regard to somecne else." (Meaning, T assume, he
wus quotlng scmecne else lRmT'?VT THIS IS IN MATLER'S BOCK, BUT HOW
DO YU FYND ANYTHING; NO TN““

23. What happened tc the DSZA? Armstrong wasn't sure what
it was (recorded transeription on the moon, simila¥ to DSE in command 7
module), "I can't remmmmber that it was ever brousht to my attention."f>gr

2L, How would he describe his tour of almest two years at NASA
headquarters, where he was Deputy Asscclate Admirisrator \Aercnautlcu)
n the C7fice of Advanced Research and Technology? Tptcrnstlng
Frustrating? Disappointing? Reply: "Educational,!' 2

25. His observations on the Apollo 13 investigatieg toard,
on which he served s-on after cbming to NASA headquarters? "I had my faith
restored in detectiwve rovels which have the hero looking intc unrelated
miniscule details with the hope that something is goirg Lo open up
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and show the great (gpeew®™ light. {Hekody questioned?). We had gome

. 11 ; Céyr
data onytapk pressures that we still didn't change our proceduresy oy >
Pop the fangon for two seconds to watch the pressure. Then shut it thg, ¥

off. Fut we went through xx rigorous one~minuteILon,\bngaminute-uff J § -

-

cveles. Just bececuse they were there," RELISTEN EXZFORE WRITING

APOILG 13). /\’/(ré/*l\) Zoen ﬁ/ﬁ“" 1:5‘4 (xfwaiwl L, it el k11/a(~7,<7é4

eI
26, I mentioned to Armstrong that I had found an interview 4 Aafyu
with him, by Bill Cromie, Feb, 1969, published in Junday Star, 13 July X i

1569, in which he s2id if he weren't an astronaut, he would prefer, "..
teaching or any otiher profession which wpuld give me the oprortunity
for independent research," He: "Imentioned in hy last press
conference that those who knew me had knowa £@¥~$?en%x;zf?rs that T had

ey 39 i
- Y Yod VC"}PT’A‘_

been considering teaching." {VCT EXACT QUOTYS
27. What did he think of all the heel raised by the scientists
a”ter Apolle 11 missi-n in 19697 Wnho? he said. I emntioned Shoemaker,
Hess, Persa Bell, others., Armstrong mentioned that Shoemaker had
wanted to be an astronaut {Should I call him an astrcnaut manque?, News tc me,
W-sn't he too 01d? T asked, No older than Henive, he thouzht,

28, Did he receive the Suzman legacy, provided kn 189/
for the first man on the moon? He and Aldrin and Collins did receive it.
The money wasn't invested, apparently, so the amcunt had nat increasec,
Amounbd to about $2700, which they (the Frenmch?) put into medals.?7?
(Tncidentally, Armstrong's medals and other awards will go into

the Armstrong Museum, run by the Ohic “tate Historical Society, in his 262
home town, Wapatoneketa (SP?).>7 JMexcept Mars which wzs tooeasy"
t/r(_,i,! Ao T v
oA

Put, he said, the Guzman awsrd was nol for Iaming én the
moon, but for making contact wkth other heavenly bodiess Interest in
those todies increased enormously after Sclaparelli discovered the canals
of Mars in 1873. {armsirong also said canali doesn't mean canals but
grooves; he's wrong: scanalaturi (p¥%} mcans grooves, according to
the Spinelli Dizionario Scolastico. \CK =~ this is middle side A), 3ax<)
Krmstrong had told the Soyman story many bimes, long vefore Apollo'%:ggg
27, T pointed out 4o Armstreng Mailer's p. 396-7, which
gquotes the-PAO commentary " gartle,..garble...garble...”" as nas the
author saving, "Something was conceivably interfering with their sense
of order, Could it have heen the lunar gravity?" Tt was inadequate
tragscribing, of ccurse -- the technical air_tn grecund gets nearly all
of :p straightened out, Armstr@ng: "T think it's amazing that we N
can near anything from the moom at all.n40¢

30+ A mystery at 10% into A side: T asked Armstrong about Mailer's
wr%ting re the Gemini € flight that Jan Armstrong got intc mission control
anC seized the tapes. Rang no bell with A, He understands wives werent't
allowed into Mission Control in Gemini 8 -- ™o} even in the viewing
r?om:"”LNot permitted in after the emergency. Had been allowed in
viewing room prior to Gemini 8 -- "in Gemini L the wives actually talked
tc their husbands by radio; that was the last time that was dones"
/ﬁrmstrrng doesn't bel'eve his wife "was 2ver in the Control Center,"

Sherveds it w . : : "
Sherred: it was reported "she phystestly seized the tapes." Armstrong: That's

be)
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physically impossible, as you know." (Afterwards I spent many hours
‘trying to find the Mailer account of Jan Armstrong seizing the tapes,
which seemed sc clear in my mind._ No luck, Could I huve dreamt I
%rﬂﬂ;‘ read this in Mailer? Astpnishingg

0 ‘5
gﬂwf&t ™ 31. The Apollo 11 crew edited some parts of "First on the
Wy Mﬁ‘,;$7 Moon," but not all, T asked Armstrong if he recalled telling me ip
éﬁj;%f Mission Control that he was going to make Time-Life take his name off
l the ook, His only reply, "It's possibles" 0¥

32, I asked Armstrong if his and John Glenn's names
weren't the only two among the astrcnauts that were known Lo the
public before their NASA days {Glenn as transcontinental record holder
in 1957, Armstrong as X-15 record breaker (there are nine entries for
him in 1962 A & A)., He said 3layton and Shepard wsre well known test
pilots, relatively, in their field, Dick Sordon also won the Bendix
transcentinanetal race (see 2L May 1961 A & A, p. 22; he and his RIQ
officer, Lt, (j.g.) B. R. Young averaged 270 mph, makwng 2,421 . ni.
in 2 hours, L7 mlqutoﬁ, in F43 Phantom IT. (Mlunn won it in 1957 in
Chance Vought, F8U~1 Crusader, averaging 740 mph.)

33. {Among othé{\errors~@hg'p<§ss/ha§ made_ abont Armstrong
is one guoting-him’ R T R
SR e i -

33, Armstrong has been told one reason for chocsing mili-

tary test pilots for the first group of astronauts was because they
I:ad all the records handy -- sc many inches, what educaticn, qualifi-
cations, etc, U, WHC said Tke personally decided on military test
pilots? Journey to Tranguility?

3y, T failed Lo draw Armstrong ont on his world-wide Lravels
alter bis mission, "I guess I coula honestly say, with the exception
the world tour, there were none of those irips thet I took against
my will, or wreferrpd net to make them. .40 that!'s not true of all the
mestic ones, "T didn!'T say t%ey were.unr‘eas;nt T said 7 cdidn't

alev¢ partlﬂlpabe in the decisbns,

35. T asgked Armstrong about his reading -- it appeared that
he read mecre than mcst astronauts. He said he had had more time to rsad
in the last two years than previously; I asked what he had read lately
and he said, "That can't be pertinent tc the Apoilo history." (f‘”?



