Subject: Wayne N. Aspinall Unit Operations
Dear Interested Party:

Enclosed is a summary of our April 26, 2007 meeting to coordinate Reclamationss operation of the
Aspinall Unit. The meeting was held in Grand Junction. Highlights of the operation meeting include:

sJanuary 1 runoff forecasts for 2007 were around 97 percent of average for both Blue Mesa
inflow and the Gunnison River near Grand Junction, but have declined significantly since then.
April = July forecasts on April 1 were 62 percent for Blue Mesa and 61 percent for the Gunnison
River near Grand Junction.

-March inflow to Blue Mesa was the highest recorded in the 1975 — 2007 study period due to
high March air temperatures in the basin.

-Blue Mesa will not fill under most probable conditions and at its maximum will be 10 feet below
full. Black Canyon flows began declining in late January in response to declining snowpack.
Peak releases through the Black Canyon are not predicted, although high inflow from the
Cimarron Creek could create a need for a short duration increase in Crystal releases. Summer
flows in the Black Canyon will be below average with projections of around 450 cfs in May and
June and slightly higher later in the summer. Gains or losses in the forecast may in May and
affect operation changes.

If you have any suggestions on improving the operation meetings or summaries, please let us know. The
next operation meeting will be on Thursday, August 30 at 1 p.m. at the Elk Creek Visitors Center on Blue
Mesa. If you have any questions, please call me at 970 248-0652.

Sincerely,

Dan Crabtree
Water Resources Group Chief
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Aspinall Unit Operation Coordination Meeting
April 26, 2007

Participation: This meeting was held in Grand Junction. Attendees are noted on the distribution
list.

Purpose of Meeting: The purpose of operation meetings-- held in January, April, and August--
is to gather input for determining upcoming operations for Blue Mesa, Morrow Point, and
Crystal Reservoirs. This input is used in Reclamationass development of specific operations for
the Aspinall Unit and for the overall 24-month study for operation of Reclamation projects in the
Upper Colorado River Basin, which include plans for Glen Canyon, Flaming Gorge, and Navajo
Units, as well as the Aspinall Unit. Operation of the Aspinall Unit considers projected inflows to
its reservoirs, hydropower needs, flood control needs, existing water rights, minimum instream
flows, target elevations for reservoirs, flow needs for endangered fish and other resources,
recreation, and other factors. In addition, the meetings are used to coordinate activities and
exchange information among agencies, water users, and other interested parties concerning the
Gunnison River.

Handouts provided included data on 2007 operations; projected inflows to the reservoirs for
2007; and potential operation plans under probable maximum, most probable, and probable
minimum runoff forecasts for 2007.

Activities related to long-term operation planning were also discussed at the meeting. Field
studies leading to flow recommendations (Fish and Wildlife Service Flow Recommendations) to
help recover downstream endangered fish and studies to quantify a Federal reserved water right
have been completed for the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park. The 2003
Agreement to resolve the reserved right has been overturned.

The Fish and Wildlife Service flow recommendations for endangered fish have been completed
and published, and an Aspinall Operations EIS has been initiated to evaluate alternative
operations to help meet these recommendations. These operation meetings will be used more in
the future to discuss proposals for long-term operation plans to address these and related
resource management issues.

Operations:

General: Blue Mesa Reservoir capacities are described in meetings as follows: The reservoir
holds 940,700 acre-feet. Active capacity is 748,400, inactive capacity is 81,100, and dead
storage is 111,200. Live capacity is the active plus inactive, which totals 829,500. Discussions
during operation meetings use live capacity.



January - April 2007 Operations:

The December 31 icing target for Blue Mesa was met. Unit releases were around 1,500 cfs in
January based on early forecasts and were reduced to 600 cfs by March in response to declining
inflow forecasts. January 1 inflow forecast was 700,000 af or 97 percent of average but declined
to 460,000 af by April 1 which is only 62 percent of average. Within the basin, runoff
predictions range from around 48 percent in the Tomichi drainage to 78 percent in the Lake Fork
drainage. March inflow was the highest recorded for the 1975-2007 period due to high March
air temperatures.

2007 Operations:

Based on April 1 data, inflow of 460,000 is considered representative of a “moderately dry”
year. Blue Mesa is not expected to fill this summer based April 1 and April 15 data and
maximum elevation should be approximately 10 feet below full.

Black Canyon flows are projected to be in the 450 cfs range for May and June and increase
slightly in July and the remainder of the summer. A spring peak is not predicted; however, in
some years a rapid snowmelt in the Cimarron drainage can cause a short-term increase in Crystal
releases and Black Canyon flows.

Input was requested from those in attendance concerning 2007 operations:

Because of high recreation use in the Gunnison Gorge in June, it was asked if flows could
be increased slightly in that month and then reduced a corresponding amount in the July-
August timeframe.

The Bureau of Land Management reported that recreation increases around June 1 and
June is a heavy use month because of the stonefly hatch. A flow of 450 cfs creates
technical problems for boating and an increase to 500-600 cfs reduces these problems.

Steve Glazer with High Country Citizens expressed frustration with higher flows last
winter — could water have been saved in reservoir to produce the higher spring flows for
native fish.

The Colorado Division of Wildlife requested flows around 700 cfs October 2 — 5 for the
annual trout inventory in the Gunnison Gorge. The timing was moved back to October in
response to requests from Western Area Power. No one at the meeting expressed
concerns with the request, and Reclamation requested agencies to bring up any concerns
in the near future so that the Division can complete planning for the inventory.

Other Reservoirs:

Crawford, Fruitgrowers, Paonia, Silver Jack, and Ridgway are full or expected to fill this year.



Taylor Park is at 80,000 af now, including 30,000 af of 2™ fill water and is expected to fill to
93,000 af, approximately 10-15,000 af short of full. Lake Powell inflow forecast is 53 percent of
average and will be around 94 feet short of filling, which is 4 feet lower than last years’ high
elevation.

Colorado River Forecast Center Presentation/NOAA: Brenda Alcorn gave a presentation on
the Gunnison Basin. Precipitation in the basin in October 2006 was 220 percent of normal,
normal in November, and then began declining. Air temperatures were warmer than normal with
March temperatures 6 — 8 degrees F above normal; and this resulted in March streamflows near
or at record levels. Andrea Ray reported that tropical Pacific Ocean conditions were neutral.

For the basin May-July forecast calls for warmer than average temperatures and below normal
precipitation. Trends in climate warming were presented with predictions of warming over the
next century. Further information can be found at http://wwa.colorado.edu/.

Agency/Organization Activities and Discussion of Related Activities:

National Park Service — Morrow Point tour boat will begin operations Memorial weekend.

Reclamation — Joe Austin is replacing retiring Dick Girvan in Montrose power office. Will do
concrete repair in Morrow Point stilling basin this year and will contact Division of Wildlife
concerning fish salvage. There have been problems with oil contamination in transformers
throughout the industry and Crystal power plant may have to be off-line while the problem is
addressed. Bypass tubes will be used for releases during this time.

Colorado Division of Wildlife — Continues to work on whirling disease resistant rainbow trout
stocks. 2007 may be the first year that resistant strains spawn. Stressed importance of ramping
flows during trout emergence period, such as June for the rainbows. Rainbow spawning this
spring downstream from Crystal went well. 2.8 million kokanee were released from Roaring
Judy Hatchery; these fish travel overnight to Blue Mesa Reservoir. Taylor River was sampled in
the fall of 2006 and data showed good numbers and size of trout. One purpose of this sampling
was to see any effect of winter releases which have been in the 50 — 75 cfs range the last 6
winters.

Colorado Water Conservation Board — Board meeting will be May 22-23 in Montrose.
Colorado River Water Conservation District — Dave Kanzer reported that on June 18" there

will be a Round Table meeting for west slope basins in Montrose from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the
Pavilion. See www.ColoradoRiverDistrict.org for additional information.

Fish and Wildlife Service — 2007 activities for the Gunnison River include sampling for adult
endangered fish, sampling for larval fish, and operating the Redlands fish ladder. Since initial
operations began, the fish ladder has been used by 81 pikeminnow, 20 razorback suckers, 1
bonytail, and 80,000 native fish.

Bureau of Land Management: New boat ramp completed between North Fork confluence and
Austin.


http://www.coloradoriverdistrict.org/

Uncompahgre Valley Water Users: Tunnel is now at 700 cfs; plan to use
Ridgway/Uncompahgre River water first before using Taylor storage.

Upper Gunnison Water Conservation District: Gunnison River Roundtable has received a
proposal to study sediment in Paonia Reservoir.

Redlands Water and Power: Kevin Jones is new manager. Hope to have river flows in 750 —
850 cfs range so a call is not needed.

Western Resource Advocates: Concerned with high winter releases and effect on water
availability for spring flows. Would like to discuss this more, including winter targets, at the
August meeting.

Colorado State Engineer: Reservoir storage good, especially on Grand Mesa. Still the low
runoff projections are a concern.

City of Delta: While not a concern this year, please keep Delta flooding issues in mind when
planning operations.

Aspinall Unit EIS:

The EIS is being prepared to evaluate a range of alternatives to help meet endangered fish flow
recommendations while continuing to meet Aspinall Unit purposes. Flow Recommendations
have been developed by the Recovery Program for endangered fish habitat downstream from
Delta. Progress is being made on developing hydrology models to analyze the alternatives and
existing resource information is being compiled. The court decision to overturn the 2003 Black
Canyon agreement causes problems with modeling operations and alternatives. See:
www.usbr.gov/uc/wcao/ ; for information---select “Aspinall Unit Operations EIS” under the
“General” heading. Contact aspinalleis@uc.usbr.gov for information.

Next Meeting: The next operation meeting is scheduled for 1:00 p.m., Thursday, August
30" at the Elk Creek Visitors Center on Blue Mesa Reservoir.
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