WCG-SMcCall
ENV-4.00/PRJ-13.00

Subject: Wayne N. Aspinall Unit Operations

Dear Interested Party:

Enclosed is a summary of our April 22, 2003, meeting to coordinate Reclamation:s operation of the Aspinall
Unit. The meeting was held in Grand Junction.

Highlights of the operation meeting include:

BSnow pack conditions are much better than in 2002, but are still below average, and drought
concerns remain.

BProjected inflow to Blue Mesa as of April 15 was 500,000 acre feet or 72 percent of normal (March
1 was 520,000 acre-feet).

BBlue Mesd s live content on April 20 was around 300,000 acre-feet; thisis considerably less than the
live content one year ago. Thus, while inflow predictions are much higher than last year, storage is
significantly less. Storage increased around 35,000 acre-feet through the winter.

BUnder the April 1 most probable forecast, Blue Mesa should reach around 580,000 acre-feet after
the runoff; this is 30 feet below a full reservoir. Black Canyon flows should remain at 250 cfsin April and
then increase to 300 cfsin early May and around 350 cfs before Memorial Day. July and August flows may
be in the 600-700 cfs range with flows declining in the fall to around 400-500 cfs. Thisis preliminary
information and will change if the forecast changes in response to snowmelt timing, or possibly if new
arrangements are made to respond to senior water right calls downstream.

If you have any suggestions on improving the operation meetings or the summaries of the meetings, please let
us know. The next operation meeting will be held at the Elk Creek Visitor Center at Blue Mesaon August 21
1:00 p.m. If you have any questions, please call me at (970) 248-0654.

Sincerely,
Dan Crabtree

Water Resources Group Chief
Enclosure



bc: Curecanti Field Division, Attention: CCl-100 1820 South Rio Grande Avenue,
Montrose CO 81401 (w/encl)
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Washington, D.C. 20240 (w/encl)
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Distribution List —April 22, 2003 Aspinal Operation Meeting
*An asterisk indicates person attended the meeting
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Aspinal Unit Operation Coordination Mesting
April 22, 2003

Participation: This meeting was held at the Reclamation Office in Grand Junction  Attendees are
noted on the digtribution lig.

Purpose of Meeting: The purpose of operation medings-- held in January, April, and Augudt-- isto
gather input for determining upcoming operations for Blue Mesa, Morrow Point, and Crystal

Reservoirs. Thisinput is used in Reclamatiorrs development of an overdl 24-month study for operation
of Reclamation projectsin the Upper Colorado River Basin, which includes plans for Glen Canyon,
Flaming Gorge, and Navgo Units as wdll asthe Aspinal Unit. Operation of the Aspinal Unit considers
projected inflows to its resarvoirs, flood control needs, existing water rights, minimum instream flows,
target elevations for reservairs, flow needs for endangered fish and other resources, recreation,
hydropower needs and other factors. In addition, the meetings are used to coordinate activities and
exchange information among agencies, water users, and other interested parties concerning the
Gunnison River.

Handouts provided included data on January-April operations; projected inflows to the reservoirs; and
potentid operation plans under maximum, maost, and minimum probable water supply forecadts.

Activities related to long-term operation planning were also discussed at the meeting. Fidd studies
leading to flow recommendations to help recover downstream endangered fish and to quantify a Federa
reserved water right for the Black Canyon of the Gunnison Nationa Park have been completed. The
Fish and Wildlife Service draft flow recommendations for endangered fish were also discussed. These
operation meetings will be used more in the future to discuss proposas for long-term operation plansto
address these and related resource management issues.

Operations:

General: Blue Mesa Resarvoir capacities are described in meetings as follows: The reservoir holds
940,700 acre-feet. Active capacity is 748,400; inactive capacity is 81,100; and dead storage is
111,200. Live capacity isthe active plus inactive, which totals 829,500. Discussions during operation
meetings use live capacity.

January-April Operations: Reclamation in consultation with the CWCB, CDOW, FWS, and others
decided to reduce Black Canyon flows below 300 cfs through this period to conserve storagein this
severe drought. Approximately 35,000 acre-feet was stored over the winter due to the reduction.
Reclamation’s palicy isto kegp minimum flows of &t least 300 cfsin the Black Canyon; however, there
are provisonsto lower this under severe drought conditions.

Under an agreement, Redlands did not operate their power plant this winter and therefore they did not
place acal ontheriver. Thishasdso facilitated storage at Blue Mesa and alowed some storage in
other upstream reservoirs. It was reported that smal reservoirs in the basin were able to store an
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estimated 10,000 acre-fest.

April-August 2003 Operation: The April 1 inflow forecast (April-July runoff) to Blue Mesaiis 510,000
af or 72 percent of average (average of last 30 years) under most probable conditions. Snow pack is
around 80 percent and ranges from 95 percent to 60 percent at various Snotel Stesin the basin. This
inflow is consdered to represent a “moderately dry year” and would be expected to be exceeded in 71
percent of the years. Under most probable conditions, Blue Mesa live content will reach gpproximately
580,000 af which isabout 30 feet below full reservoir devation. These numbers are preliminary and
can change sgnificantly before duly.

Black Canyon flows are predicted to remain a 250 cfs through April, increase to 300 cfsin May,
increase to 350 before Memorid Day, and then increase to 600-700 cfsin July and August. Fal flows
around 400-500 cfs are predicted. These numbers may change in response to the timing of the runoff,
endangered fish flow needs downstream from the Redlands Diversion, and potential water right cals.

The above numbers are calculated “without a Redlands cdl and with dightly above average Gunnison
Tunnd demands’; if acal occurs or tunndl demands are greater, storage in Blue Mesawill be reduced
and April-June Black Canyon flows increased.

Specid Flow Requests. The Colorado Division of Wildlife will conduct dectro fishing in the Ute Park
Area between September 30 and October 3 and would like to see stable flows in the 300-600 cfs
range. Western Area Power Administration previoudy requested that the tour boat not be launched
until after Memorid Day. They would like Morrow Point kept at alow eevation to facilitate pesking
from Blue Mesain order to compensate for research (aeria photography) flows below Glen Canyon.

Agency/Organization Activities and Discussion of Related Activities:

NOAA — Brad Uddl with the Western Water Assessment of NOAA described ongoing climate
sudies; hopesto gain practica information for uses such asreservoir inflow forecasting. He mentioned
that the El Nino has largely dissipated. Long range forecasts call for above average temperatures with
no clear predictions on precipitation. A conference on “Water, Climate, and Uncertainty” will be held
June 11-13 at Colorado University. Contact is Doug Kenney at 303-492-1296 or
Douglas.Kenney@Col orado.edu.

Congressional Representatives-Will listen to activities to kegp updated on conditions in the basin.

Colorado Water Conservation Board- Reported thet the water right filing for the Black Canyon will
be discussed at the Board meeting in Meeker on May 19.

Division of Water Resour ces-No mgor river cals have occurred yet; may be cdlslater in the month
Colorado Division of Wildlife-Stocked 3 million kokanee sdlmon into Blue Mesaiin April. A new

dtate record lake trout was caught in Blue Mesathis spring. In response to projected Black Canyon
flows, CDOW urged that when flows do increase, we should try and not go back to alower flow.
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Storage in Blue Mesawill help the fishery in Blue Mesa and the recregtiona use; adequate flows
downstream a so help the fishery and associated recregtion and economics. .

Colorado River Water Conservation District-. Last winter’s agreement alowed storage to occur
in Blue Mesaand in other samdl reservoirsin the basin. There is an agreement to protect againgt cals
through April. The Didrict reminded the group that higher releases through the Black Canyon will
reduce the possibilities of a downstream Redlands call.

Bureau of Land M anagement-Gunnison Gorge RMP/EIS is out for review; comment period endsin
June. Juneis ahigh recreation use month in the Gunnison Gorge. Hows of 300 cfs are dangerous; a
flow of 450 cfs would be much more desirable.

Upper Gunnison Water Conservancy Didgtrict-Appreciates Uncompahgre Water Users decison to
use storage early. Some of the Upper Gunnison ditches have opened. The Didtrict has purchased a
small reservoir to use for augmentation; aso working on using 1957 storage and cand rights. Working
on temporary water sales for augmentation to protect users in 2003 from downstream calls.

Tri-County-Benefited from lower releases and no cal thiswinter. Ridgway is 13,000 acre-feet short
of filling a the present time but should fill during the runoff.

Fish and Wildlife Service— The revised flow recommendation report is undergoing a short interna
review and then will go to the UCRIP Biology Committee. May be some disagreement with the revised
recommendations, after the Biology Committee review, the report goes to the Management Committee.

Fish ladder at Redlands will operate when there are flows of 100 cfs or more downsiream from
Redlands. If shortages predicted in Blue Mesa, will operate fish ladder and downstream migration
corridor at lower flows.

Trout Unlimited— Will continue to follow the Black Canyon weter right filings.

National Park Service — In response to questions, the NPS indicated that they believed the 300 cfs
reserved water right would be subordinated to 1957. This stipulation has not been signed by
Department of Justice yet. Boat ramps a Blue Mesa should be operable thisyear. Sheridan Stedle will
be leaving for a new assgnment; a temporary superintendent will be on detall a Curecanti for the time
being.

Uncompahgre Valley Water Users— 960 cfsin tunnd a present time. Expects maybe 20% falow
lands this year and supplies reduced to 70% at times.

National Weather Service — Short term forecast is for some cool, wet weather for next 10-15 days.

Next Medting: The next operation meeting is scheduled for 1:00 p.m., Thursday, August 21 at
the NPSElk Creek Visitors Center on Blue Mesa.



