WCN- SMeCal |
ENV- 4. 00
PRJ-13. 00

Subj ect: Wayne N. Aspinall Unit Qperations
Dear Interested Party:

Encl osed is a summary of our April 16 neeting to coordi nate Recl amation’'s
operation of the Aspinall Unit. The next nmeeting will be at the National Park
Service Elk Creek Marina conference center on Bl ue Mesa Reservoir on Thursday,
August 21 at 12: 30. Additional details will be sent out later.

H ghlights of the April neeting include:
--A tour of the Redlands fish passageway was conducted in the norning.

--Above average snow conditions are still present, although snowpack in the
dr ai nage above the Aspinall Unit declined from 185 percent of normal on
February 1 to 125 percent on April 1. Prelimnary figures for April 15 were
up to 147 percent. Blue Mesa Reservoir has been | owered approxinately 70 feet
to provide storage and control for the runoff.

--Blue Mesa is expected to fill in July. Average flows of the Qunnison River
t hrough the Bl ack Canyon Nati onal Mnunent and Gunni son Gorge are estinated
at: April-2,200 cfs; May-1,660 cfs; June-1,710 cfs; July-1,630 cfs; August-
850 cfs; Septenber-970 cfs; COctober-1, 150 cfs; Novenber and Decenber-1, 550
cfs. Flows will be relatively low (around 1,600 cfs) for the first 10-14 days
of May when the transforner at Crystal Powerplant is replaced. Wen runoff
peaks in May or June, higher and | ess predictable flows may occur in the
river.

If you have questions, please call nme at (970) 248-0654.

Si ncerely,

Ed \Warner
Wat er Resources Group Chi ef

Encl osure

cc: Chief, Curecanti Field Division, Attention: CCl-100, 1820 South Rio
G ande Avenue, Montrose CO 81401

Regional Solicitors Ofice, Attention: Scott Lovel ess, 125 South State
Street, Room 6201, Salt Lake Cty UT 84138

Regi onal Director, Salt Lake Gty UT
Attention: UG 288, UG 297, UC 600, UG 320, UG 332
(ea w copy of encl)



bc: WON-CDeAngelis, -DWMutz, -EWarner, -CStanton, -MSteves, -LWst, -SMCall,
-JWight, -RStorbo, -KFogel quist
(ea w copy of encl)



Aspinall Unit Qperation Coordinati on Meeting
April 16, 1997

Qperation Meeting: An attendance list for the operation nmeeting is attached.
The purpose of these neetings-- held in January, April, and August-- is to
devel op recomendati ons for operation of Blue Mesa, Mrrow Point, and Crystal
Reservoirs. These recommendations are then included in the overall 24-nonth
study for Reclamati on Upper Col orado reservoirs. Reconmendations are based on
projected inflows to the reservoirs, the need to protect existing water

rights, mnimumflow |l evels, target elevations for reservoirs, flow for
endangered fish and other resources, recreation, hydropower needs and ot her
factors. In addition, the neetings are used to coordinate activities between
agencies, water users, and others. Handouts provided included background data
on projected inflows to the reservoirs and potential operation plans under

maxi mum nost, and m ni mum probabl e i nfl ows.

Long-term operati on planning was al so di scussed at the neeting. Studies on
the @unni son River endangered fish and on the Bl ack Canyon of the Qunnison
Nati onal Mnunent’s reserved water right are being conpleted and the operation
neetings will be used nore in the future to discuss operations related to

t hese issues.

January-April 1997 Qperation: |In this period, reservoir rel eases were
increased in order to provide storage space for the large predicted runoff.
Peak flows in the Qunnison Gorge in March were over 3,800 cfs, prinmarily in
response to a 185 percent of normal snowpack neasured on February 1. As
snowpack estinates declined in late March and early April, releases were
decreased. Transforner replacenent problens at Crystal continued to limt
hydr opower production flows to around 1,850 cfs. No major problens occurred
during the period

Proposed April - August Operation: Snow nmeasurenents in the Qunnison Basin were
approxi mately 125 percent of normal on April 1 and 147 percent on April 15

and nost probable inflowto the Aspinall Reservoirs this year is projected at
135 percent of normal as of April 15. Runoff forecasts dropped over 200, 000
acre-feet between February 1 and April 1. Under nost probable conditions, Blue
Mesa Reservoir will fill in late June or early July. Average nonthly fl ow
projections in the Black Canyon and Gunni son Gorge under nost probable
conditions were presented: 2,120 cfs in April; 1,660 cfs in May; 1,710 cfs in
June; 1,630 cfs in July; 850 cfs in August; 970 cfs in Septenber; 1,150 cfs in
Cctober and 1,550 cfs in Novenber and Decenber. These projections are based
on April 1 snow course data and will change as changes in snowpack occur.

Dai |y peaks may be significantly higher than nonthly averages and will be
influenced by air tenperatures and precipitation during the runoff period. It
shoul d be renenbered that flows during high runoff years such as predicted are
very difficult to predict and can change suddenly.




Recreation levels at Blue Mesa will be |l ower than normal at the start of the
recreation season, levels should start to increase by the |last week of April.
The group di scussed the planned operation. Wen the transforner at Crystal is
repl aced around May 1 only the bypass (2,000 cfs) and spillway will be

avai l abl e to pass water downstream This could cause perhaps significant
daily flow fluctuations due to daily snowrelt cycles and coul d af fect rai nbow
trout eggs--spawning began in early April. After considerable discussion, it
was decided to begin lowering rel eases on April 16 at Crystal down to around
2,000 cfs and try to maintain this through May 10-14 when the transforner

repl acenent will be conpleted. This hopefully will provide nore stability to
the river (unless there is significant inflowfromthe Cmarron Creek in early
May) and be | east damagi ng to rai nbow reproduction.

Al so di scussed was provision of peak flows for downstream endangered fish.
The | arge drawdown at Blue Mesa will provide nmuch nore flexibility in dealing
with the high runoff, but does not necessarily facilitate peak flows. In
basic terns, the decision was nade in February to operate in a flood control
node because of the unusually high snowpack. The Fish and Wldlife Service
(FWB8) woul d have preferred peak flows in May or June, rather than the high
flows in March. It was agreed that the situation will be nonitored and
Reclamation will neet with FWs in early May to try to still plan a peak flow
for the | ower Qunnison.

Speci al Fl ow Requests: The Col orado Division of Wldlife changed their 600
cfs request to Septenber 23, with flows renmining at 600 cfs until Septenber
26. This level is needed in the We Park area by 10 amon the 23rd and fl ows
can increase after noon on the 26th. No other special flows were requested.

Long-term Qperation Pl anni ng

The FW5 reported that the draft synthesis report is due in Decenber, 1997.
This report will summarize results of endangered fish studies and describe
flow needs of the fish and their habitat. Flow nodels were discussed. One
use of the nodels is to test alternative flow recomendations to help
determine if they can be inplenmented within the franework of existing water
rights and other factors. The nodels can also help identify inpacts on other
resources. Models for the GQunnison Basin are in various stages of conpletion
and having these available is a top priority for |long-term operation planning.

Agency/ Organi zation Activities and Comments

Nati onal Park Service - Work for 1997 will include support of the Iimol ogy
studi es on Blue Mesa, the pal eontol ogy excavations at Blue Mesa in July and
August, and archaeol ogy surveys of the reservoir basin exposed by the |arge
runoff. No special studies are planned in the Bl ack Canyon this year.

Col orado Division of Wldlife - Sherman Hebein reported that the Division
still plans to stock 3-5" Colorado River strain rainbows in the Qunnison Gorge
in the fall of 1997 to conpensate for whirling disease | osses. Loss of fish
at the d enwood Hatchery nay affect the nunbers that can be stocked. Two



m | lion kokanee sal mon were rel eased down the East and Qunni son Rivers to Blue
Mesa in April. Thanks to the Unconpahgre Valley Water Users for helping with
flow levels via Taylor Park releases. WII assist in Blue Mesa |imol ogy
studies this summer and will work with NPS on the continuing Bl ue Mesa creel
census. Sherman Hebein will check with Gordon Mieller on the effect of Blue
Mesa |ighting on kokanee entrai nnment and report back at next neeting.

Western Area Power Admi nistration - WAPA requested the NPS coordinate with
them on date of Mrrow Point tour boat

Fish and Wldlife Service - Mich of work will be on Synthesis Report.

Redl ands fish ladder will be nonitored this year. There will be sone stocking
of razorback suckers in the @unnison River with nunbers to be determ ned
later.

Bureau of Reclamation - The transforner at Crystal is now schedul ed for

repl acenent around May 1. There will be major work done at Blue Mesa

power pl ants between August and Decenber but this should not affect operations.
The final report on fish entrainnent has been conpleted and is avail abl e at
Recl amation’s Grand Junction office. Reclanmation reported that work woul d be
initiated on supplenmental NEPA reports on the AB Lateral Hydropower Project
early this summer. A final EIS on the project was conpleted in 1991.

Col orado River Water Conservation District - The District requested an update
on the “NPS contract” process, in reference to efforts to resolve and quantify
the Bl ack Canyon Monunent’'s reserved water right. NPS plans to tie into the
endanger ed species consultation schedule so that issues can be resol ved
concurrently. NPS still believes a contract is inportant to acconplish this.

H gh Country Ctizens/Sierra Cub - Goup is active in rule neking on water
quality issues. There will be a public nmeeting in Qunnison on June 10.
Sierra dub working on several river task forces.

Col orado Water Conservation Board - Gene Jensock has retired but will be
working for the Board on a retainer for one year. Wrking on a draft of
Qunni son Basi n accounti ng.

Di vi si on Engi neer - Has conpl eted R dgway Reservoir accounting plan. WIIl be
wor ki ng on Uni on Park case.

Next Meeting - The next operation neeting will be on August 21 at 12:30 at the
Elk Creek visitors center conference roomon Bl ue Msa.









Distribution List - April 16, 1997 Aspinall Meeting
*An asterisk indicates person attended the neeting

Argonne National Laboratory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Hayse
Cub 20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. .. Geg Wlcher, Shane Henry
Col orado State Unl ver5|ty e e e e Brett Johnson
Environnmental Defense Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. JimMrtin
Qunnison Basin PONER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..o Ral ph (Butch) dark
Qunni son River Expeditions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hank Hotze, Bo Gates
H gh Country Ctizens Alliance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . Steve dazer*
Trout Unlimted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... Pat (gleshy*
Western Colorado Congress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. Fred wWtlaufer
University of Montana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..o Jack Stanford
Gty of Gand Junction . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... Geg Trainor
Col orado River Water Conservatl on D| strl ct .+« . . ... ... Mke Goss, Dave Kanzer*

Ray Tenney
North Fork Water Conservancy District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TomA vey
Redl ands Water and Power Conpany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Gegg Strong*
Unconpahgre Vall ey Water Users Association . . . . . . . . . . JimHokit*, Mk Catlin*
Upper Col orado River Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ae Englert
Upper Qunni son R ver Water Conservancy D| str| ct . - . . .« . . . . . . . Tyler Mrtineau*
Col orado Departnent of Agriculture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... JdimMller
Col orado Division of Water Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Knox, Wayne Schiel dt*
Col orado Division of Wldlife . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .. .. . . Rck Anderson

Robert Caskey, Pat Martinez
Sher man Hebei n*

Dan Braugh*

Col orado Water Conservation Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Evans, Randy Seahol nt
Wom ng State Engineers Ofice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Shields
Arny Corps of Engineers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . Gady MNure
Bureau of Land Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... John Arkins, Alan Belt
Roy Smith

Denni s Mur phy

Fish and Wildlife Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. ... Jdohn Hanill
Reed Harris

Chuck McAda*

Terry Ireland*, R ck Krueger

Ceorge Smith, Sam WI | ianson

Nati onal Park Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chuck Pettee*, Mark Wondzell*
Rick Harris*, Sheridan Steele*

M/ron Chase*, Dave Roberts

Nati onal Weather Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... JddimPringle
US Ceological Survey . . . . . . . . . . Paul von Guerard, M ke Witenan*, Bob Jenkins
John Elliot

Gordon Muel | er

Jonat han Fri ednman

Western Area Power Admnistration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GCenelley*, Gry Burton*
Jeff Ackernman*, Kathy O ane

G ayton Pal ner

Reclamation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ... .. Coll stanton*, Ed Wrner*
Steve McCall*, Russ Storbo*, Lorrie Wst*



Rick Cold, Paul Davidson, Chris Karas, Ron Sutton, Tony Morton
Tom Ryan*, Rob Davis*, Gary MDernott*



