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Subj ect: Wayne N. Aspinall Unit Qperation - Coordination Meeting
Dear Interested Party:

Encl osed for your information is a sunmary of the Aspinall Unit operations
meeting held on April 21, 1994. Handouts fromthe neeting are not encl osed,
anyone wanting a set should contact us. Each agency office (designated by *
on the distribution list) is being sent a copy of daily content and rel ease
data for Blue Mesa, Morrow Point, Crystal Reservoirs during high, nornmal, and
|l ow wat er supply years (1989, 1987, and 1985). This data can be used in
identifying "flow matrix" requirenents, i.e. how each interested agency woul d
like to see the dans operate under varying water supply conditions.

Pl ease provide the matrix input to Ed Warner at the |etterhead address by
May 31, 1994. The next neeting will be held in this office at 12:30 p.m on
August 18, 1994, beginning at 12:30 p.m |f you have any questions, please
contact Ed Warner at (303) 248-0654, or Steve MCall at 248-0638.

Si ncerely,

Brent R U lenberg
Acting Projects Manager

Encl osure

cc: See Attached Distribution List

bc: Assi stant Comm ssioner - Program Budget, and Liai son, Washi ngton DC
Attention: W6640 (w encl)

Chi ef, CQurecanti Field Branch
Attention: CC -100 (w encl)

Regional Director, Salt Lake Gty UT
Attention: UG 430, UG 440, UG 600, UC 700 (ea w encl)

bcc: GI-400, &J-430*, &-150*, J-140 (ea wencl)

WBR: LWEST: m: 4/ 29/ 94: 0653: H: \ HOVE\ OP_APR94. MIG



Aspinall Unit Operations Meeting
April 21, 1994

The subject neeting was held in Gand Junction, Colorado. An attendance |ist
is attached. The purpose of the neeting was to review current inflow
forecasts and adjust Aspinall Unit operation plans with input frominterested
participants for the 1994 April-July period. The results of the neeting will
be incorporated into the "Operation Plan for Col orado River System Reservoirs"
(24-Month Operation Plan) of the Bureau of Reclamation.

Pl ease note that a correction needs to be nmade to the summary of our previous
neeting on January 28, 1994. The eighth sentence of paragraph 2 should read:
"End-of -year reservoir elevation at Blue Mesa was within 1 foot of the target
of 7490 feet."

January - March Qperation: Brad Vickers reviewed actual vs. planned
operations for the January through March 1994 period. As shown on graphs,
rel eases were increased fromthose planned because inflow to Bl ue Mesa was
hi gher than expect ed.

Proposed April - August QOperation Plan: Planned operation print-outs for each
of the Aspinall Unit reservoirs (Blue Mesa, Morrow Point, and Crystal) were
supplied for the mninum nost, and maxi num probabl e water supply forecasts.
Current snowpack (as of April 15, 1994) is at 85 percent of average, and the
nost probable April to July inflowinto Blue Mesa Reservoir is forecast to be
82 percent of average, or 570,000 acre-feet (AF), with a range of from 61-103
percent. The nost probable plan calls for Blue Mesa Reservoir to come within
7 vertical feet of filling (about 7512 feet elevation) by the end of My.
Expected @Qunni son River flow conditions bel ow the @unni son Tunnel were graphed
based on recent operations for sinilar supply years (1992 - m ni num probabl e;
1991 - nost probable; 1987 - maxi mum probable). It is desired to match spring
peak releases with run-off fromthe North Fork to achi eve the highest possible
flow near Wiitewater. Assuming current unseasonably warm tenperatures
continue, early snowrelt is expected. Planned operation: Current flows of
around 500 cfs woul d continue until around May 5-7. To coincide with
anticipated early runoff peaks downstream flows would then be increased to a
3,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) peak around May 14. To conserve storage,
peak flows would be maintained for only 2 days. Flows would then be ranped
down until around May 25 when sustained summer |evels of about 700 cfs would
be reached; summer flows woul d range between 500-900 cfs dependi ng on weat her.

Test Flows: The 24-Mnth Operation Plan hand-outs incorporate the request for
flows of 600 cfs from Septenber 26-29 fromthe Division of Wldlife. Many
participants contributed to discussion of the request by the National Park
Service for 300 cfs flows in the last two weeks of July. The timng and | evel
of flows need to mmc flow and vegetative growth conditions at 134 survey
plots established in the Bl ack Canyon between July 18-31, 1990. Concerns with
low flows at this tinme include effects on rainbow trout recruitnent (mnimze
low flow inpacts on recruitment, ranp carefully), acconmobdati ng power
generation needs (shift to beginning of August; maxini ze use of weekends),
recreational use (informng rafters/anglers of reductions as early as

possi bl e), and avoi di ng i npacts to downstream endangered fish (| ate August
woul d be better). Tentative plans are to provide the |ow flows (between 300-
400 cfs) fromJuly 29 - August 11. Mark Winzell will coordinate with National
Bi ol ogi cal Survey researchers and Reclamation to confirmtimng of flow needs,
and mnim ze duration of 300 cfs flows.

Flow Matrix Devel opnent: Brad Vickers handed out prelinminary information on
the Aspinall Unit to be used in developing a "matrix" of flow needs (for fish,
power, recreation, etc.) Reclamation will provide daily data on recent
Aspinall Unit operations for high (1985), normal (1987), and |ow (1989) water
years to serve as a base fromwhich cooperators could identify operational
needs for their resource of interest (*one copy of data sets is attached for
each participating agency's office). To define operational targets for the
spring, sumer/fall, and winter periods, input is needed under these high,
normal , and | ow water supply conditions. Each agency has been asked to




conplete "matrix tables" (included in the handout) to identify 1) desired
content (water surface elevation) in Blue Mesa and 2) desired flows (cfs) in
the @unni son River below the tunnel. Conpleted tables should be returned to
Ed Warner at Reclamation's Grand Junction Ofice by May 31, 1994.

Agency Reports/Activities

Col orado Division of Wldlife (DOWN reported on the inplications of
"whirling disease" reaching the Blue Mesa and Qunni son Gorge fisheries. The
di sease has been detected bel ow Crystal, and is expected to progress down the
Qunnison River at the rate of 2-3 niles per year. Since rai nbow trout
recruitnment in the Qunnison Gorge has been below the desired | evel for the
past five years, it's even nore inportant to protect their recruitment and
"stockpile" large fish against the day when this disease reduces recruitnent.

Col orado Water Conservation Board (CACB) continues to participate in the
testing of the Qunnison River Basin Planning Mddel, and is review ng the
economi ¢ studies of the Aspinall Unit (Econom c Justification Report) to
deternmine inplications on water uses and users.

Col orado Division of Water Resources - Ken Knox is acting D vsion
Engi neer following the transfer of Keith Kepler. He predicts a challenge for
water rights adm nistration due to increased |ikelihood for calls.

Recl amation is |l ooking forward to the involvenent in future activities by
our new office head, Carol DeAngelis (she begins as Area Manager on May 2).
Brent Ul enberg reported on Reclamation's Recovery Program activities.
Protection of flows for endangered fish bel ow Redlands is targeted to begin in
April 1995. Public neetings will begin in June and July to increase
under st andi ng of why the flows are needed and i npacts on current water rights.
The neetings will probably be held in Gunnison, Delta, and Grand Juncti on.
Concerns with flow protection were discussed: admnistration of flows as
contract deliveries of storage and associ ated inpacts to existing water
rights; need for FWs to identify fl ow needs based on prelimnary results from
studies; interpretations of the 148,000 AF commitnent in the Biol ogical
Opinions for the Dallas Creek and Dol ores Projects; inportance of defining how
flow protection would be inplenented so that effective augnentati on plans can
be devel oped; use of the Gunnison River Basin Planning Mdel to help answer
questions. Scoping and NEPA conpliance for the Redl ands fish passage
structure is also being initiated. The new Redl ands stream gauge has been in
operation since March 1. Reclamation is now devel oping rating curves; so far
have noticed a good relationship with other gauges. USGS studies report that
site conditions are poor for installation of a cableway gauge.

Nati onal Park Service (NPS) - In addition to the two Bl ack Canyon studies
for this year (vegetation resanple and USGS study on geonorphol ogy, sedi nment
sources, and sedi ment novement), Curecanti nentioned that the creel census
work with CDONWw Il continue. They will consider including qualitative
information on visitor perceptions of desirable reservoir elevations.

Recl amati on/ NPS studi es on |immol ogy and entrai nnment are al so on track.

Fish and Wldlife Service will concentrate on physical neasurenments of
endangered fish habitat (both during the peak spring flow and the |ow fl ows
requested by NPS), devel opnent of a razorback sucker augnentation plan
(including nmonitoring the novenent of tagged fish in the Gunnison River), and
bottom and restoration studies.

Bureau of Land Management provided final copies of the channel norphol ogy
studies in the Qunnison Gorge. The Nature Conservancy wll be surveying plant
communities in the basin, with an enphasis on locating rare and endangered
plants. Inventory and nonitoring of canpsites in the gorge will continue.
Providing trail access fromthe east side of the canyon is being | ooked at.



Western Area Power Administration comented that operations at Fl aning
Gorge and A en Canyon have increased the need for flexibility in Aspinall Unit
operations to neet dermands for hydropower. They requested that the NPS | ook
into options for alleviating operational problenms fromthe Mrrow Point tour
boat concession contract and operations. The Draft EI'S on power nmarketing was
rel eased Friday, initiating the 90 day conment peri od.

Col orado River Water Conservation District requested an update on the
status of the Gunnison River Contract devel opment procedures and
quantification of the reserved right for the Bl ack Canyon. Chuck Pettee
answered that the NPS and Reclamation are still working towards involving all
in cooperative devel opment of flow regines for delivery as Aspinall Unit
contract flows, and then petitioning for a consent decree for the Bl ack Canyon
water right. Many things are on hold pending information from Endangered
Speci es Act consultation/studies on the operation of the Aspinall Unit.

Upper Qunni son R ver Conservancy District reiterated the need to know how
endangered fish flow protection past Redlands will be inplenmented to allow
adequate lead tine for preparation of an augnentation plan. Progress on the
proposed Tayl or Park Water Managenent Agreenent should continue; it would
provi de a source of augnentation water to upper basin users.

Conput ation of Deliveries to the Monunent: The conputation of deliveries to
the Bl ack Canyon was included in the handouts.

Next Meeting - was set for 12:30 on August 18, 1994, in G and Junction.
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