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WEXLER URGES SARKOZY TO ADD HEZBOLLAH TO THE 
EU TERRORIST LIST 

SENDS LETTER CO-SIGNED BY 91 MEMBERS OF CONGRESS TO FRENCH 
PRESIDENT NICHOLAS SARKOZY  

(Washington, DC) Today Congressman Robert Wexler (D-FL), a senior member of US 
House Foreign Relations Committee and Chairman of the Subcommittee on Europe, 
was joined by 90 of his colleagues in sending a letter to newly-elected French 
President Nicholas Sarkozy urging him to advocate for the addition of Hezbollah to 
the European Union’s (EU) terrorist list, as well as the official French list of terrorist 
organizations.  The letter details the threat posed by Hezbollah to shared European 
and American interests in the Middle East, as well the domestic threat posed by 
Hezbollah to France and within the EU.  The letter also explains the far-reaching 
impact an EU designation would have on Hezbollah, including thwarting its European 
fundraising operations and ending the continued channeling of money to Hezbollah 
operatives in Europe from Iran.     

“It is clear that Hezbollah has taken advantage of its operational freedoms in Europe 
to fundraise and coordinate acts terror, and its designation as a terrorist organization 
by the European Union is long overdue” Congressman Wexler said. “At a time when 
the United States and the EU are working together to thwart Iran’s nuclear 
development and punish Iran for its brazen defiance of the UN, we must also work 
together to confront its proxy organization – Hezbollah.  I call on the EU to join the 
United States, Canada and the Netherlands in adding Hezbollah to its terrorist list, 
and I am hoping that President Sarkozy will demonstrate leadership on this issue.” 
 
Last week, Congressman Wexler traveled to France, where he urged French Foreign 
Minister Bernard Kouchner and President Sarkozy’s Chief Diplomatic Advisor Jean-
David Levitte to add Hezbollah to the EU terrorist list.  In his capacity as Chairman of 
Subcommittee Europe, Wexler held a hearing that focused exclusively on adding 
Hezbollah to the EU terrorist list on June 20, 2007.         
  

Members signing the letter: Wexler, Gallegly, Ackerman, Pence, Royce, Sherman, 
Saxton, Engel, Lantos, Ros-Lehtinen, Allen, Barrett, Bean, Berkley, Berman, Corinne 
Brown, Henry Brown, Burton, Cardoza, Carnahan, Chabot, Cleaver, Coble, Cohen, Costa, 
Courtney, Crowley, Cubin, JoAnn Davis, DeLauro, Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Donnelly, 
Ellsworth, Fossella, Foxx, Frank, Frelinghuysen, Giffords, Gillibrand, Gonzalez, Gene 
Green, Gutierrez, John Hall, Alcee Hastings, Hensarling, Higgins, Hodes, Holden, Honda, 
Israel, Kagen, Kirk, Klein, Levin, Linder, Mack, Maloney, Marshall, Matsui, McCarthy, 
McHugh, McMorris Rodgers, McNulty, Michaud, Candice Miller, Christopher Murphy, 
Patrick Murphy, Tim Murphy, Myrick, Nadler, Poe, Renzi, Rothman, Linda Sanchez, 
Schakowsky, Schiff, Schwartz, Sessions, Shimkus, Sires, Souder, Sutton, Tauscher, 
Terry, Van Hollen, Wasserman Schultz, Watson, Waxman, Weller, Joe Wilson, Wolf, Wu  

 



(Letter enclosed) 

Congressman Wexler is Chairman of the Europe Subcommittee and a senior member 
of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs and the House Judiciary Committee; and 
he also sits on the Financial Services Committee.  
 
                                                                 ### 

July 9, 2007 
 
President Nicolas Sarkozy 
Elysée Palace 
Paris, France 
 
President Sarkozy: 
 
We are writing to congratulate you on your recent election victory, and express our best wishes 
and highest regards in your first weeks as President of France.  We deeply value the historic ties 
between our two nations, and look forward to working with you both 
bilaterally and in the context of the European Union (EU).  We are also writing to express our 
deep concern regarding reports that your government invited Hezbollah to participate in a 
conference in Paris later this month.  While we share your vision of restoring stability and peace 
to the region, Hezbollah has destabilized Lebanon through its ongoing support of terror and role 
as a proxy of Syria and Iran.  Given its violations of international demands to disarm and refusal 
to renounce terrorism, we urge you to exclude Hezbollah from the upcoming Paris talks, and take 
a leading role in designating Hezbollah as a “terrorist organization” both within France and the 
EU.  
 
As you know, for twenty-five years, Hezbollah has targeted numerous countries including the 
United States and France, beginning with the horrific 1983 bombing of the Multinational Force 
barracks in Beirut in which 241 American Marines and 58 French paratroopers were killed.  Since 
then, Hezbollah has killed French diplomats and soldiers in Lebanon and Kuwait, and kidnapped 
French citizens in Lebanon.  Between 1985 and 1986, Iran – working through Hezbollah – carried 
out a campaign of terror in the streets of France that left 13 dead and injured hundreds.  More 
recently, Hezbollah has established a discernable presence in Europe – especially Germany and 
France – where its operatives fundraise and recruit, as well as plan and prepare for terrorist 
attacks.  German security services have evidence of 900 Hezbollah activists operating within its 
borders, and it is widely believed that a network also exists in France.       
 
In recent years, Hezbollah has used Europe as a launching pad for terror, from which its 
operatives have infiltrated Israel attempting to carry-out attacks.  Hezbollah has established a 
wide logistical support network in Europe, which allows it to organize and fundraise under the 
auspices of charities and use the European banking system as a conduit for channeling money to 
its operatives from Iran.  In September 2006, the U.S. Treasury Department unveiled the transfer 
of more than $50 million to Hezbollah through the Iranian Bank Saderat’s London branch.  There 
is no question that Hezbollah has taken advantage of its operational freedom in Europe, and the 
EU must do more to combat this growing threat.  
 
 
The United States, Canada, and the Netherlands have all classified Hezbollah as a terrorist 
organization, and the United Kingdom and Australia have placed the "Hezbollah External 
Security Organization" on their terrorist lists.  On March 10, 2005, the EU Parliament voted 



overwhelmingly to adopt a resolution that affirmed Hezbollah's involvement in terrorist activities 
and ordered the EU Council to "take all necessary steps to curtail" Hezbollah.  Four days later, 
the U.S. House of Representatives passed a resolution urging the European Union to add 
Hezbollah to its terrorist list.  This was followed by a letter to EU High Representative Javier 
Solana in July 2006 signed by nearly half of the House urging the EU to add Hezbollah to its 
terrorist list.     
 
President Sarkozy, in the past year, you have expressed your deep concern about Iran’s increased 
belligerence toward the international community, including its blatant support of Hezbollah.  In 
your presidential campaign, you stated that “there are more than suspicions about the links 
between Hezbollah and Iran,” in addition to emphasizing your support for stronger sanctions 
against Iran.  You also publicly classified Hezbollah as an “aggressor” in last summer’s war with 
Israel, and – according to press reports – referred to Hezbollah as a “terrorist organization” while 
visiting the United States.  Given its destabilizing presence in Lebanon, recent acts of aggression 
against Israel and undeniable ties to Iran, we strongly urge you to translate this sentiment into 
action and advocate for the addition of Hezbollah to the EU list of terrorist organizations, as well 
as the French terrorist list.  

 
The inclusion of Hezbollah on these lists would be a critical step toward weakening and 
disarming this militia, as first demanded in the American/French-sponsored United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 1559 (2004) and reiterated in resolutions 1680 and 1701 
(2006).  According to two recently released UN reports – including one by Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon – weapons smuggling continues across the Syrian border into Lebanon, where some 
experts speculate Hezbollah is preparing for new attacks against Israel.  Recent events also 
suggest that Hezbollah is colluding with Syria to destabilize the Lebanese government as a means 
of obstructing the investigation surrounding the 2005 murder of former Prime Minister Hariri.  
While we deeply appreciate the French government’s role in seeking justice for this horrific 
crime, it is critical that the United States, France and the EU continue to work together to bolster 
the government of Prime Minister Siniora against Hezbollah’s malevolent designs.  Hezbollah 
represents the problem – not the solution – in Lebanon, and it is this regard that we believe 
Hezbollah must be excluded from the upcoming French-led talks.         
 
Members of the European Union have taken legal action against Hezbollah, including the 2005 
deportation of a Hezbollah agent from Germany, and the French government’s 2004 banning of 
Hezbollah’s television station, al Manar.  At the same time, however, such measures have fallen 
short of significantly impacting Hezbollah’s operational freedom in Europe.  Adding Hezbollah 
to the EU terrorist list would significantly constrain its activities by prohibiting all financial 
transactions and freezing its assets in EU Member States.   Repercussions of such action would 
impact the network worldwide, as alluded to by Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah in March 
2005.  In an interview aired on al Manar, he reportedly stated that the designation of Hezbollah 
as a terrorist organization by the EU would mean "the sources of funding will dry up and the 
sources of moral, political and material support will be destroyed."   
 
At this juncture, the European Union is uniquely positioned to actualize the fears of Hezbollah, 
but it has not reached the requisite 27-member consensus to modify its terrorist list.  At the same 
time, the EU has added several individuals affiliated with Hezbollah to its list, as well as groups 
increasingly supported by Hezbollah including the al Aqsa Martyrs Brigade, Hamas, the 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP).  It defies 
logic that the EU would take a series of actions against members of Hezbollah and, at the 
same time, omit the organization from its terrorist list.     



President Sarkozy, as Interior Minister for nearly five years, you successfully fought terrorism 
and thwarted criminal activities in France, including hate crimes.  Your strict law enforcement 
and counterterror policies helped to bolster national security, combat intolerance and promote 
justice and human rights.  We admire and respect these policies, and are confident that, as 
President, you will take a leading role in combating fundamentalism and terror within France and 
the EU.  It is in this regard that we hope action will be taken by your government, along with your 
counterparts in the EU, to address the growing threat posed by Hezbollah. 
 
The exclusion of Hezbollah from the upcoming Paris talks would send an unequivocal message 
that France will not tolerate Hezbollah’s role as a destabilizing political force in Lebanon.  
Moreover, its designation as a “terrorist organization” by both France and the EU would serve as 
another critical example of transatlantic cooperation to combat global terrorism, enhance Middle 
East security and confront the growing threat posed by Iran.  As demonstrated at this month’s G-8 
Summit, the United States, France and the European Union can best achieve shared foreign policy 
goals when we remain united in our policy and resolve.  It is with the deepest respect that we urge 
you to exclude Hezbollah from upcoming political consultations and take the lead in advocating 
for Hezbollah’s addition to both the French and EU terrorist lists.   
 
 


