
MRG Isleta Reach Riverine Restoration Project Draft EA 

SWCA Environmental Consultants iii November 2008 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

List of Figures................................................................................................................................ v 

List of Tables ............................................................................................................................... vii 

Acronyms.................................................................................................................................... viii 

1.0 Purpose and Need for Action........................................................................................... 1 
1.1 Introduction ...................................................................................................................... 1 
1.2 Proposed Action Locations............................................................................................... 4 
1.3 Purpose and Need ............................................................................................................. 9 
1.4 Issues .............................................................................................................................. 11 
1.5 Relevant Statutes, Regulations, and Other Plans............................................................ 13 

2.0 Alternatives...................................................................................................................... 15 
2.1 Introduction .................................................................................................................... 15 
2.2 Alternatives Considered but Eliminated......................................................................... 15 
2.3 Action and No Action Alternatives ................................................................................ 18 
2.4 Preferred Alternative ...................................................................................................... 36 

3.0 Affected Environment .................................................................................................... 41 
3.1 Introduction .................................................................................................................... 41 
3.2 Geomorphology and Soils .............................................................................................. 41 
3.3 Hydrology and Hydraulics ............................................................................................. 42 
3.4 Water Quality ................................................................................................................. 45 
3.5 Cultural Resources and Traditional Cultural Properties................................................. 46 
3.6 Vegetation and Wetland Resources................................................................................ 47 
3.7 Fish and Wildlife ............................................................................................................ 48 
3.8 Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Species .................................................... 49 
3.9 Socioeconomics .............................................................................................................. 55 
3.10 Visual and Aesthetic Resources ..................................................................................... 56 
3.11 Air Quality and Noise..................................................................................................... 56 
3.12 Net Water Depletions ..................................................................................................... 57 
3.13 Environmental Justice .................................................................................................... 57 
3.14 Indian Trust Assets ......................................................................................................... 57 

4.0 Environmental Consequences........................................................................................ 59 
4.1 Introduction .................................................................................................................... 59 
4.2 Geomorphology and Soils .............................................................................................. 59 
4.3 Hydrology and Hydraulics ............................................................................................. 59 
4.4 Water Quality ................................................................................................................. 64 
4.5 Cultural Resources and Traditional Cultural Properties................................................. 65 
4.6 Vegetation and Wetland Resources................................................................................ 70 
4.7 Fish and Wildlife ............................................................................................................ 71 
4.8 Threatened, Endangered, and Special Status Species .................................................... 72 
4.9 Socioeconomics .............................................................................................................. 74 
4.10 Visual and Aesthetic Resources ..................................................................................... 75 
4.11 Air Quality and Noise..................................................................................................... 75 
4.12 Net Water Depletions ..................................................................................................... 75 



MRG Isleta Reach Riverine Restoration Project Draft EA 

November 2008 iv SWCA Environmental Consultants 

4.13 Environmental Justice .................................................................................................... 76 
4.14 Indian Trust Assets ......................................................................................................... 76 
4.15 Irretrievable Commitment of Resources ........................................................................ 76 
4.16 Cumulative Impacts........................................................................................................ 76 
4.17 Analysis of Cumulative Impacts .................................................................................... 78 
4.18 Summary of Effects ........................................................................................................ 79 
4.19 Environmental Commitments by NMISC and MRGCD................................................ 80 

5.0 Preparers and Contributors........................................................................................... 83 
5.1 SWCA Preparers ............................................................................................................ 83 
5.2 New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission Preparers.................................................. 83 
5.3 Bureau of Reclamation Contributors.............................................................................. 83 

6.0 Consultation and Coordination ..................................................................................... 85 

7.0 References........................................................................................................................ 87 

Appendix A NMOSE Restoration Offset Policy, Emergency Drought Water 
Relinquishment Agreement and Amendment .......................................................................... 97 

Appendix B Hydraulic Modeling Results ............................................................................... 115 

Appendix C Site Photos ............................................................................................................ 123 

Appendix D New Mexico Environment Department Water Quality Standards ................ 127 

 


