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1 CLIMATE CHANGE
Bush advisors go head-to-head with lawmakers on climate change policies

J.L. Laws, Environment & Energy Daily staff writer
Four of President Bush's advisors Thursday defended his decision to
withdraw from an international treaty aimed at cutting

global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to below 1990 levels in favor of
more studies and a voluntary program aimed at
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slowing the growth of GHG emissions, telling members of the Senate
Commerce Committee that Bush's approach is a '
"serious but measured response’ that will save billions of dollars and
millions of jobs in light of scientific uncertainties .
surrounding rising global temperatures. '

"while the potential for human-induced climate change is real and deserves
serious attention . he uncertainty surrounding .
: : ' s of clipate:éﬁanQe and the necessity of a .
long-term effort to addr . it combine to suggest that o
severe and costly near-term measures to reduce emissions are not
warranted, " R. Glenn Hubbard, chairman of the ‘

president's Council of Economic Advisors, told cemmittéé'ﬁgmbéfé,

Hubbard and Jim Connaughton, chairman of the White House Council on
Environmental Quality, cited a 1998 Energy -
Information Administration report that said participating in the Kyoto
Protocol, a United Nations-backed treaty I quiring ‘ . -

industrialized countries to cut GHG emissions an average 5 ée?gen#*w"‘ﬁt”v

11990 levels by 2012 would cost the United States .
more than $400 billion in lost ecomomic output and nearly 5 million jobs
A short time after EIA issued that report, the Sen lanimously approved
a resolution indicating it would not supp e ‘ .
Kyoto treaty in any form that could hurt the U.S. economy or failed to
require developing countries to share the burden. The ~ .
Clinton administration continued to try to negotiate a treaty more
favorable to the United States, but in spite of any strides it

made it seemed clear the Senate wouldn't ratify the agreement. Even so,
congressional Democrats continued trying to ‘

build support for measures capping GHG emissions from power plants and

passenger vehicles, but the efforts gained
little traction.

' Everything changed in March 2001, however, when, shortly after taking
0ffice, Bush turned his back on a campaign

promise to regulate carbon dioxide (C02) emissions from power plants. That

same month, he sparked a global outcry
by announcing he would not seek Senate ratification of the Kyoto

agreement, but didn't propose an alternative.

When Bush did publicize his proposals -- twgmew $40 million science and
technology initiatives announced in June 2001,

followed in February by two major atmospheric initiatives, one a
voluntary program aimed at cutting GHG emissions 4.5

percent by 2012, as well as a separate mandate requiring power plants to
cut emissions of mercury, nitrogen oxides (NOx)

and sulfur dioxide (S02) by about 70 percent by 2018 -- critics
immediately assailed them, arguing the climate change _

initiative was nothing more than a "business-as-usual' approach and that
his proposal would allow more power plant

pollution than a competing Senate measure.

The Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on New York and Washington served to draw

attention away from Bush's controversial
climate change policies, but the White House reignited the controversy in

late May with its Climate Action 2002 Report

to the United Nations. The report, drafted by the Environmental Protection

Agency and other agencies and approved
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by Connaughton's office before the State DepartmEnt submltted iy sald
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Smt ‘ "VX\’ 4 -
warniﬁ@s' in the Clxm&te Actimn v ,
mure than T“’untary pragrams o curb~rialﬁ

cuts in GHG emis
ré@iaﬁe &qnlpment hat to r \ -
_ in spite Oﬁ Iinger:ng*quastikn& ab@at wh@ﬁﬁer sucﬂ invastmﬂnts are awen ,
necessary or whether they would have a. sign;flcant -
impact.

Connaughton said "there's no doub@" GHG amisalana will cmnmmnue to rise
under Bush's approach. But later, in response to

milar line of questioning from Sen. Barbara Boxer (D~Ca11f l. he said,
"We shouldn't be looking at policies that promote
the stagnation of our economy as a solutlcn v

~ Moreover, James Mahoney, Bush' s a351stant saeretary of Commerce for Oceans
and Aﬁmosphere, warned committee

members that prlncxgally targeting CO2, the approach taken by the Kyota
Protocol and Sen. Jim Jeffords' (I-Vt. 1 hill, & %86, »
wcuLd’be an eXQenszve undertaking that cauid ave little if any natlceable
effect. "CO2 is a player, likely the major
but there could be other culprits that . alsa be first order -- black
carbon and water vapor,' he said. Scientists know little

about how black carbon, otherwise known as soot that is the result of
incomplete combustion, and clouds, which occur

naturally but can also be ﬁormad by human actions, affect the global
climate system. .

. 3:

The administration plans to develop more reliable forecasés to better
inform policy-makers on the variables influencing

global temperatures, but may need as many as five years to do so, Mahoney
said, repeating testimony he offered

Wednesday during a similar House Science Committee hearing.
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