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on CFSAN's pnenties for 1999,
(See DPA's July 13,1998 and S
Vthe docket ) We contlnue to agr'

to domestlc products As part 0
should be a priority. Too often
outbreak because of the lack of ¢
investigating the'dutbreak%

Produce safety also contmues to be lmportant The preventlon of mlcrob|a|
‘{contamm
~ ilinesses a

Tlist of prlontles




o ~|dent|ty of interest to thrs mdustry The petltlon requeste“ ?ithat

- interpreted i in.the same way by both federal and state regulators Al
. regulations and interpretations' will eliminate the confusmn:,that currently é(lsts as
: lndustry strives. for compllance_at the local and federal levels: ‘

artificially sweetened 3el||es and jams be repealed because these

obsolete and unriecessary: IIPA’s efforts to repeal obsolete standards sho'uld be

' supported by FDA, but almost five years: later, no action has been taken by the. Agency,

despite the fact that the Association offered a solutron to streamllne the sllandardls for

~these products

The goal of the ANPRM is lmportant Standards need to be updated and modernlzed in
keeping with lmprovmg technology, as the Agency itself acknowledged in the document,
2000 CFSAN Program Priorities.” Item 2 on the “B” list for Strategy 2.2 — Nutrition,
Health Claims and Labeling is to “develop a coordinated plan between FDA and USDA to
correlate existing food standards with current technolog|cal innovations.” ‘Whlle not
included in the:2001 pnorltres, we beheve this is-an |mporl:ant goal: and shbuld be"

' included in the 2002 priorities: . Industry should be allowed to partlcrpate in any: current o
 discussions regardmg the development of: such a plan to a55|st in the proc=ss

Similarly, nat|onal unlformlty among federal and state agencies. should bean “A” list

priority for CFSAN in FY 2002. There should be a srngle set of food safety regulations
uniform set of

n'Codex U S

‘standards must be scrence—based reﬂectrve of curr p actlces -and be national in -

scope, which will give the U.S. a strong basis for- negotratron Itis, therefpre, critical -

v that the U.S. positions on several Codex standards be thoroughly rewewed by mdustry




| ||tt|e regard for the: weifare an e (
operate FDA's: efforts in thls regard should be toenforce the exrstlng statutory
prowsrons ~ : L

Related to economic fraud is the: accurate Iabellng of products.  IJPA has alerted the ‘
Agency. to several instances of economic fraud with respect to the maccurate labeling of
jams and ]ellles The standards of ldentrty for these products requires: ‘that the total
“soluble solids content of finished fruit preserves, jams and jellies be not less than 65%.
However, there are products avallable on the market that have considerably lower total
soluble\solrds content, but they are labeled as jams and Jelhes This constitutes
. econom|c fraud becatise such. products contain more moisture (water) and less fruit
and/or sweeteners, which are expensive mgredlents in the production of ] jams and
jellies. The manufacturers of these products have a significant economic advantage
over compliant products on the market Itis, therefore important for: FDA to enforce
the accurate Iabellng .of products. -~

1In conclusion, IJPA appreciates the opportunrty to provide comments on CFSAN S 2002
prlontles. While we agree that the Food Safety Initiative, should remain one: of CFSAN' s
top priorities, the Agency is also responsible for other: lmportant functlons asoutlined in~
these oomments Thus, we encourage the Agency to balance its resources according[y '

- Sincerely,

* Pamela A. Chum
‘President
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