
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service 

Food and Drug Administration 
Washington, DC 

QCT I 8 2001 

Caroline Smith DeWaal 
Director, Food Safety Program 
Center for Food Science in the Public Interest 
Suite 300 
1875 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20009-5728 

Dear Ms. Smith DeWaal: 

This is in response to your letter of July 26,2001, to the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) regarding the safe handling statement requirement for shell eggs. We apologize for the 
delay in our response. 

You stated in your letter that, while the recently finalized requirements for safe handling 
instructions on shell eggs (65 FR 76092, December 5,200O) offer a useful reminder to 
consumers about the risks associated with Salmonella Enteritidis, the type size allowed for the 
statement is too small. You contended that the instructions may be illegible, particularly for 
elderly consumers. You requested that, if FDA proposes to amend the final rule on the safe 
handling statement, we reevaluate the type size and readability of the safe handling 
instructions. 

Thank you for your interest in this matter. We will forward a copy of your letter to our 
Dockets Management Branch to be included with other comments on the safe handling 
instructions on shell eggs (Docket numbers 98N-1230,96P-0418, and 97P-0197). If FDA 
initiates rulemaking to amend its final rule, we will take your comments into consideration. 

Christine Lewis Taylor, Ph.D. 
Director 
Office of Nutritional Products, Labeling 

and Dietary Supplements 
Center for Food Safety 

and Applied Nutrition 
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