


Gaad rn~~~ng, my name is Jim Hodges. I represent the American Meat Institute (AMI), the 
nation’s oldest and largest meatpacking and processing industry association. Our members 

er and process over 90 percent of the nation’s beef, pork, lamb, veal and turkey products 
and ~r~u~~ more than 60 percent of the rendered by-products that are m~ufactured for animal 
feeds in the United States. 

AZMI appreciates the opportunity to comment on the FDA animal feeding regulations that were 
put in place to hefp prevent the establishment and amplification of BSE in the U.S. cattle herd. 
Al’43 has and ~~~t~nu~~ to support these scientifically based regulations that restrict the use of 

protein derived from mammalian tissues for use in ruminant feed. A careful analysis af 
the facts suggest no regulatory changes are warranted at this time. 

I have three messages to leave with you today. First, we do not have BSE in this country. 
Second, we have taken prudent steps to prevent BSE from entering this country. And third, if 
EXE were to find its way into this country, we can diagnose it, isolate it and prevent it from 
reaching consumers in a swift and decisive way, Our risk of BSE in domestic cattle is not zero, 
niof can it ever be, but our risk today is the lowest it has ever been since the disease was first 
recognized as a threat to the U.S. cattle population. Any changes contemplated in the present 
regulations must take that into account. 

Let me focz;fs for a moment on my first message: We do not have BSE in this cuuntry. That fact 
bears repating because it tends to get lost in the emcrtiional reactions that often sur.rouBd a public 
debate an ways to reduce the risks from BSE. Hysterical and speculative new5 reporting, that 
aften a~~~rn~an~~~ that debate, further obscures the successful track record we have e~tab~i~h~d. 

The &SE crisis in Europe, and now Japan, has provided strong incentive for the U.S. g~ve~rn~~t 
and U.S. beef ~~du~t~ ta take aggressive actiian to prevent this devastating disease in U.S. cattle 
herds. In fact, we took actian so early that Some peop;le now seem to question why we aren’t 
~n~~n~~ng new major effortes today. The answer: wc3 took swift, science-based actions eaxfy on 
that have protected our livestock and give us the coveted distincti;ion of being a BSE-free nation. 



The purpose of this hearing is to solicit ~nf~~ati~n and views an l?.DA’s animal feeding 
regulat~~ns~ but that cannot be dotle in isolation. It is important to remember that BSE prevention 
in the US1 involves mulftipfe programs that can best be described as a “triple firewali” strategy. 
This includes: (1) a ‘Et= on the irnp~~a~~u of cattle and beef products from countries with BSE, 

atisticalfy sound and comprehensive animal surveiflance program to continutily monitor 
for the presence uf the disease and (3) ruminant feeding restrictions to prevent the ~p~i~~atiun 
and spread of the infective agent in the unlikely event BSE occurs in our domestic cattfe. 

Takeu together, these efforts provide the best reasonable assurance that U.S. cattle will remain 
BSE-tiee and that U.S. consumers will not be expused lo any related health risks. That is not to 
say we should rest on our laurels. We must continually evaluate and improve uur preventative 
controX measures, if warranted and we must assure our regulatory agencies are provided the 
necessary resources to do their job. 

AMI. believes the present FDA animal feeding regulations are appropriate given the low level of 
risk that 33SE will Occur in the U.S. Our go is nut to change the regulation, but achieve 100 

with the existing regulation. AMI has worked with several, trade assr>ciatiofis 
*s compliance activities by establishing a program ts certify that animals sold 

for slaughter have not been fed any feed cantoning protein derived from rn~~ia~ tissues that 
is pr~~bit~ by FDA regulations. The program was implemented earlier this year and our 
internal surveys indicated that a vast majority of the animals coming to slaughter are marketed 
under this certification program. A copy of the prugram details will be provided for the public 
record. 

Finally, it is irn~~~~t to remember that BSE has been diagnosed only in Europe and Japan. 
More than 99 percent elf the diagnosed BSE cases have occurred in Great Britain where the 
incidence rate has dropped dramatically after animal feeding restrictions were ~rnp~ern~nt~d. The 
U.S. has very different risk factors. Our livestock populations are very different, as are our 
rendering, feeding and production practices. In addition, these countries are in the midst of a 
crisis and crises warrant strong and dramatic actions. Ifl contrast, we do not have a BSE crisis in 
the U.S. It is critical that our BSE prevention policies reflect that fact and that our policies are 
supported by the best available science. 

Thank you again fur the ~pp~~un~ty to present our views on this important topic. 1 will be happy 
ta answer any question you may have. 



March I, 2001 

FROM: J. PATRICK BOYLE 

S~JECT: BSE CERTIFICATIONS AND LETTERS 

Today, A&41’s Board of Directors met by conference call and was briefed by the AI&X 
staff abuut the ~e~i~cati~n programs being developed by the Animal Protein Producers Institute 
fAPP& the National Renderers Association (NRA), ad the American Feed Industry Associatiun 
t~4F3.A) ta address concerns regarding the prevention domestically of bovine spu~g~f~~ 
e~~eph~~pathy (BSE). The Board previously had been provided draft “model” ~~~i~~ati~n 
furrns that packers and marketing agencies may consider using to ensure that animals sold fur 
slaughter meet applicable Feud and Drug Ad~n~s~at~un [FDA) regulations. Those forms were 
developed in conjunction with the Livestock Marketing Association (LMA), the National IHeat 
Ass~iat~~n ~~~A~, and the ~a~i~n~ Cattlemen% Beef Association (NCBA). 

The Board this afternoon approved a motion recommending as a best business practice 
ut~~za~~n of the attached model certificates for auction markets and livestock owners, as welli 
the atta~bed model cover fetters to accompany those certificates, which beef packers can 
consider using for prcreuring cattle. Also included is a document that may be used as an 
atta~~~nt* The attachment lists prohibited materials that may not be used in don’t feed and 
identifies mater&J that is exempt from the FDA regulatiun. These documents will enable auction 
markets and livestock owners to certify that none of the animals sold for slaughter have been fed 
any feed containing certain mammalian derived protein or have 3legal drug residues. 

I member co anies are fr-ee to utilize these model certificates, letters, md 
attachments, as appr~p~ate, ta heip them and their suppliers take the steps necessary to ensure 
~~rn~l~~ce with licabfe FDA regulatory requirements. The A&4X Board also has instated 
the staff to work with not only the above-listed organizations, but also seve other l3eef industry 
trade ~rg~~zatiuns to assist in achieving the widest possible d~sse~natiun of these model 
certificates to enhawe the effectiveness of this collective effort. 



Xf you have any questions about the Board’s actions, the attached documents, this 
rn~rn~~~dum, or anything else regarding this matter, please contact me. Best regards. 

cc: Chuck Schroeder, National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
Jerry Kuz&, National Milk Pruducers Association 
Steve Krnt, American Association of Meat Processors 
Ed Frost, Livestock Marketing Association 
Rosemary Muckluw, National Meat Association 
Joe Harris, Suuthw-est Meat Assuciatiun 
Bub Hibbert, Eastern Meatpackers Assuciatiun 
Marty Holmes, North Anzerican Meat Processors 



Dear l  

. 

(Name of Company) is committed to providing its customers and consumers with 
products that are wholesome and safe. To do so we must adopt policies and procedures that 
ensure that st~d~ds are enforced. (Company name> strungIy supports the regulatory provisions 
in pl tu prevent the domestic ~ntruductiun af bovine spungifurm encephalupathy (BSE). 
Similarly, we strongly advucate the careM and pruper use of veterinary ph~a~e~~c~ 
products. Fortunately, the US, beef industry has acted responsibly in addressing each of these 
issues in the past. 

To achieve our mutual gua$ of providing the must whulesome and highest quality beef 
~rud~~ts possible, we seek your cooperation in ~umply~ng with the Food and Drug 
Ad~n~s~atiun’s ban on the feeding sf rn~~i~*~~ved prutein materials to ruminant 
animals and in the pruper use of veterinary drugs in cattle. Please review, sign, and return the 
enclused Livestuck Owner Certificate to (Name of Company) within (number) days. The 
absence of a certificate on file after that time will prevent (Name of Company) frum purchasing 
cattle frum you* 

If you have any question about the certifxation, this letter, or aching else regarding this 
matter, please contact (Company contact person) at (phone, em&f, and address). 

Respectfully, 





Dear Livestuck Market: 

(Name of Company) is conxnitted tu providing its customers and consumers with 
products that are wholesome and safe. To du su we must adopt policies and procedures that 
ensure that standards are enfurced. (Company name) strungly supports the regtxlatury provisions 
in place to prevent the domestic introduction of bovine spu~g~~~ en~eph~upathy @SE). 
Similarly, we strungfy advocate the careti and propr use of veterinary ph~a~eut~~~ 
products. Furtunately, the IRS. beef industry has acted responsibly in addressing each of these 
issues in the past. 

To achieve uw mutual goal of providing the must wholesome and highest quahty beef 
products possible, we seek your cooperation in complying with the Food and Drug 
Ad~nistrat~un~s ban on the feeding of m~~ian~de~ved protein mate&&s to ruminant 

s and in the proper use of veterinary drugs in cattle. Please review, sign, and return the 
enclosed Livestuek Market Certificate to (Name of Company) within (number) days. The 
absence uf a certificate on file after that time will prevent (Name of Company) frum purchazGng 
cattle at yuur facility. 

Also enclosed is a model Livestuck Owner Certificate fur producers and other cattle 
sellers to complete and provide tu you tu ensure that they comply with the applicable regulatory 
requirements. 

1-f you have any questions about the certification, this fetter, or anything else regarding 
this matter, please cuntact (Company contact person) at (phone, email, and address). 



With respect to the cattle described on the attached invoice(s), the undersigned certifies 

that the persons presenting those cattle to this operation fur sale have signed a certificate stating 

that, to the best of their knuwledge, none of the Iivestoek are adulterated within the meaning of 

Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (i.e., none of the cattle or other ruminants have been 

fed any feed containing protein derived from marxmakn tissues, e.g. meat and bane meal, not in 

compliance with 21 CFR 589.2ooO and nune of the livestock have an illegal fevel of drug 

residues). 

Date: Market: 

Name (please print) 

By: 
Signature and title 

Street address 

City/State/Zp Code 



The regulation is designed to prevent Bovine Spongifurm Enceph~upathy @SE), 
sometimes referred to as ““Mad Cow Disease,” frum occurring in the United States through 
animal feed. The regulation pruhibits the usa of certain pruteins derived frum mammalian tissue 
in feeding ruminant animals. 

The following ingredients have been fisted as pru~bited material: 

Meat 
Meat By-Products 
Animal Liver 
Dried Meat Solubfes 
Fkshings Hydrofysate 
Meat Meat 
Meat and Bone Meal 
Animal By-Pruduct Meal 
Meat Meal Tankage 
Meat and Bane Meal Tankage 
Hydrolyzed Leather Meal 
Wydrolyzed Hair 
Glandular Meal and Extracted Glandular Meal 
Stack 
Animal Digest 
Cooked Bane Marruw 
Leather Hydruiysate 
Meat Protein Isolate 
Me~h~i~~y Separated Bune Marruw 

nborn CaK Carcasses 
Bone MeaX, Cuuked 
Bone Meal, Steamed 
dehydrated Garbage 
Dehydrated Fuud-Waste 



However, certain precuts are exempt frum the regulation, The fulluwing protein products 
derived from mammals are exempt and can be used in ruminant feed: 

l Blood and bloud pruducts; 
* Gelatin; 
* Milk products (milk and milk proteins); 
* Pure porcine (pork) or pure equine (horse) protein; and 
* ffispected meat products, such as plate waste, which have been cooked and offered fur 

human food and firther heat processed fur animal feed. 

The fulluwing nunrn~~~~ protein products are exempt and can be used in nzminant feed: 

* Poultry; 
* Marine (fish); and 
* Vegetable. 

The fufluwing are also exempt because they are nut protein or tissue: 

* Crease; 
* Fat; 
* Aminu acids; 
= Tallow; 
* Oil; and 
l DicaZcium phosphate. 

All other m alian protein, fur example meat and bone meal, is “pruh~bited mate&&’ 
and may nut be used in ruminant feed. If you receive and prucess this material, you must comply 
with the provisions of this regulation. Ruminant animals are any animals with a fu~r-~h~bered 
stumach in~~~d~ng cattle, sheep, goats, buffalo, elk, and deer. 


