'2714 E Lomse Dnve o
Phoeme AZ 85082 |

iacl 'plnm Grom

(60.2) 97 1»7422

The Dockets Management Bxaneh (HFA-3€)5)
. Food and Drug’ Administration” < -

5630 Fishérs Lane, vm. 1@61

Rockvz}le MD 20852
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. ‘€Center for Fosd Safety anci Apphed Nutritmn

""vDear M}:. LaLe

.hc»emx behau, Support Group {}f Amzona I on behalf L

apprommatélv 1: 15() people in the Umted Sta es is ”a genetm dlsorder aﬂ’ectmg
3 chlldren and;ddults Pecple Wlth cehac disease are unable to eat foods that contain

o _ _ .and other grains. In people with celiac ‘disease,
- gluten sets aff an au%:mmmune reactmn }that causes the destrucmon of the villi i in

“ai*reetive surgery to
| treatment is llfelong




For these reasons, celiacs a.cmss the ceuntry are extremely concerned abc;ut . '_f ‘

'the ambm.gmty of the cusfrent food- Iabehng rules. Every person who is diagnosed
. with CD must . always purchase gluten—f’ree {GF) products or suffer senaus,

S cunsequences Theraiore, We strengly recommend the fcﬂomng

j Comment 1 We ask that manufactumrs 1dentzfy more clearly all mgredlents that. _.

' may or do contain glutén or derived fmm gluten in wheat, rye, oats and barley, - -
- “including, but not limited . m vmegars starchess ‘malt, natural mgredmnts,
' -'colonngs, ami spzces : : : . .

Every man, woman and chﬂd with ceilac &se&se buys or does not buy each- =

R fcaod (and detergent, make—up .8 We]l) product based on food labeling. If the food
. “label is ambiguous, and most labels are, most members of this group will now call .
- the company if we can ferret out. their phone number.  Most large companies like .
. Frito-Lay now understand what GF means, are quite helpful and now’ prowde .

o gluten-free food hsts Thxs has been, enormously }xelpful

We buy onlv these fmods that we know are ver:ﬁed glaztem»free (GF) If we °

o 'err-once, we can be quite ill for a between several hours and several days due to the

. body's reaction (similar to that of pmsen) The more errors, the higher our chances -
 of serious lang—term health csnsequennes as mentioned abcve Finding out if a
o product is GF.is a time- consummg, aften frusi;ratmg task now, but it shouldn’t
' ;;have to be ' : '

. Tt is. clearly ﬁnanczally advantageeua to campames ‘to camply with th1s
e Lﬁbelmg change. A few companies have refused to. say that their product is or is not
L GF hkely due to lack of knawletige or posmb}zy due “m fear of legal acnon :

- Changes in food labelmg requzrements should help If a company is. -
uncertain about a food source because, for example they may ‘have possible cross-

o contamination durmg the mamﬂ:actumng process, (i.e. conveyor belt not thoroughh
. ‘washed before a line change), then their food label should say that the food "may .

- ¢ontain ‘gluten", as is done for peaiiuts at times. It would be even better if they.

B ]’j'-', thoroughly clean the belt and avmd the preblem, but thzs is-not. always possﬂrﬁe we
o v‘reahze, for other reasons ' , : _ _

R "Comment 2: We ask that you censxder usmg the term "mtcs}eaame" aiong with

o "a]lergen" and educate all m&olved ahout eehac d:nsease Thls is net an’ aﬂergy

' i'-Comment 3 Cmss-cuntammatmn durmg food pmductmn is just -as mu;ch of a -
“health issue. Labels should therefore indicate the. passzbﬂlty of cross-contammatlon‘ EEE
. ’_durmg produc;ﬁma with the words "may. contain gluten." We do hope that in the -~ .~ o
o near future thls issue will be ehmmated with 1mpmvemﬂnts o quahty-control




E "f(,omment 4: Testmg is a pmven way to ehmmate quesnons We would support' ) ‘
- -the testing of products: for. gluten in federally-funded Iaboratuneq If testing were

-'reqmred by each company, the cost for the small campames wuld be pro}nhmve
- Aiso thxs is a natmnal pvcblem and certamly a growmg one.

Comment 5: We suppert the idea of addmg an 8@0 company contact phone numbex. )

B on each food: product and are. grateful to every mmpany already pr ov:.dmg one.

Thank you for your conszderatmn of our comments Thanks also to all of )

L ."those Who have worked on th:a.s issue.  Your efforts thus far are truly appremated by

a]l of us-with celiac dlsease Should you have any questmns please contact our_ -

- ;regulatory representatwe Ms Sarah Day at (486}} 315-8193

L '--October 29 dead]_me but hope to have thls at the tabie on Monday, ‘August 13,

.. Sincerely,

o ".',?:_;',: Nina Spltzer S
_P:remdem S

- Ce: Rﬁpresentatwe Nlta Lowey 8
Senator Edward Kennedy Co

We are plannmg to submlt further, niore camprehenswe comments before the S ._“










