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I ssue Background

Emergency responders—police officers, fire pershramergency medical services—need to seamlessly
exchange communications across disciplines ansdigtions to successfully respond to day-to-daiderts
and large-scale emergencies. Today, multiple ptsdand applications support radio communicatiows a
its associated infrastructure. Unfortunately, lnseamanufacturers use different technical appr&cthese
products are often incompatible—potentially compiging the success of emergency response operations.

P25

Project 25 (P25) is focused on developing standdwatsallow radios and other components to intenatpee
regardless of manufacturer—enabling emergency relgre to exchange critical communications. The goa
of P25 is to specify formal standards for interiabetween the various components of a land maodiie r
(LMR) system—commonly used by emergency respondgrsrtable handheld and mobile vehicle-mounted
devices. There is currently no process in plaaéc¢bnfirms that equipment advertised as P25-canpli
actually meets all aspects of the P25 standards.

P25 CAP

In response to these discrepancies, Congress pagsddtion calling for the creation of the P25n@miance
Assessment Program (CAP). CAP is a partnershipeoDepartment of Homeland Security’'s Command,
Control and Interoperability Division, the Natioriaktitute of Standards and Technology, industny e
emergency response community. The CAP establasipescess for ensuring that equipment complies with
P25 standards and is capable of interoperatingsacnanufacturers. P25 CAP is helping emergency
response officials make informed purchasing deosslwy providing manufacturers with a method fotites
their equipment for compliance with P25 standartise program will initially focus on the Common Air
Interface which allows for over-the-air compatityilbetween mobile and portable radios and tower
equipment.

P25 CAP Long-Term Goals
* Ensure that emergency response technologies eHfctneet the needs of practitioners in the field.
» Assist emergency response officials in making imied purchasing decisions.
* Provide vendors with a method of testing their pqent for P25 compliance.
» Support the migration of communications systemstaodards-based infrastructure.

HiHH#

Managed by the Science and Technology DirectothéeeCommand, Control and Interoperability (CCl) Bien is
working with Federal partners tstrengthen capabilities tcommunicate, share, visualize, analyze, and protect
information. Through a practitioner-driven apprdadCCl creates and deploys information resources—
standards, frameworks, tools, and technologies—#bke seamless and secure interactions among
homeland security stakeholders.



