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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON ( S )  

On January 9, 1976, at 8:06 a.m., Chicago Transit 
Authority (CTA) train No. 315 struck the rear end of 
train No. 104 while it was standing at the Addison Street 
Station platform in Chicago, Illinois. The impact forces 
extensively damaged the lead car of the moving train and 
the rear car of the standing train, and slightly damaged 
the other cars in each train. Damage to the equipment 
and track was estimated to be $267,000. Of the 381 
passengers who were injured in the collision, 1 passenger 
died. _. 1/ 

The National Transportation Safety Board's investi- 
gation of the accident disclosed a number of unsafe opera- 
ting practices and conditions within the Chicago Transit 
Authority (CTA) system. The Safety Board made several 
recommendations to the CTA to correct these problems. 

as operating and safety rules are concerned. While it is 
possible to provide safe and reliable transportation with- 
out regulation, it is difficult for those within the 
structure of a company to maintain objectivity with res- 
pect to company problems. Since regulatory agencies view 
a system from the outside, they may provide better insight 
into safety and operating problems. Also, guidelines should 

The CTA has been virtually self-regulating insofar 

- 1/ For more information on this report, read "Railroad 
Accident Report--Chicago Transit Authority, Collision 
of Trains No. 104 and No. 315 at Addison Street Station, 
Chicago, Illinois January 9, 1976." NTSB-RAR-76-9. 
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