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On January 9, 1976, at B8:06 a.m., Chicago Transit
Authority (CTA) train No. 315 struck the rear end of
train No. 104 while it was standing at the Addison Street
Station platform in Chicago, Illinois. 'The impact forces
extensively damaged the lead car of the moving train and
the rear car of the standing train, and slightly damaged
the other cars in each train. Damage to the equipment
and track was estimated to be $267,000. Of the 381

passengers who were injured in the collision, 1 passenger
died. 1/

The National Transportation Safety Board's investi~
gation of the accident disclosed a number of unsafe opera-
ting practices and conditions within the Chicago Transit
Authority {(CTA) system. The Safety Board made several
recommendations to the CTA to correct these problems.

The CTA has been virtually self-regulating insofar
as operating and safety rules are concerned. While it is
possible to provide safe and reliable transportation with-
out regulation, it is difficult for those within the
structure of a company to maintain objectivity with res-
pect to company problems. Since regulatory agencies view
a system from the outside, they may provide better insight
into safety and operating problems. Also, guidelines should

1/ For more information on this report, read "Railroad
Accident Report-~Chicago Transit Authority, Collision
of Trains No. 104 and No. 315 at Addison Street Station,
Chicago, Tllinois January 9, 1976." NTSB-RAR-76~9.
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be established by an external authorlty because the economlcs‘_
of internal p011c1as may allow requlrements for malntenance,p,ﬁg
installation standards, design, etc., to’ be. relaxed. Unblas d:
controls by a regulatory agency may insure: ‘that a company 5. e
operations are safer and more dependable..']T LR

The Regional Transit Authorlty has authorlty under 1ts
charter to regulate and control the CTA, but at: the time of
the accident, the Regional Transrt Authorlty had not exerw*
cised this power. : T . RS

Therefore, the National Transportatlon Safety Board re-:iﬂi
commends that the Governor ef the State of 1111n01s.._:;.. S

Insure that the Reglonal Tran51t Authorlty exerc1ses
its statutory regulatory authority over the Chicago’ __* G
Transit Authority, so that the Chicago Tran51t Authority =
may provide the safest practical transxt seerce.:;“ap..ﬁa
(R-76=45) (Class II, Priority Followup} i

TODD, Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, BURGESS, and HALEY, S
Members, concurred in the above recommendatlons..j;ﬁ:_ ,,;T'

By: Webstar B. ‘I'gdd Jr.
Chalrman=~. : RES R RS DNt

THESE RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON:;?
THE DATE SHOWN ABOVE. DO NOT RELEASE ANY INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN BEFORE THAT DATE. :




