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Forwarded to:  

M r .  Richard Spence 
P r e s i d e n t  and Chief Execut ive  

Consol ida ted  R a i l  Corpora t ion  
6 Penn  Center  Plaza 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Pennsylvania  19106 

O f f i c e r  S A F E T Y  R E C O M M E N D A T  I O N ( 5 )  

R-76-32 and R-76-33 

On October 17 ,  1975, about  6:37 p . m - ,  a northbound Penn C e n t r a l  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Company (Penn C e n t r a l )  passenger  t r a i n ,  No. 944, s t r u c k  
t h e  rear o f  a n o t h e r  Penn C e n t r a l  passenger  t r a i n ,  No. 132,  which had 
made an unscheduled stop n e a r  Wilmington, Delaware, because o f  an 
equipment mal func t ion .  T r a i n  No. 939, a southbound Penn C e n t r a l  
passenger  t r a i n  t h a t  w a s  approaching on an a d j a c e n t  t r a c k ,  s t r u c k  
t h e  d e r a i l e d  equipment from No. 944. Twenty-five p e r s o n s  were 
i n j u r e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i t a l  c o l l i s o n .  P r o p e r t y  damage exceeded $800,000. 

The a c c i d e n t  exposes  t h e  fo l lowing  areas i n  which c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  
i s  warran ted :  

(1) T r a i n  No. 944 was p e r m i t t e d  t o  e n t e r  a b lock  a l r e a d y  occupied 
by a s t a n d i n g  p a s s e n g e r  t r a i n .  When passenger  t r a i n s  e n t e r  occupied  
b l o c k s  and are o p e r a t e d  unBer t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  speed r u l e ,  rear end 
c o l l i s i o n s  may r e s u l t .  

( 2 )  The e n g i n e e r  o f  NO. 944 d i d  n o t  d e t e c t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  
s t a n d i n g  No. 132 i n  time t o  s t o p  because i t s  s i l v e r  c o l o r  w a s  not 
conspicuous i n  t h e  f a d i n g  l i g h t .  The S a f e t y  Board h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  
p r e v i o u s l y  t h e  need t o  improve c o n s p i c u i t y  o f  t r a i n s .  

( 3 )  Employees o f  t h e  Penn C e n t r a l  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  emergency 
f l a g g i n g  equipment was n o t  a lways a v a i l a b l e  t o  them a t  t h e  passenger  
t r a i n  t e r m i n a l s  and it was n o t  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  l e a d  u n i t  o f  No. 132. 
T r a i n s  should n o t  be d i s p a t c h e d  u n l e s s  they  are equipped wi th  
f l a g g i n g  equipment. 
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(4) Rule 99 does not require that following trains be fl 
the trains are operated under au 
traffic control system rules. T 
this exception to Rule 99 and demonstrates the need for 
stopped passenger trains in these territories. 

( 5 )  After the accident occurred, the emergency li 
system and the communications system failed to function 

( 6 )  Employees of the Penn 
been trained in emergency procedures and in the establis 
for the the postaccident emergency period. 
increase the likelihood that effective procedures would be used f 
an accident. Since the effectiveness of any emergency plan is a1 
dependent upon participation of emergency cummuriity services, any 
training program should include appropriate community participati 
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( 7 )  Crewmembers on No. 944 evacuated the cab before the train 
collided to escape injury, while 
remained in the cab throughout the collision. 
are not a required part of training programs 
but such training appears to be warranted. 

Evacuation procedures 

(81 Cab signals are supposed to provide 
information and apparently, based on this investigation, so do not 
This investigation could not establish the frequency of this occur 
however, it should be established. 

(9) Trains 944 and 939 were not equipped with a speed indi 
yet operating rules require adherence to speed 
indicators are needed to insure rule compliance. 

The National Transportation 
to the Federal Railroad Administration to remedy these safety probl 
In the meantime, the Consolidated Rail Corporation can make signifi 
improvements in railroad safety itself. 

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Boar 
the Consolidated Rail Corporation: 

Require that trains be equipped with reasonably a 
indicators. (R-76-32) (Class 11, Priority Followup) 

Study the recommendations made to the Fe 
Admixlistration in this report and take immedia 
(R-76-33)(Class 11, Priority Followup) 



TODD, Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, BURGESS, and HALEY, Members concurred 
in the above recommendations. 

r Webster B, Todd, Jr. 
Chairman 


