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S A F E T Y  RECOMMENDAT ION (SI 

R-76-13 and R-76-14 i 
I 

Abut 11:06 p.m. on June 5, 1975, a Peading Ccnnpany axmuter 
t ra in  struck a tractor-senitrailer [truck) a t  a grade crossing 
near Yardley, Pennsylvania. The truck was transporting three coils 
of steel, t m  of which penetrated the first mmrrmter car. The three 
occupants of the lead car w e r e  k i l l ed  and an occupant of the second 
car was injured slightly. The truckdriver was uninjured. The semi- 
trailer was  tom f m  the tractor and damged beyond repair and the 
lead camnutex car was damaged extensively. 

A t  the time of the wll i s ion ,  the autamtic grade crossing 
signal system w a s  functioning. The truckdriver said he had not seen 
or  heard the warning signals. 

CDllisions between wrmnuter trains and highway vehicles that 
can prcduce m y  fatalities can be expected wherever the transmrka- 
tion d e s  intersect a t  grade crossings. 
this t y p  of collision i n  its investigation of a 1966 accident a t  
Etrerett, Massachusetts, L/ involving a collision of a emnutar & a b  
w i t h  a fuel o i l  truck, and i n  a *cia1 study Y relating to rail 
rapid t rans i t  safety. 
pointed out the inocanpatibility of cxmmuter r a i l  and highway t ra f f ic ,  

The Safety Board examined 

In the accident report the Safety Board 

- 1/ National Tranqnkation Safety Board, “FdlrOaa-H~ghway Accident 
Report--Boston and Maine Cbqxxation, Signal Dlessl-Pmred 
Passenger Car 563, Collision w i t h  oxbav Qmsparcac3;nn many 
~ank r ru~k  a t  second Street Railroad/Hlghway Grade msslng,  
Everett, Massachusetts, r)ecemtx?r 28, 1966.” F- 29, L968, 

- 2/ National Transportation Safety Board, “Special St&& 0% Rapid 
Rail Transit Safety,“ J’une 16, 1971. NTSB-RSS-71-1. 
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( 2 )  

and i n  its special study, the Board reaxmended eliminating grade 
crossings on c m u t a  system. 
Yardley, three pxsons i n  the lead car w e r e  k i l led .  If the t ra in  
had contained mre occupants, the loss of l i f e  would have ken  much 
greater. The potential for catastrophic loss i n  t h i s  class of 
accident is apparent. 

The Safety Board is aware of the Department of Transportation' 
work i n  grade crossing safety. However, there is no program directed 
specifically a t  the inipmvmnt of grade crossings used by rail cckm~l 
t raff ic .  Rail m u t e r s  use only 3,070 miles of track--1.5 percent o 
the to ta l  rail track: however, they represent 93 percent of the rail 
passengers. The small percentage of the to&tl railroad-highway grade 
crossings a t  which the largest numker of rail passengers is a t  r i sk  
deserves high priority for improvement. 

the Department of Transportation: 

In the accident that occurred a t  

Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board reamwnds that  

1. R e q u i r e  flashing l ights and gates as minimum protection 
a t  a l l  grade crossings used by catmuter trains. (R-76-13) 
(Class 11, Priority Follauup) 

Develop a program directed a t  the inprovexent of a l l  
grade crossings used by conmuter trains. 
should contaplate the separation of grades of a l l  these 
crossings in the foreseeable future. (R-76-14) (Class I11 
Longer-Term Followup) 

2 .  
This prcgram 

TODD, C h a i m ,  McSU'iMS, THAYER, BURGESS and HALEX, Members, concurr 
i n  the W e  rewmnendations. 

By: 
chairman 

THESE -TIONS WILL BE RELEZiSED To THE PUBLIC ON 
ABWE. NO PUBLIC DISS-TION OF THE CONTENTS OF 'I€IIS 
BE MADE BEEORE THAT DATE. 


