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At 10:32 a.m., P.d.t., on June 16, 1976, a piece of 
construction equipment excavating for a street widening 
project on Venice Boulevard in Los Angeles, California, 
struck and punctured an 8-inch petroleum products pipeline 
owned by the Standard Oil Company of California. 
gasoline sprayed on nearby buildings and ignited 90 seconds 
later. A s  a result of this accident 9 persons were killed, 
14 persons were injured, 7 buildings were destroyed, other 
buildings were damaged by fire and heat, and 15 vehicles 
were destroyed. 
phone lines. - 11 

The escaping 

The intense fire melted powerlines and tele- 

P/ - For more detailed information on this accident, read 
“Standard Oil Company of California, 8-Inch Pipeline 
Rupture, Venice Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, 
June 16, 1976.” NTSB-PAR-76-8. 
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The Cal i forn ia  Department of Transportation, designers and 
or ig ina tors  of the  construct ion p ro jec t ;  the G r i f f i t h  Company, 
the  p r ime  cont rac tor  f o r  the  p ro jec t ;  C .  W .  Poss, I n c . ,  t h e  sub 
cont rac tor ;  and the  Standard O i l  Company of Cal i forn ia  were a1  
aware of the exis tence of the  8-inch p ipe l ine .  However, the  
prec ise  depth of the  p ipe l ine  within the accident a rea  was no 
known, although preconstruct ion meetings had been he ld ,  t e s t h o l  
t o  determine the p ipe l ine  depth had been dug a t  o ther  loca t ions  
and the  p ipe l ine  i n  another a rea  had been lowered because of it 
i n s u f f i c i e n t  depth. 

No “one-call‘‘ n o t i f i c a t i o n  system was i n  e f f e c t  i n  the  
Los Angeles a rea  a t  the  time of the  accident which would have 
enabled the  cont rac tor  t o  request  and receive s p e c i f i c  informa- 
t i o n  concerning the  depth and loca t ion  of buried u t i l i t i e s .  

recommends t h a t  the  I n t e r s t a t e  Natural Gas Association of 
American, the  American Gas Association and the  American Petroleum 
I n s t i t u t e :  

Therefore, the  National Transportation Safety Board 

Advise member companies whose f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  exposed 
t o  excavation cons t ruc t ion  pro jec ts  t o  take imnediate 
ac t ion  t o  mark and loca te  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  accura te ly .  
(Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Followup)(P-76-94) 

TODD, Chairman, BAILEY, Vice Chairman, HOGUE and HALEY, 
Members, concurred i n  the  above recommendation. McADAMS, 
Member, d i d  no t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

By: 
Chairman 

THIS RECOMMENDATION WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON THE I 
DATE SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THIS DOCUKENT 
SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 


