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SAFETY RECOMMENDAT I ON ( S )  

A t  10:32 a.m. ,  P . d . t . ,  on June 1 6 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  a piece of 
construct ion equipment excavating for  a s t r e e t  widening 
pro,ject  on Venice Boulevard i n  Los Angeles, Cal i forn ia ,  
s t ruck  and punctured an 8-inch petroleum products p ipe l ine  
owned by the  Standard O i l  Company of Cal i forn ia .  The escaping 
gasol ine sprayed on nearby bui ldings and ign i ted  90 seconds 
l a t e r .  As a r e s u l t  of t h i s  accident  9 persons were k i l l e d ,  
14 persons were in jured ,  7 buildings were destroyed, o ther  
bui ldings were damaged by f i r e  and hea t ,  and 15 vehic les  
were destroyed. The in tense  f i r e  melted powerlines and t e l e -  
phone l i n e s .  - 11 

or ig ina tors  of the  construct ion p ro jec t ;  the G r i f f i t h  Company, 
the prime cont rac tor  f o r  the  p r o j e c t ;  C .  W .  P o s s ,  I n c . ,  the  sub- 
cont rac tor ;  and the  Standard O i l  Company of Cal i forn ia  were a l l  
aware of the  ex is tence  of the  8-inch p ipe l ine .  However, the  
prec ise  depth of the  p ipe l ine  wi th in  the accident  a rea  was not  
known, although preconstruct ion meetings had been he ld ,  t es tholes  
t o  determine the  p ipe l ine  depth had been dug a t  o ther  loca t ions ,  
and the p ipe l ine  i n  another a rea  had been lowered because of i t s  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  depth.  

No "one-call ' '  n o t i f i c a t i o n  system was i n  e f f e c t  i n  the  
Los Angeles a rea  a t  the  time of the  accident which would have 
enabled the contractor  t o  reques t  and receive s p e c i f i c  informa- 
t i on  concerning the  depth and loca t ion  of buried u t i l i t i e s .  

The Cal i forn ia  Department of Transportat ion,  designers and 

- 11 For more de t a i l ed  information on t h i s  acc ident ,  read 
"Standard O i l  Comoanv of Cal i forn ia .  8-Inch Pioe l ine  
Rupture, Venice Bbulkvard, LOS Angeles, C a l i f o k i a ,  
June 16, 1976." NTSB-PAR-76- 8 . 
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Therefore, the National Transportation Safety Board 
recommends that the State of California Department of Trans- 
portation: 

Develop guidelines for preconstruction meetings, 
which should include methods of preventing damage 
to underground utilities to be encountered during 
the proposed construction work. 
tion meetings should be attended by all operators 
whose facilities are involved. (Class 11, Priority 
Followup) (P-76-91) (The Safety Board made this 
recommendation to the American Public Works Associati 
on February 2 ,  1973.) 

Cooperate and coorclinate with those groups attempting 
to establish a "one-call'' notification system in 
southern California and other areas of the State where 
none exist, and work with systems already in existence. 
(Class 11, Priority Followup)(P-76-92) 

Require, as a prerequisite of a contract award, that 
the contractor be in contact with the "one-call" 
notification system or the individual facilities 
operators to determine the precise depth and location 
of any underground facilities before beginning the 
project. (Class 11, Priority Followup) (P-76-93) 

TODD, Chairman, BAILEY, Vice Chairman, HOGUE and RALEY, 

Such preconstruc- 

Members, concurred in the above recommendations. McADAMS, 
Member, did not participate 
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Chairman 
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