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Jackson Pa r i sh  Po l i ce  Jury SAFETY RECOMMENDATION(S) 

P-76-76 and P-76-77  ___ 

A t  1 :05 p . m . ,  on August 9 ,  1976, a road grader  ruptured  
a Looped, 20-inch, n a t u r a l  gas t ransmission l i n e  i n  Car twr ight ,  
Louisiana.  Gas a t  770 ps ig  escaped i n  s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s  
from the  l i , n e ' s  two streams and i g n i t e d  wi th in  seconds. The 
r e s u l t i n g  flame engulfed the  a r e a ,  k i l l e d  s i x  r e s i d e n t s ,  
i n j u r e d  one person,  and i n c i n e r a t e d  two houses,  a house t r a i l e r ,  
and s e v e r a l  a c r e s  of land .  

The Jackson Par i sh  Po l i ce  Jury (Jury)  road grader  was 
cleaning road drainage d i t c h e s  on schoolbus r o u t e s  be fo re  the  
opening of Pa r i sh  schools  when i t  s t r u c k  the  l i n e  c ros s ing  
under G r i f f i n  Road. United Gas Pipe Line Company (Uni ted) ,  
opera tor  of t he  l i n e ,  had n o t  been n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t he  d i t c h e s  
woi.11d be cleaned.  

The Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safe ty  Board's pre l iminary  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h i s  acc ident  d i sc losed  t h a t  t he  p i p e l i n e  was 
cons t ruc ted  i n  1.949, before  Federa l  r e g u l a t i o n  of  t he  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  of n a t u r a l  gas and before  constructi .on of G r i f f i n  
Road. The p i p e l i n e  was o r i g i n a l l y  bur ied  36 inches below the  
su r face ;  b u t  duri ,ng cons t ruc t ion  of t he  road i n  1972, the  
pipe cover a t  t he  e a s t  drainage d i t c h  was reduced by about 
2 f e e t .  Uni ted ' s  ae r i a l .  p a t r o l  observed t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
and United d ispa tched  personnel  t o  the  s i t e  t o  a s s u r e  pro-  
t e c t i o n  of t he  p i p e .  Eight p i p e l i n e  markers were i n s t a l l e d  
over t h e  20-inch and 24-inch pipel . ines .  Federal  s tandards  
f o r  newly cons t ruc ted  p i p e l i n e s  would r e q u i r e  36 inches of 
cover a t  t he  drainage d i t c h .  
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recommends t h a t  t h e  Jackson Pa r i sh  Po l i ce  Ju ry :  
Therefore ,  t h e  Nat ional  Transpor ta t ion  Safe 

Cease grading opera t ions  on Jury roads u n t i l  
p lan  i s  developed and implemented t o  n o t i f y  
ope ra to r s  of bur ied  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  l e a s t  2 worki 
days before  excavating near  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s ;  t 
would al low time f o r  i d e n t i f i  
l o c a t i o n s  and depth.  (Class I ,  Urgent Followup 

I n s t r u c t  ope ra to r s  of excavat ion equipment i n  
recaut ior is  t h a t  should be 

g u r i e d  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and prov 
information on how t h e  l o c a t i  
of these  f a c i l i t i e s  may be i d  

TODD, Chairman, McADAMS, HO 

(P-76-76) 

Followup) (P-76-77) 

concurred i n  t h e  above recommendat 
d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  

By: Webster B .  Tod 
Chairman 

THIS RECOMMENDATION WILL BE 
ISSUE DATE SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLI 
DOCUMENT SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 


