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Pres ident  
Mid-Valley P ipe l ine  Company 
430 N. Center S t r e e t  
P.O. Box 2.388 
Longview, Texas 75601 

P-76-14 through P-76-15 i 
About 3:OO p . m .  on January 1 7 ,  1975, a p i p e  ruptured a t  t h e  

Mid-Valley P ipe l ine  Company’s Lima, Ohio, crude o i l  terminal .  A 
motor-operated valve wi th in  t h e  terminal had been closed inadvert-  
e n t l y  and pressure  had b u i l t  up. 
p s i g  working pressure  r a t i n g  of a substandard f lange ,  a 14-inch long 
craclc developed. Crude o i l  was sprayed from the  crack, atomized, 
i g n i t e d ,  and burned; flames r e s u l t e d  which were more than 100 feet  
high. 

When the  pressure  exceeded the  720- 

Attempts t o  ex t inguish  t h e  f i r e  and t o  s h u t  of f  valves to the 
terminal  were hampered when overhead high-tension power l i n e s  burned, 
arced, and f e l l  i n t o  t h e  p i p e l i n e  te rmina l  yard. 
t he  te rmina l  bu i ld ings  and k i l l e d  t h e  te rmina l  deliveryman. 

The f i re  destroyed 

The pump s t a t i o n  upstream from Lima a t  Pyrmont, Ohio, c losed 
down automat ica l ly  when a discharge p res su re  of 1,240 p s i g  was reached. 
The L i m a  p re s su re  reading a t  Longview indica ted  i t s  maximum poss ib l e  
reading of 522 p s i g  when t h e  p i p e l i n e  ruptured.  However, t h e  a c t u a l  
p re s su re  w a s  between 522 p s i g  and 1,240 ps ig ;  t h i s  unre l ieved ,  high 
p res su re  caused t h e  t e r m i n a l  p ipe  t o  rupture .  There were no adequately 
s i zed  p res su re - r e l i e f  va lves  along t h e  p i p e l i n e  system between t h e  
discharge valves a t  the  Pyrmont pump s t a t i o n  and t h e  discharge valves 
a t  t h e  Lima te rmina l .  Consequently, t h e  20-inch p i p e l i n e  between 
Pyrmont and Lima was a l s o  overpressured. 
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The s t a r t i n g  of a company pickup t ruck  p 
i g n i t e .  
ruptured.  
meter bui ld ing ,  he had t o  d r i v e  it through an ex tens ive  oil PO 
by the  overflowing of t h r e e  underground sump tanks.  

This  t ruck  had been sprayed with a t  
When t h e  deliveryman s t a r t e d  t h e  

Therefore,  t h e  National Transportat ion Safe ty  Board reco  
Mid-Valley P ipe l ine  Company: 

1. I n s t a l l  p re s su re - r e l i e f  devices  no t  only t o  pr 
te rmina l  at  Lima,  b u t  a l s o  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  20 
and Lima. (P-76-14] (Class  11, P r i o r i t y  Followup) 

2 .  Rewrite po r t ions  of i t s  procedures manuals t o  prohi  
rou t ine  parking of veh ic l e s  i n  terminal  or  s 
products a r e  handled. (P-76-15) (Class 11, P r i o r i t y  Pollowup) 

TODD, Chairman, McADAMS, BURGESS, 
i n  t h e  above recommendations. 

Chairman 

THIS DOCUMENT WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON THE DATE SHOWN AB0 
NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THE INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN SHOULD 
MADE BEFORE THAT DATE. 


