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On March 12 ,  1976, -the p i l o t  of N4368Q, a Cessna 172, made an emer- 
gency landing on a p1,owed f i e l d  about. 2 miles northeast  of Garrett County 
Airport ,  Oaldand, Maryland; the engine had f a i l e d  because of fuel. exhaus- 
t i o n .  
pant i n  t h e  l e f t  f ron t  s e a t  was k i l l e d .  L/ 

During t.he landing, t he  a i rp l ane  s t ruck  a l a rge  tree and an occu- 

The National Transpor-Lat.ion Safety Board's i nves t iga t ion  of t h i s  
accident  revealed t h a t  t h e  p i l o t  had attempted t o  land at, another a i r p o r t  
while he had s u f f i c i e n t  f u e l  aboard t o  complete a landing. During t h i s  
landing attempt i n  instrument met.eorol.ogical condi t ions,  t h e  p i l o t  made 
reference t o  t h e  rad io  beacon, and the  c o n t r o l l e r  i n t e rp re t ed  the  word 
"beacon" t o  mean r o t a t i n g  beacon. Consequently, t h e  c o n t r o l l e r  c leared 
t h e  a i rp l ane  t o  " c i r c l e  t.he a i r p o r t  and land" r a the r  than  t o  approach 
u t i l i z i n g  the  appl icable  rad io  beacon. 

The Safety Board i s  pleased t h a t  t h e  Federal  Aviat,ion Administration 
has begun t o  a l e r t  c o n t r o l l e r  personnel and p i l o t s  t o  t h e  misunderstanding 
between t h e  c o n t r o l l e r  and t h e  p i l o t  which contr ibuted t o  this  accident .  
We a r e  a l s o  pleased w i t h  t h e  recent  publ ica t ion  of t h e  P i lo t /Cont ro l le r  
Glossary, which was compiled t o  promote a common understanding of terms 
used i n  t h e  a i r  t r a f f i c  con t ro l  system. 

However, t h e  Glossary assoc ia ted  the word "beacon" only w i t h  t h e  word 
"radar." 
"beacon" is used with seve ra l  o the r  words -- rad io  beacon (page 1-1) mar- 
ker  beacon (page l - k ) ,  radar  beacon (page 1-10), aeronaut ica l  ( l i g h t j  bea- 
con (page 1-13), r o t a t i n g  beacon (page 1-13), and airway beacons (page 1-14). 

I n  the  May 1976, Airman's Information Manual,, Pa r t  1, t h e  word 

- 1/ A comple t e  A i r c r a f t  Accident  R e p o r t  w i l l  be publ ished on th i s  
acc iden t  in  the  n e a r  fu ture .  1851 



Honorable John L. IvlcLucns 

I n  order t o  fu r the r  improve communications between p i l o t s  and 
c o n t r o l l e r s  and thereby enhance safe ty ,  t h e  National Transportat io  
Safety Board recommends t h a t  t h e  Federa l  Aviation Administratiol 

Assure t h a t  Lhe word "beacon" i s  accompanied by a 
qual i fying word whenever it i s  used i n  t h e  A i r  T ra f f i c  
Control Systein. (Class, 11, P r i o r i t y  followup.) (A-76-95 

Include a i l  oi' t h e  var ious meanSngs of t h e  word "beacon" i n  
a rev is ion  t o  1,he PiloL/Controller Glossary. (Class 111, 
Longer Term followup. ) (A-76-96) 

TODD, Chaiman, McADAMS, HOGUE, BURGESS, and 
concurred i n  Ifhe above i-ecomendation. 

BY 
Chairman 

THIS RECOMVE3NDATIOM WILL BE RELEASED TO TBZ PUBLIC ON TI33 IS  
SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THIS DOCUMENT SHOULD BE 
PRIOR TO TIIAT DATE. 


