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SAFETY RECOMP NDAT I O N  ( 

I 

On June 12, 1976, one of three a i r  conditioning compartment access 
doors of an American Airlines DC-10, NlOZAA,  separated short ly  a f t e r  
the plane took off from Detroit  Metropolitan Wayne County Airport en 
route t o  San Francisco International Airport. The door struck and 
damaged two leading edge devices outboard o f  the No. 1 engine and 
s l i g h t l y  damaged the fuselage. The a i r c r a f t  dumped fue l ,  returned t o  
Detroi t ,  and 1 anded. 

door on a DC-10 a i r c r a f t  has separated i n  f l i gh t .  
incident ,  McDonnell Douglas issued All Operators Letter (AOL) 10-478, 
which recommended t h a t  the door hinges be checked and rerigged t o  
relieve preloading of the door's upper edge upon closure. McDonnell 
Douglas subsequently issued AOL 10-638, which recommended tha t  the door 
latches be checked and rerigged and t h a t  the handles be checked f o r  
proper loads. These AOL's were l a t e r  followed by two McDonnell Douglas 
Service Bulletins,  52-116 and 52-122, which cal led f o r ,  i n  par t ,  madi- 
f ica t ions  t o  the door handle assembly and in s t a l l a t ion  of shims on the 
la tch  brackets t o  minimize improper la tch  rigging. The provisions of 
the AOL's had not been incorporated on NlOZAA,  although Service Bulletin 
52-122 had, i n  pa r t ,  been incorporated. 
Safety Board has a l so  found instances of door latching problems on other 
DC-lo's, on which neither the provisions of the AOL's nor of the Service 
Bulletins had been incorporated. 

This i s  the t h i r d  time t h a t  an a i r  conditioning compartment access 
Following the first 
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Honorable John L. McLucas 

i n  any of the previously mentioned cases,  the  Safet 
not only because of the  attendant hazard t o  personnel on the groun 
a l so  because the  l a s t  incident demonstrated tha t  t h  
ingested i n t o  an engine i n l e t .  

The Safety Board rea l izes  t h a t  most U.S. ca r r i  
a t  l e a s t  in par t ,  t h e  provisions of t h e  McDonnell Douglas AOL's and t h  
Service Bullet ins ,  and tha t  some of those operators 
so a r e  current ly  reviewing these measures. Howeve 
influence of Federal Aviation Administration Airwo 
( A D )  in effect ing worldwide cor rec t ive  ac t ion ,  t h e  Safety Board bel 
t h a t  an AD action i s  j u s t i f i e d  t o  cor rec t  the  door problem. 

Therefore, in order t o  prevent fur ther  i n - f l i  
conditioning compartment access doors, w i t h  the  a t  
ground personnel injury and of ser ious 
from the  engine's  ingestion of the  doo 
Safety Board recommends t h a t  t h e  Federal Aviation 

Examine the  guidance provide 
Operators Letters" and "Serv 
DC-10 a i r  conditioning compartment acces 
their pertinent provisions i n t o  an Airwo 
The AD should, in addi t ion,  require a one-time inspect io  
the  r i g g i n g  of these doors. (Class I--Urgent Followup.) 

Although the damage in f l i c t ed  t o  the airframe 
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TODD, Chairman, McADAMS, HOGUE, BURGESS, and 
i n  the above recommendation. 

'THIS RECOMMENDATION WILL BE RELEASED 7'0 THE PUBLIC ON TH 
DATE SHOWN ABOVE. NO PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THE CONTENTS OF 
DOCUMENT SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 


