
ATIONAL T TATION SAFETY BOA 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

FOR RELEASE: 6:30 P,M,, E,D,T,, JUNE 27, 1976 

ISSUED:  June 2 7 ,  1976 
( 2 0 2 )  426-8787 

F o r w a r d e d  to :  
Honorable John L .  McLucas I 

SAFETY RECOMMENOAT I O N  ( S )  i Adniini s t r a t o r  
Federal Aviation Administration 
Washinston, D. C .  20591 - 

A-76-89 

The National Transpor ta t ion  Sa fe ty  Board has determined t h a t  the 
act ions taken b y  your Southern Region, a s  de l inea ted  i n  Docket No. 76- 
SO-25 regarding Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRb1)--Airworthiness 
Di rec t ive  Grumnian-American Aviation Corporation Models 6-159 and G-1159, 
and Amendment 39-2566, may not  provide the pro tec t ion  intended fo r  
occupants of  t h e  j u m p  s e a t s  of t hese  models. 

by October 1 ,  1976; however, Amendment 39-2566 resc inds  the p roh ib i t i on  
of  j u m p  s e a t  occupancy d u r i n g  t a x i ,  t a k e o f f ,  and landing (AD-76-05-08). 
The a c t i o n  was taken because the  problem was bel ieved t o  be seasonal and 
because a l l  a i r c r a f t  could be modified before  the next winter season i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s .  

The NPRM s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  t hese  models were t o  be modified s t r u c t u r a l l y  

tlowever, the Safe ty  Board has determined t h a t  (1 )  the problem i s  
not  seasonal --three o f  t h e  ten penet ra t ions  d id  occur i n  nonwinter 
condi t ions ;  ( 2 )  6-159 and 6-1159 a i r c r a f t  a r e  opera t ing  now i n  a r eas  o f  
t h e  world which a r e  j u s t  beginning winter; and ( 3 )  Grumman will not be 
ab le  t o  provide p a r t s  f o r  the necessary modif icat ion u n t i l  March 1977; 
thus, f l e e t  operat ion will be necessary without the  modif icat ion for 
another  winter. 
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recommends that the Federal Aviation Administration: 
In view of the above, the National Transportation Safety Boar 

Prohibit occupancy of the jump seat and require 
each aircraft until that airwaft has been modif 
ally so that the nose landing gear drag strut ca 
the cockpit floor. (Class I--Urgent Followup.)(A- 

TODD, Chairman, McAOAMS, HOGUE, BURGESS, and HALEY, Me 
concurred in the above recommendation. 

THIS RECOMMENDATION WILL BE RELEASED TO THE PUBLIC ON THE ISSUE 
DATE SHOWN ABOVE. 
DOCUMENT SHOULD BE MADE PRIOR TO THAT DATE. 

MU PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF THE CONTENTS OF THIS 


