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The National. Transpor ta t ion  SafEyr Board concurs i n  Recornendations 
2 and 3 of the  Marine Board wnoecning the  need f o r  br idge-to-br idge 

otelephone commnication and the l i cens ing  of t he  opera tors  of towing 
iels.  

Chairmen John H. Reed oE the National Transportat ion Safe ty  Board 
zared October 13 ,  1969, before  the S u b c m i t t e e  on Coast Guard, Coast 
Geodetic Survey, and Navigation CF€ the  House of Representat ives '  

n i t t e e  on Merchant Marine and F i s F s i e s ,  i n  support of H.R. 13987 -- 
111 t o  provide f o r  the l i cens ing  d personnel on towing vesse l s .  
Board previously recomw~ded simiiIar l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  i t s  r epor t  of the 

s of the  towing vessel M/V SOUINER31 CITIES and i n  i t s  spec ia l  s t u d i e s ,  
l l i s i o n s  of Radar-Equipped Merchard Ships and Preventive Recoamndations" 

"Towing Vessel Safety and Accidemt Prevent ive Recmendat ions ."  

We support  S. 1240, a b i l l  to r e q u i r e  a radiotelephone on c e r t a i n  
s e l s  navigat ing upon s p e c i f i e d  wa-rs of t he  United S t a t e s ,  and plan 
t e s t i f y  on the  need for such l e g i d a t i o n  before  the  Senate Commerce 
n i t t e e .  

ifi I n  add i t ion ,  the  Safe ty  Board r-nends tha t :  

;a) The Congress enac t  theEouse-passed H.R. 6971, 
br idge-to-br idge radiotele-ne b i l l ,  a t  the  e a r l i e s t  d a t e  
p rac t i cab le .  O u r  a n a l y s i s  cJf t h i s  c o l l i s i o n ,  a s  wel l  a s  
o thers ,  i n d i c a t e s  t he  p a t e n r i a l  for  a ca tas t rophic  casua l ty  
involving v e s s e l s  car ry ing  hazardous ms te r i a l s ;  and the  need 
f o r  assurance of such c o m m i c a t i o n s '  capab i l i t y  between 
vessels t r anspor t ing  these com-nodities. 

(2) Pending enactrme?t of %uch l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t he  American 
P i l o t s '  Associat ion urge t h i r  p i l o t s  t o  request  the  master 
of vessels ...hich they  are p c l o t i n g  t o  guard the l o c a l  towing 
vesse l  frequency, and broadcast  t h e i r  vessels '  opera t iona l  
i n t e n t i o n s  on t h i s  frequency, i n  add i t ion  to  the  broadcast  
by the  loca l  p i l o t s  on the l o c a l  Ll" frequency. 

(3)  The American P i lo t s '  &socia t ion  e s t a b l i s h  a po l icy  
whereby t h e i r  menber p i l o t s ;  w i l l  request  masters of ves se l s  
which they a r e  p i l o t i n g  to  a r range  f o r  the  manitoring of 

avoidance, even under condxtions of good v i s i b i l i t y .  
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s h i p ' s  radaz, when avai labxe,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  c o l l i s i o n  \ 

3 

.- .- I 



( 4 )  The Coast Gu i n i t i a t e  enforcment  a c t i o n  t in su re  - t h a t  navigat ion l!’ ‘ts used on barges  n e e t  t he  req{, .ements 
of 46 CFR 113.55-30. Spec i f i ca t ions  f o r  approval of ba t te ry-  
operated navigat ional  l i g h t s  shozld be developed and included Qp 
i n  4 6  CFR 161, and approved madels and msnufacturers included 
i n  Coast Guard Equipnmt L i s t s  (CG 190). It appears t h a t  

r\ 
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enforcanent can b e s t  be acconplished by labora tory  tests o f  
the manufacturer’s prorlucts a t  the  manufacturer’s f a c i l i t y .  

(5) The Coast Guard determine by necessary labora tory  tests 
whether the types of navigat ional  l i g h t s  used on t h e  barge 
I.O.C. No. 7 m e t  the requi ra7snts  of 46 CFR 113.55-30. 

(6) 
e f f ec t iveness  of shipboard navigat ional  l i g h t s  r e l a t i v e  t o  
the l i gh ted  background condi t ions i n  harbors  and o ther  
developed a r e a s  of the  inland waterways, include the problem 
of a t t en t ion -ge t t i ng  and d e f i n i t i o n  of o r i e n t a t i o n  of barge 
tows. It i s  the  Board’s v iex  t h a t  changes i n  regula t ions  
r e s u l t i n g  from this  study shoqlld prevent any p o s s i b l i t y  of 
unce r t a in ty  a s  t o  what type of vesse l  i s  seen, and provide a 
confor tab le  margin of l i g h t  output wel l  beyond t h a t  which 
could b e  shown t o  provide t h e o r e t i c a l l y  the des i red  range of 
v i s i b i l i t y .  

The Coast Guard, i n  i t s  present  study of the v i s u a l  
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(7) 
regula t ions  t o  spec i fy  minimum performance standards f o r  
wh i s t l e s  on all.  vessels provided with them i n  accordance 
w i t h  the  app l i cab le  Rules of the Road, s imi la r  t o  the 
s tandards proposed by t h e  In t e rna t iona l  Association of 
Lighthouse Author it i e s  . (m -? D . d l 3 )  

The Coast Guard should consider amending the law and 

f THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD: 

iopted t h i s  ,J&& day of &h _, 1970: 

Oscar M. Laurel, Hembe? 
J , f l /r  A 

/FI;IJnci.s H. Elct?&)’arXs, @her 

Louis il. “h‘ayer, M&nbp# v 
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A a, 

I sabe l  A.  Burgess,  Member0 
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